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Apple Intelligence now fea-Apple Intelligence now fea-Apple Intelligence now fea-Apple Intelligence now fea-Apple Intelligence now fea-
tures Image Playground,tures Image Playground,tures Image Playground,tures Image Playground,tures Image Playground,
Genmoji, ChatGPT supportGenmoji, ChatGPT supportGenmoji, ChatGPT supportGenmoji, ChatGPT supportGenmoji, ChatGPT support
Apple on Friday announced the re-

lease of iOS 18.2, iPadOS 18.2,

and macOS Sequoia 15.2, with a

new set of Apple...

Hyderabad, Dec 13: Actor Allu

Arjun, who was arrested in a stam-

pede case at Sandhya Theatre, has

got a huge relief from the High

Court. The HC granted interim

bail to him and adjourned the hear-

ing of the quash petition filed by

Allu Arjun to Monday. After his

arrest, Arjun was produced before

a Nampally court, which remanded

him to 14-day judicial custody. Allu

HC grants interim

bail to Actor Allu Arjun
Arjun's lawyers filed a petition

in the High Court seeking

quashing of the case. During

the course of the arguments,

Allu Arjun's lawyer sought an

urgent hearing on the petition

by the HC. However, the

government's counsel argued

that the case should be heard

on Monday and there was no

need for an urgent hearing.

CM Revanth urges Centre to
release  pending grants immediately
New Delhi, Dec.13 (NSS): Chief

Minister A Revanth Reddy has

urged Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman to immedi-

ately release the pending grant of

Rs. 1,800 crore to the backward

districts of Telangana as per the

AP Reorganization Act. The Chief

Minister called on Nimala

Sitharaman at her chambers in the

Parliament on Friday. He dis-

cussed with the Union Minister the

grant which is to be received from

the Centre for the development of

the backward districts and reminded

the Centre agreed to release a grant

of Rs 450 crore to nine districts ev-

ery year under the Reorganization

Act. Revanth Reddy further ap-

pealed to Nirmala Sitharaman to re-

lease the pending grant of Rs.1,800

crore for the years - 2019-20, 2021-

22, 2022-23, and 2023-24.

Continued on pg 02

Gukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name in
golden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICF
The All India Chess Federation

(AICF) president Nitin Narang

lauded D. Gukesh on becoming

the youngest World Chess Cham-

pion and said it is....

Celebration of India’s culturalCelebration of India’s culturalCelebration of India’s culturalCelebration of India’s culturalCelebration of India’s cultural
heritage, collectiveheritage, collectiveheritage, collectiveheritage, collectiveheritage, collective
spirit : PM Modi on Maha Kumbhspirit : PM Modi on Maha Kumbhspirit : PM Modi on Maha Kumbhspirit : PM Modi on Maha Kumbhspirit : PM Modi on Maha Kumbh
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

visited Prayagraj on Friday and

lauded the tireless efforts of em-

ployees and sanitation...

Constitution provides shield,
guarantee to Indians : Priyanka in LS
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : Congress leader

and Wayanad MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on

Friday stressed the importance of the Constitu-

tion as a "shield and guarantee" for the nation's

security and freedom of speech.

Speaking during the Constitution debate in the

Lok Sabha in her maiden speech, she accused

the central government of "eroding trust" in the

Constitution over the past decade.

Continued on pg 02

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : President

Droupadi Murmu, on Friday morning, paid

heartfelt tribute to the personnel who laid

down their lives to safeguard the Parliament,

as the day marks 13 years since it was at-

tacked by terrorists.

Taking to X, the President expressed, “I pay

Prez Murmu pays tribute

to martyrs of Parliament attack on 13th anniversary
my humble tribute to the

bravehearts who sacrificed

their lives defending our Par-

liament on this day in 2001.

Their courage and selfless

service continue to inspire

us.” Continued on pg 02

Improve facilities in zoo parks,

urban forest parks: Konda Surekha tells officials
Hyderabad, Dec 13 : Minis-

ter for Forest, Environment

and Endowments Konda

Surekha has directed the of-

ficials to improve the facili-

ties at urban forest parks and

zoo parks for attracting more

visitors with environmentally

friendly activities. The 13th

Governing Body Meeting of

Zoos and Parks Authority of

Telangana (ZAPAT).

Telangana to become Rs.84 lakh

crore economy in 10 years : Sridhar Babu
Hyderabad, Dec.13 (NSS): Minister for IT and Industries

Duddilla Sridhar Babu has  reiterated the Telangana

government’s ambitious goal of transforming the State into

a trillion-dollar ( Rs.84 lakh crore) economy over the next

decade. He highlighted that artificial intelligence (AI), semi-

conductors, and quantum computing will serve as key driv-

ers for this exceptional economic growth.

Speaking at the conclusion of the “IAMPHENOM India”

conference, organised by global AI leader Phenom at HITEC

City on Friday, the Minister emphasised the importance of

talent development to fuel this vision.

Hyderabad, Dec 13 (NSS): Telangana's govern-

ment is set to expand irrigation coverage to an addi-

tional 30 lakh acres over the next five years through

the modernisation of historic projects like the

Sriramsagar Project (SRSP) and Nizam Sagar, an-

nounced Minister for Irrigation and Civil Supplies

N. Uttam Kumar Reddy during his visit to these

projects on Friday. At SRSP in Mendora Mandal,

Nizamabad district, the minister reviewed the

project’s performance alongside MLAs P. Sudarshan

Reddy, Bhupathi Reddy, and Vemula Prashanth

Reddy, as well as senior officials including Princi-

pal Secretary Rahul Bojja and District Collector

Uttam releases water
from Nizam Sagar for Rabi crop

Rajeev Gandhi Hanumanthu.

Officials revealed that siltation

had reduced SRSP’s storage

capacity from 112 TMC to 80

TMC. To address this, the min-

ister instructed the use of ad-

vanced global desilting tech-

nologies to restore its original

capacity. SRSP has been a life-

line for farmers, irrigating 12.5

lakh acres annually across ten

districts during both kharif and

rabi seasons.

Kavita slams Revanth’sKavita slams Revanth’sKavita slams Revanth’sKavita slams Revanth’sKavita slams Revanth’s
attempts to undermineattempts to undermineattempts to undermineattempts to undermineattempts to undermine
Telangana’s cultural heritageTelangana’s cultural heritageTelangana’s cultural heritageTelangana’s cultural heritageTelangana’s cultural heritage
Hyderabad, Dec.13 (NSS):

Telangana Jagruthi founder

MLC Kavitha Kalvakuntla

expressed her outrage over

Telangana Congress leader

and CM Revanth Reddy's al-

leged attempts to undermine

the State's cultural heritage.

She accused the Congress

party of failing to respect

Telangana's identity and ques-

tioned Rahul Gandhi's tacit

approval of such actions.

MLC Kavitha, during her in-

teraction with media.

Hyderabad, Dec 13  : Deputy Chief

Minister Bhatti Vikramarka said the

State government is formulating a spe-

cial plan to produce 20 gigawatts of

green power by 2030.

Target to produce 20 gigawatts

of green power by 2030 : Bhatti
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Prayagraj, Dec 13 (IANS) : Prime Minister Narendra Modi

visited Prayagraj on Friday and lauded the tireless efforts of

employees and sanitation workers involved in the prepara-

tions for the grand Maha Kumbh 2025.

Addressing a public gathering, PM Modi emphasized the

historical significance of the event, describing it as a "great

yagya of unity" that will captivate global attention.

He remarked, "The Maha Kumbh will be a monumental event

which will unite people from all walks of life. A new chapter

of history is being written on the sacred land of Prayagraj,

where a continuous Mahayagya is going on to host lakhs of

devotees daily for 45 days." In preparation for this cultural

and spiritual extravaganza, the Prime Minister inaugurated

167 development projects worth Rs 5,500 crore. These

projects include the construction of 10 new road overbridges,

flyovers, permanent ghats, and riverfront roads to enhance

infrastructure and connectivity in Prayagraj.

PM Modi further highlighted India’s rich cultural and spiri-

tual heritage, stating, "India is a land of countless holy places

and sacred rivers like the Ganga, Yamuna, Saraswati, Kaveri,

and Narmada. Prayagraj, the confluence of three holy rivers,

Celebration of  India’s cultural heritage,

collective spirit : PM Modi on Maha Kumbh
is a spiritual epicentre where

sanctity resides at every step."

He quoted ancient scriptures,

saying, "When the Sun enters

Capricorn in the month of

Magh, all divine powers,

sages, and pilgrims gather in

Prayag. Without Prayagraj,

the stories of our Puranas re-

main incomplete."

The Prime Minister described

the Maha Kumbh as a "living

symbol of India’s cultural and

spiritual journey that has been

thriving for thousands of

years."

He explained that the event

transcends mere rituals, sym-

bolizing the awakening of col-

lective consciousness and in-

ner spirituality.

New Delhi, Dec.13 (NSS): Chief Minister A

Revanth Reddy has appealed to Union Railway

Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw to set up an integrated

railway coach factory in Kazipet in Telangana.

The Chief Minister met the Railway Minister on

Friday and explained that the AP Reorganisation

Act clearly mentioned the establishment of a coach

factory in Kazipet.

Referring to the recent announcement of  Rail-

ways that stated that a Periodic Overhauling  POH)

workshop is being set up in Kazipet, the Chief

Minister said the  establishment of a coach fac-

tory in Kazipet is not just a dream of Kazipet

people, but also the entire Telangana. He requested

the Railway Minister to construct a new railway

line between Vikarabad-Krishna station as the pro-

posed railway route would connect the backward

areas of South Telangana- such as Parigi,

Kodangal, Chitlapalle, Tekalkod, Ravulapalle,

Mathur, Daulatabad, Damaragidda, Narayanapet

and Maktal. The new railway line will also help

for the development of cement clusters and other

industries near Tandoor. Moreover, the proposed

railway network will also help to reduce the dis-

tance between Vikarabad Junction and Krishna

station by 70 km , Revanth Reddy explained.

Revanth urges Centre toRevanth urges Centre toRevanth urges Centre toRevanth urges Centre toRevanth urges Centre to
set up integrated coach factory in Kazipetset up integrated coach factory in Kazipetset up integrated coach factory in Kazipetset up integrated coach factory in Kazipetset up integrated coach factory in Kazipet

Continued from pg 01

Paying homage to security

personnel who lost their lives

defending Parliament during

the December 13 attack,

Priyanka began her speech by

expressing heartfelt gratitude

Constitution provides shield, guarantee to Indians : Priyanka in LS
toward them. "Our civilisation,

spanning thousands of years, is

rooted in dialogue and communi-

cation," she remarked, citing tra-

ditions from the Vedas,

Upanishads, and religions like Is-

lam, Jainism, and Buddhism.

"This tradition of dialogue shaped

our unique freedom struggle,

which was democratic at its core,

involving peasants, labourers, ad-

vocates, intellectuals, and people

from all castes and communities."

She highlighted the efforts of lead-

ers like B.R. Ambedkar, Maulana

Azad, Rajaji, Jawaharlal Nehru,

and others who dedicated years to

drafting the Constitution.

Calling the Constitution a "light-

house," Priyanka said it embod-

ies justice, hope, and aspiration,

empowering citizens to demand

their rights and hold governments

accountable. "Our Constitution

talks about justice, hope, expres-

sion and aspiration. It is a light-

house of all the emotions of mil-

lions of Indians. This lighthouse

has given us hope that we can

fight for our rights and get

justice. It has given strength,

belief and faith to every citi-

zen of the country to raise

their voice before which the

government will have to bow

down, the citizen can make or

break any government."

Continued From pg 01

In a gesture of gratitude to soldiers and their

families, who are a constant source of support

in challenging circumstances, she said, “The

nation remains deeply grateful to them and their

families.”

“On this day, I reiterate India's unwavering re-

solve to combat terrorism. Our nation stands

united against the forces of terror,” the Presi-

Prez Murmu pays tribute to martyrs of  Parliament attack on 13th anniversary
dent concluded.

On December 13, 2001, five ter-

rorists, along with their set of

arms, drove into the Parliament in

a car that bore fake labels of the

Home Ministry and Parliament.

The terrorists carried AK-47

rifles, grenade launchers, pistols

and grenades.

This act resulted in the deaths of

six Delhi Police personnel, two

Parliament Security Service per-

sonnel, and a gardener. The secu-

rity forces had gunned down all

five terrorists.

About 40 minutes prior to the in-

cident, both Houses of Parliament

had been adjourned. More than

100 people, including major

politicians and officials, were

inside the parliament building

at the time of the attack. Home

Minister L. K. Advani and

Minister of State for Defence

Harin Pathak were also be-

lieved to have still been inside

the building during the attack.

Hyderabad, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Veteran Tollywood actor Manchu

Mohan Babu on Friday

apologised for an incident in

which a television journalist was

injured at his residence three days

ago.  The actor, who had grabbed

the mike of the Telugu news chan-

nel TV9's reporter and attacked

him, apologised to the journalist

and the organisation.

Mohan Babu, who has been

booked by police for the attempt

to murder, posted a letter on the

social media platform 'X' to ex-

press regret over the unfortunate

incident.  "It pains me deeply that

what started as a personal family

dispute spiralled into a larger situ-

ation, causing distress not only to

the esteemed TV9 family but also

to the broader journalist frater-

nity."

Mohan BabuMohan BabuMohan BabuMohan BabuMohan Babu

apologises for attackapologises for attackapologises for attackapologises for attackapologises for attack

on journaliston journaliston journaliston journaliston journalist
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New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : BJP

National Secretary Manjinder

Singh Sirsa has lauded Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath's recent decision to

recover the costs of repairing dam-

aged public property from the per-

petrators of violence in Sambhal.

Sirsa called for the implementa-

tion of this policy nationwide,

emphasising that those responsible

for vandalising government prop-

erty should be held accountable

for the damages caused.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : A

verbal duel broke out between the

Delhi BJP and the AAP over bo-

gus voters in the electoral rolls

for the forthcoming Assembly

polls, with the Opposition re-

minding illegal voters of one-

year jail term for impersonation

and the ruling party alleging a

conspiracy to delete names of its

supporters from the voters’ list.

While AAP National Convenor

Arvind Kejriwal accused the BJP,

Sirsa hails Yogi's move

to recover costs of

damaged property from

Sambhal riotersBJP, AAP cross swords over ‘bogus voters’
along with the Election Commis-

sion, of getting names of its vot-

ers removed from the electoral

rolls, the BJP vowed not to allow

even a single Rohingya,

Bangladeshi or any bogus voter to

cast vote in the Delhi Assembly

elections.

Releasing videos shot by BJP’s

booth level workers during their

visits to homes of alleged bogus

voters in Moti Nagar and

Trilokpuri constituencies, Delhi

BJP chief Virender Sachdeva

said, “Kejriwal is shaken as his

fraud is being exposed. Bogus

Rohingya and Bangladeshi vot-

ers are being caught and voters

living in Uttar Pradesh who

come to vote in Delhi are being

exposed.”

 “The way Kejriwal has started

questioning constitutional bodies

shows he has nothing concrete

to say about the exercise to re-

move bogus voters,” he claimed.

Kolkata, Dec 13 (IANS): It is

unlikely that Mukti Joddhas or

serving officers from Bangladesh

will attend the Indian Army's 53rd

Vijay Diwas celebrations in

Kolkata.

The Eastern Command of the

Army celebrates Vijay Diwas ev-

ery year to celebrate India's deci-

sive victory over Pakistan in the

1971 War that led to the libera-

tion of Bangladesh.  Every year,

Mukti Joddhas likely to give Vijay Diwas

celebrations in Kolkata a miss this year

since the celebrations com-

menced, a delegation from

Bangladesh, comprising Mukti

Joddhas, their spouses, parlia-

mentarians and serving military

officers, have participated in

events organised over 3-4 days.

The tradition was followed even

when the Bangladesh National-

ist Party (BNP) under Begum

Khaleda Zia was in power in

Bangladesh.
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OPINIONmail

RBI ATTACHES MORE IMPORTANCE TO

INFLATION CONTROL THAN GROWTH

(By Anjan Roy)

A
 debate among economists and policy wonks

was raging about the deceleration of the In

dian economy and rising price line particu-

larly in the context of the forthcoming monetary

policy of the Reserve Bank of India.  In that debate,

Reserve Bank has clearly opted or a hairline stance

on inflation control rather than take note of the fall

in GDP growth as a handle to start a rate easing cycle.

RBI kept the policy repo rate at 6.5%. Those looking

forward to seeing growth rate as the supreme objec-

tive of policy, were possibly disappointed.  Inflation-

growth dilemma is nothing new in policy narrative.

This time it took a new urgency as the second quar-

ter GDP figures clearly showed sharp deceleration

in the pace of the economy.

The Reserve Bank has clearly sided with caution and

conservatism in that debate. In its monetary policy

announced on Friday, December 6 , the monetary

policy committee of the RBI has favoured retaining

the current policy stance with unchanged policy rather

than accede to the demands of a rate cut.  Prices are

rising consistently above the RBI’s tolerance band

of 4%, plus/minus 2% for the greater part of the cur-

rent fiscal year. The band is meant to be a comfort

zone. However, if the price rise rate consistently re-

mains above the upper limit, albeit none too wildly,

all along, then it becomes difficult to be complacent

about it.

More important is the nature of the price rise. The

overall inflation is getting overly influenced by the

persistently strong rise in food prices. Since these

items have a close to 50% weightage in the consumer

price index, the overall index is strongly rising. Leav-

ing aside the food and fuel inflation, commonly called

the core inflation, the rise is not that much robust.

However, the Reserve Bank does not expect the food

prices to ease before end of February and early March

next year. So, till then, until the arrival of the winter

crops in the market, the Reserve Bank apparently

wishes to play it cool.  Let us look at the price infla-

tion figures a little closely to understand the nature

of the current rises in prices.  The Reserve Bank takes

the consumer price index —CPI— as the measure of

inflation for its policy formulation. In that context

the movements in CPI are important. It is also perti-

nent to remember that it is food inflation which hurts

the common people most and the weakest sections

of society are hit particularly. The governor,

Shaktikanta Das, was at pains to explain this point at

his policy statement today.  According to the state-

ment, the CPI headline inflation increased from av-

erage 3.6 per cent during July-August to 5.5 per cent

in September and further to 6.2 per cent in October

2024. Incidentally, this was the highest spike in more

than a year, since September 2023. Of all the catego-

ries, the prices of food items rose the fastest much to

the policy maker’s discomfort. The CPI food infla-

tion surged to 8.4 per cent in September and firmed

up further to 9.7 per cent in October 2024 from an

average of 5.2 per cent in during July-August, ac-

cording to RBI governor.  As a result, the contribu-

tion of food group (with a weight of 45.9 per cent in

the CPI basket) to headline inflation increased from

around 68 per cent during July-August to around 74

per cent in October. A sharp pick-up in price mo-

mentum across vegetables, and oils and fats in a sce-

nario of rising inflation in cereals, meat and fish, and

fruits led the upsurge in food inflation. In other words,

food prices rose across the board and that too sharply

for all major groups. You can some comfort that some

kinds of unhealthy food prices rose faster, like those

for oils and fats, which could hopefully lad to better

health outcomes! The price momentum in oils and

fats firmed up sharply to 3 per cent in September and

further to 6 per cent in October. But alongside these,

the momentum in vegetables prices, which are con-

sumed by all and particularly the poorer people, in-

creased to 3.5 per cent in September and further 8.2

per cent in October. Leaving aside the food and fuel

inflation, which measures th core inflation trends.

WHY DEVENDRA FADNAVIS IS VERY

IMPORTANT TO BJP’S CENTRAL LEADERSHIP?

D
evendra Fadnavis as

Maharashtra Chief

Minister for a third

term underscores the man’s im-

portance to the Bharatiya Janata

Party. But why is Fadnavis a

greater pick than several others

who could have staked claim for

the top post? The answer must

lie in the fact that Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi was very,

very pleased Fadnavis got his

due. In 2019, Fadnavis had

agreed to play second fiddle to

Eknath Shinde for the BJP’s sake

and here was Shinde refusing to

let go till the last few hours left.

It was Fadnavis’ composure ver-

sus Shinde’s suppressed impa-

tience. Shinde gave Fadnavis’s

image a shine-over! Lent Fadnavis

a halo. Of sacrifice. Of political

maturity. Shinde cannot be faulted

for ambition but Fadnavis’ calm

confidence set him apart. Fadnavis

had done a favour to the BJP, not

to Eknath Shinde. Since then,

Fadnavis was marked for renewed

glory! In his reflective moments,

Shinde will deign to admit he

could have played his cards bet-

ter. Shinde thought he was irre-

placeable but he forgot that the

Mahayuti wouldn’t have folded

like a pack of cards without him

at the helm. Besides, Shinde also

did not correctly gauge the admi-

ration Fadnavis enjoys.

Soon after Fadnavis was crowned

Maharashtra Chief Minister,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

was heard saying, “Narendra in

Delhi, Devendra in Mumbai!” So,

what separates Devendra

Fadnavis from Shinde?

(IPA Service)

THE GREAT TRUMP RIDDLE - WILL IT

AFFECT INDIA-RUSSIA BILATERAL RELATIONS?

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi in

vited Russian President Vladimir

Putin to visit India at the time of his

visit to the BRICS summit at Kazan in

Russia in October this year. This was im-

mediately accepted by President Putin and

in the last six weeks since the Kazan con-

clave on October 22-23 this year, the Rus-

sian foreign ministry came out officially

twice with the statement about the Russian

President’s India visit and why this was

very significant for the boosting of bilat-

eral relations.

Interestingly, no dates were mentioned as

Indian officials have so far not indicated

probable dates for the visit. Generally

Putin’s visits are slotted in November/De-

cember. Questions are being raised- Is the

Indian side ready for welcom-

ing President Putin in Delhi by

December end or the dates

may be fixed sometime next

year.

This time, the Putin visit is not

so normal. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has to take into

account some after effects

from the side of Trump 2 ad-

ministration which takes over

on January 20, 2025. For Presi-

dent Putin, the visit to India in

the coming days is being

viewed as a big diplomatic tri-

umph in the context of the

Ukraine war which is continu-

ing since February 24, 2022.

AFTER LOSING IN BOTHAFTER LOSING IN BOTHAFTER LOSING IN BOTHAFTER LOSING IN BOTHAFTER LOSING IN BOTH
LOK SABHA AND BYPOLLS, BSPLOK SABHA AND BYPOLLS, BSPLOK SABHA AND BYPOLLS, BSPLOK SABHA AND BYPOLLS, BSPLOK SABHA AND BYPOLLS, BSP
SEEKS CHANGE IN STRATEGYSEEKS CHANGE IN STRATEGYSEEKS CHANGE IN STRATEGYSEEKS CHANGE IN STRATEGYSEEKS CHANGE IN STRATEGY
BSP as evident was not able to attain a single

seat in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections following

reports of its core Dalit votes shifting to other

parties. Now BSP supremo Mayawati is trying

to go back to the basics and redraw the party’s

bahujan strategy. She even decided to contest

the assembly bypoll in nine seats of Uttar

Pradesh (UP) in a break from the past, but the

party could neither win a seat nor make the con-

test triangular. After these losses, Mayawati

blamed electoral malpractice and asserted that

until the Election Commission addresses these

issues, the BSP will not contest any bypoll in

the country. The BSP is set to launch its expan-

sion drive on 15 January 2025 and has opened

its doors to the former leaders. The party has

also decided to rope in the All India Backward

and Minority Communities Employees Federa-

tion (BAMCEF).

WHAT ABOUT TAKING A CUE

FROM BEIJING TO TACKLE SEVERE DELHI POLLUTION?

P
ollution from stubble

burning from

neighbouring areas

visits Delhi every year.

Health hazards apart, schools

have to be closed, govern-

ment organisations and private

firms find little alternative but to

ask their employees to work from

home.  These are certainly no per-

manent solutions to the man-made

pollution.

DEMOCRATIC AND SECULAR FORCES IN BANGLADESH

HAVE TO WORK FOR PROTECTION OF MINORITIES

T
he continuous attacks

on Hindus and other

minorities like Bud-

dhists in Bangladesh are

causing widespread concern.

Consequent to the fall of the

Sheikh Hasina government in the

first week of August after a mass

movement, it was expected that

the end of her authoritarian rule

would usher in a more democratic

system in Bangladesh. However,

in the chaos of the first few days,

reports of attacks on some Hindu

temples and houses of the minor-

ity community emerged across the

country. The chief advisor of the

interim government, Muhammad

Yunus, had at that time assured

that minorities would be pro-

tected. But incidents have oc-

curred in the period since then. So

far, there have been 2,000 docu-

mented acts of violence and at

least nine members of minority

community have been killed.

The current aggravation of the

situation took place when

Chinmoy Krishna Das, a Hindu

monk, was arrested and charged

with sedition. Chinmoy Das had

earlier been associated with

ISKCON, but had been removed

from it and is now heading the

Sammilita Sanatani Jagran Jote.

Even if he has been expressing

militant views, the charge of dis-

respecting the Bangladesh na-

tional flag as the cause for his

arrest on sedition charges ap-

pears to be heavy handed.

When Das was presented in

court and denied bail, there

was a clash between the police

and his followers. An assistant

public prosecutor was attacked

by the mob and killed. This in-

cident shows how precarious

the communal situation is at

present. The response of the

interim government and its

spokespersons has been to

downplay these attacks by

claiming that these were exag-

gerated reports. They have

sought to portray it as an out-

come of the public anger

against the Awami League ac-

tivists and supporters. They

tend to see the hand of the In-

dian government behind this

anti-Bangladesh campaign.
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Seoul, Dec 13 (IANS) : The

main opposition Democratic

Party (DP) on Friday expressed

disappointment over South Ko-

rean President Yoon Suk Yeol's

apology regarding his emergency

martial law declaration this week

and stressed that no option re-

mains other than his immediate

resignation or impeachment.

"There is no way to resolve the

situation other than the

President's immediate resigna-

tion or an early departure through

impeachment," Representative

Lee Jae-myung said in a press

conference at the National As-

sembly, Yonhap news agency re-

S.Korea: Main opposition says Yoon's apology

'disappointing,' no option remains other than resignation or impeachment
ported. Lee's comments were

made in response to Yoon's tele-

vised public address made earlier

in the day.  Yoon said he is "sin-

cerely sorry" for causing public

concern by declaring martial law

while pledging not to make an-

other such attempt again. The DP

chief said Yoon's remarks were

"completely out of line with the

people's expectations" and that it

"further raised the sense of be-

trayal and anger among the pub-

lic".

The National Assembly is poised

to vote on an impeachment mo-

tion against Yoon over his surprise

declaration and subsequent lifting

of martial law this week, which

left South Korea in political tur-

moil. Earlier on Friday, Lee urged

members of the National Assem-

bly to pass the impeachment mo-

tion, calling on ruling party mem-

bers to demonstrate courage by

supporting it. "Rather than pre-

dicting the outcome, it is impera-

tive that the motion is approved,"

Lee told reporters. He pointed out

that the decision ultimately rests

on the stance of the ruling People

Power Party (PPP) lawmakers.

A two-thirds majority is required

to pass the motion, which would

need support from at least eight

PPP lawmakers.

Ulan Bator, Dec 13 (IANS) :

The United Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO) has

added Mongolia's Mongol no-

mad migration and its associ-

ated practices to its Represen-

tative List of the Intangible

Cultural Heritage of Human-

ity, according to a statement

from the country's Ministry of

Culture, Sports, Tourism and

Youth on Friday.

The UNESCO decision was

made during the 19th session

of the Intergovernmental Com-

mittee for the Safeguarding of

the Intangible Cultural Heri-

tage, taking place in Asuncion,

the capital city of Paraguay,

from December 2 to 7, Xinhua

news agency reported. Mon-

golian nomadic culture is

UNESCO adds Mongolia's Mongol nomad migration,

associated practices to intangible cultural heritage list
rooted in the interdepen-

dence between pastures, live-

stock, and herders and herder

families moving between

pastures to give the earth

time to rejuvenate, as noted

by UNESCO.

The migration process is

steeped in tradition. The head

of the household determines

the date for relocation, and

the entire family contributes

to the preparations, which

include cleaning the area and

readying the animals, said

UNESCO. A unique aspect

of this cultural heritage is the

role of the wife, who dresses

in her finest attire and leads

the migration as a gesture of

gratitude and respect for

Mother Nature, according to

UNESCO.

Jerusalem, Dec 13 (IANS) :

The Israel Defense Forces

(IDF) and the Israel Security

Agency (ISA) announced on

Friday the killing of three se-

nior Hamas commanders in

airstrikes carried out in the

Gaza Strip this week.

The commanders were impli-

cated in the October 7 attack on

Israel, which resulted in numer-

ous civilian casualties and ab-

ductions, said the statement.

Among those killed was Majdi

Aqilan, the deputy commander

of Hamas' Shati Battalion. IDF

said Aqilan was in charge of

commanding the onslaught in

Nahal Oz kibbutz on October

7 and has since been behind

much of the terrorist activity

against IDF troops in Gaza,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Another target, Mamdouh

Mehna, was a senior figure in

Hamas' tunneling operations.

Mehna allegedly participated in

the attack on Nahal Oz on Oc-

tober 7.

Israeli air force kills three senior

Hamas commanders in Gaza: IDF

Kabul, Dec 13 (IANS) : At least three

commuters lost their lives, and 12 oth-

ers were injured in two different road

accidents in Afghanistan.  The first ac-

cident took place in Jawzjan province

on a highway linking the province with

neighbouring Sari Pul province as a car

diverted from a road on Friday after-

noon, leaving one dead on the spot and

injuring 10 others, provincial police

spokesman Abdul Satar Halimi said on

Friday.  The second road accident hap-

pened when a car veered off the road

and overturned in Shahr-e-Safa district

of Zabul province along a highway link-

ing Kandahar with the national capital

Kabul Thursday night, killing two and

injuring two others, spokesperson for

provincial police Zabihullah Jawhar

said.

Highway accidents kill

three, injures 12 in Afghanistan

Yangon, Dec 13 (IANS) : The

2024 Myanmar International

Textile and Machinery Fair

kicked off in Yangon on Fri-

day.  The event is organised by

the Chinese Textile and Gar-

ment Association in Myanmar

(CTGA) in collaboration with

the Myanmar Garment Manu-

facturers Association

Myanmar International

Textile 2024, Machinery Fair kicks off in Yangon
(MGMA). This event aimed to

make long-term potential business

cooperation, and strengthen eco-

nomic ties between Myanmar,

China and ASEAN countries, ac-

cording to the MGMA, Xinhua

news agency reported.

A total of 20 Chinese brands and

over 100 manufacturers of textile

and apparel, shoes and bags from

China displayed their products in

the expo, it said.

In addition, the event highlighted

made-in-Myanmar products, in-

cluding clothing, accessories,

shoes and domestic bags from

small and medium-sized enter-

prises, with the aim of promoting

and introducing these locally pro-

duced goods, it added. The Korea

Garments Association in Myanmar and Hong Kong

Myanmar Manufacturers' Association Limited also

participated in this fair, the MGMA said.

Moscow, Dec 13 (IANS) : Rus-

sian Foreign Minister Sergei

Lavrov has warned of nuclear es-

calation risks in Ukraine, while re-

affirming that his country remains

open to dialogue.  In an interview

video released Friday by Ameri-

can reporter Tucker Carlson on X,

Lavrov discussed Russia-US rela-

tions, the Ukraine crisis, and the

broader geopolitical landscape.

Lavrov expressed grave concerns

over certain rhetoric by some of-

ficials in the Pentagon and NATO

about potential limited nuclear

strikes on Russia without getting

US territories involved in nuclear

conflicts, emphasising that any

such actions could spiral into un-

controllable escalation, Xinhua

news agency reported.

"Russia's military doctrine says

that the most important thing is to

avoid a nuclear war."

Russian ForeignRussian ForeignRussian ForeignRussian ForeignRussian Foreign
Minister warns ofMinister warns ofMinister warns ofMinister warns ofMinister warns of
nuclear escalationnuclear escalationnuclear escalationnuclear escalationnuclear escalation
risks in Ukrainerisks in Ukrainerisks in Ukrainerisks in Ukrainerisks in Ukraine

Colombo, Dec 13 (IANS) : The Sri

Lankan government plans to increase the

allowance for disabled individuals to Rs

10,000 rupees (approximately $35) from

the current Rs 7,500 rupees (about $26),

Sugath Wasantha de Silva, the south

Asian Island country's first visually im-

paired Member of Parliament, an-

nounced during his maiden parliamen-

tary speech on Friday.  He stated that

this increase will take effect in the 2025

budget. The government's broader goal

over the next five years is to socially em-

power the disabled community.

Sri Lanka to raise disability

allowance from the 2025 budget

Ulan Bator, Dec 13 (IANS)

: At least 12,847 children

aged 11 have been vacci-

nated against the human

papillomavirus (HPV) as

part of Mongolia's nation-

wide campaign, as per the

country's Health Ministry,

reports said.  The vaccina-

tion drive, officially

launched late last month,

aims to combat cervical can-

cer -- a significant public

health concern in Mongolia.

Hospitals across the country

are offering free HPV vac-

cinations to 11-year-old

girls and boys with parental

or guardian consent, follow-

ing the government's deci-

sion in December 2023 to

include the HPV vaccine in

the National Immunisation

Schedule for this age group,

Xinhua news agency re-

ported citing local media.

According to the ministry,

there are more than 78,600

children aged 11 in

Mongolia.

Over 12,000

Mongolian children

vaccinated against HPV

Nairobi, Dec 13 (IANS) :

The number of food-insecure

people in the Horn of Africa

stood at 64.8 million as of

November, according to a re-

port released on Friday by the

United Nations Food and Ag-

riculture Organisation (FAO)

and the Intergovernmental

Authority on Development

(IGAD), an East African bloc.

The report said the figure

marks a slight decrease from

65 million in October, attrib-

uted to improved food sup-

plies following high rainfall

in some IGAD members.

Of those affected, 35 million

reside in IGAD members,

namely Djibouti, Eritrea,

Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia,

South Sudan, Sudan, and

Uganda, while the remaining

64.8 million people

face food insecurity crisis in Horn of Africa
are in other African countries, including

the Central African Republic and the

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC),

Xinhua news agency reported. "Extreme

weather and climate change, now more

severe and frequent, are the primary driv-

ers of food insecurity in the region. The

agriculture and livestock sector is domi-

nated by rain-fed agriculture and the chang-

ing climate disproportionately affects the

vulnerable groups," the report noted,

stressing that protracted armed conflicts

and violence, political unrest, and insecu-

rity have also contributed to widespread

displacement, disrupting household food

production. According to the report, the re-

gion hosts over 29 million displaced indi-

viduals, driven by conflict and climate-re-

lated risks, particularly in Sudan and the

DRC. The influx of internally displaced per-

sons is exacerbating food insecurity in many

host communities by placing additional strain

on their already limited resources.
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 13

(IANS) : The Odisha Assem-

bly on Friday witnessed a

huge ruckus by the opposition

party members over the ongo-

ing multipurpose Polavaram

Project in Andhra Pradesh.

Following the pandemonium,

the House was adjourned till

4 p.m. by Speaker Surama

Padhy.

As soon as the proceedings of

question hour started, Con-

gress members reached the

well of the House protesting

against the rejection of the

adjournment motion moved

by the party demanding dis-

cussions on the Polavaram

Project issue. They were later

joined by the BJD members

shouting slogans against the

ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

Odisha Assembly witnesses ruckus
over Andhra Pradesh's Polavaram project

government. The House was first

adjourned till 11.30 a.m. but when

the House assembled again, the

opposition continued its uproar

prompting Speaker Padhy to fur-

ther adjourn the house till 4 p.m.

The Speaker in her statement on

the rejection of the motion said

that the Polavaram issue is cur-

rently sub judice, so it can’t be dis-

cussed in the House.

Speaking to media persons outside

the House, former Chief Minister

and Leader of Opposition Naveen

Patnaik said, “The BJD has al-

ways been fighting for the inter-

ests of the people of Odisha and

we will continue to do so.”

Meanwhile, Congress MLA Rama

Chandra Kadam alleged that

Odisha will drown due to the

Polavaram Project in Andhra

Pradesh while the state govern-

ment has kept mum on the issue.

He accused the Central govern-

ment of showing undue favours to

Andhra Pradesh and awarding

huge financial assistance for the

completion of the project.

Countering the allegations raised

by the opposition leaders on the

Polavaram issue, state Law Min-

ister Prithiviraj Harichandan said,

“In their 24-year regime, whatever

they have achieved while fighting

for the state is completely exposed

and it is a naked truth and history

will not forgive them. The last

government didn’t do what it

was supposed to do pertaining

to various controversial issues,

let it be the Polavaram or

Bansadhara water dispute or

the Kotia. But one thing I can

assure the people of Odisha is

that this Mohan Majhi-led BJP

government will do whatever

needs to be done to safeguard

the interest of the state and the

interest of the people of the

state.”

Amid cash row in RS, Singhvi seeks
CCTV footage, gives locking ‘solution’
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : Con-

gress MP Abhishek Manu

Singhvi, at the centre of a contro-

versy over the discovery of a wad

of currency notes in the Upper

House, said that he was astonished

to hear about it.  He has called for

a thorough investigation and ex-

amination of the CCTV footage to

get to the bottom of it and also

suggested that every House mem-

ber should be given a lock and key

to rule out any security breach, in

their absence. Singhvi, issuing a

clarification over the contro-

versy, said that he was in the

House only for three minutes on

Friday and added that he carries

only Rs 500 in his purse.

Chaos broke out in Rajya Sabha

on Friday morning after Chair-

man Jagdeep Dhankhar in-

formed the House that a wad of

currency notes was recovered by

security officials during the anti-

sabotage check on Friday.

CM Mohan Yadav's surprise night inspection of cancer hospital
Bhopal, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav

made a surprise visit to

Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital

and Research Center

(JNHRC) in Bhopal, said of-

ficials on Friday.

The CM went to the hospital

late Thursday night where he

interacted with several cancer

patients admitted to the hos-

pital and inquired about their

health. He also inspected the

medical services being provided

to patients. He spoke with patients

who have come from different

parts of the state for treatment at

the hospital. Among the patients

he interacted with were Pawan

Kumar Jain, Roop Singh,

Ramkaran Kushwaha, Sanat

Kumar, Kalavati and Mukesh

Kalam. A press statement issued

by the office of the Chief Minis-

ter mentioned that CM Yadav dur-

ing the inspection said the state

government would pay the ex-

penses for the treatment of a pa-

tient named Tara Pandey.

Pandey from Sidhi district belongs

to the economically weaker sec-

tion. The CM also instructed the

doctors to complete the process

regarding the necessary assistance

amount. CM Yadav said the state

government will provide financial

assistance to cancer patients

categorised under the economi-

cally weaker section (EWS). He

asked the JNHRC staff to fulfil the

process for availing the financial

assistance for the patients belong-

ing to the EWS category from the

government.

Kalaburagi (Karnataka),

Dec 13 (IANS) : Following

the threatening audio mes-

sage to the Chief Jail Super-

intendent of Kalaburagi Dis-

trict Prison, six prisoners, in-

cluding a terror suspect, have

been shifted to different jails

across the state, sources said

on Friday.

The Chief Jail Superinten-

dent of Kalaburagi District

Prison, R. Anita, had received

a threatening audio message

from an anonymous person

warning that her car would be

blown up with explosives.

The authorities have shifted

Zulfikar Ali, a terror suspect

involved in the 2013 bomb

Threat to woman officer: Six prisoners
shifted to different jails in K'taka

explosion case in Malleshwaram

locality of Bengaluru. The prison-

ers were shifted to Belagavi,

Dharwad, Shivamogga, Ballari

and other district prisons in the

state.

Sources confirmed that prisoners

Bachchan, a rowdy sheeter from

Shivamogga, Abdul Khader Jilani,

Sheik Saddam Hussain, Zakir and

Vishal are the others who have

been shifted to jails.

The authorities stated that they

had obtained permission from the

court before their shifting. The

probe had revealed that these pris-

oners were leading a royal life in-

side the prison in collusion with

some jail staff. They were also

blackmailing the officers by tak-

ing their videos. Police said

the threatening message was

sent as an audio recording to

a police inspector in

Kalaburagi on his mobile

phone.

The information was subse-

quently passed on to Anita. In

response, her official vehicle

has been parked under con-

tinuous CCTV monitoring.

Recently, reports of certain

prisoners receiving preferen-

tial treatment at Kalaburagi

Prison surfaced, prompting an

inspection by senior officers,

including the ADGP Prisons.

Vijayan govt opposes

CBI probe into Kannur ADM suicide case
Kochi, Dec 13 (IANS) : The

Vijayan government on Fri-

day moved the Kerala High

Court opposing a CBI probe

into the Kannur Additional

District Magistrate suicide

case.

On November 27, the court

accepted the petition of K.

Manjusha for a CBI probe

into the death of her hus-

band Naveen Babu, who

was found hanging at his

official residence.

 After a preliminary hear-

ing, the court had directed

that notices be served to the

Kerala government and the

CBI.

On Friday, while the state

government opposed the CBI

probe, the investigative

agency said that if the High

Court gave the nod, it was

ready to investigate the case.

The Court said it would de-

cide on the CBI probe after

reviewing whether the police

investigation was on the

right track, and posted the

case for a detailed hearing.

Gujarat residents save big

with PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana
Ahmedabad, Dec 13 (IANS)

: In the Sola area in Gujarat's

Ahmedabad, residents are sav-

ing big by installing solar pan-

els, thanks to PM Surya Ghar

Muft Bijli Yojana initiated by

the Central government.

This initiative, launched by

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, is transforming lives by

enabling families to generate

their own electricity through

solar panels, significantly re-

ducing their dependency on

the grid and slashing power

bills.

One such success story is that

of Pradeep Rawal, a resident

of the Sola area in

Ahmedabad, Gujarat, who is

getting financial benefits

brought by adopting solar energy.

Three years ago, he installed a 6-

kilowatt solar panel system at his

home. Since then, his electricity

bills have been a thing of the past.

In fact, Rawal no longer pays any

power bills, instead, the electric-

ity department credits him for the

energy he generates.

Rawal, who previously spent an

average of Rs 60,000 annually on

electricity bills, now enjoys the

savings and even earns credits for

the surplus energy his system gen-

erates.

"I used to pay around Rs 15,000

to Rs 17,000 every year, but after

installing the solar panel, I am

getting credits. In March, the elec-

tricity department deposits around

Rs 60,000 into my bank account,

thanks to the energy produced by

my rooftop panels," Rawal shared.

The 25-year guarantee on his so-

lar panel system ensures he can

continue reaping the rewards

without any issues.

"I paid a one-time fee of Rs

7,000 for the system installation.

Since then, there have been no

problems.

 In our society, nearly everyone

has installed solar panels. It's an

excellent scheme," he

added. Rawal also praised

PM Modi’s initiative to

promote solar energy, call-

ing it a remarkable vision

for the country.

"The way PM Modi's initia-

tive to provide electricity

through solar panels is pro-

gressing is quite impres-

sive. It’s truly beneficial for

everyone," he said.

Backtracking from MSP promise,Backtracking from MSP promise,Backtracking from MSP promise,Backtracking from MSP promise,Backtracking from MSP promise,
barricading to stop farmers showbarricading to stop farmers showbarricading to stop farmers showbarricading to stop farmers showbarricading to stop farmers show
govt's 'cruelty': Cong MP Tiwarigovt's 'cruelty': Cong MP Tiwarigovt's 'cruelty': Cong MP Tiwarigovt's 'cruelty': Cong MP Tiwarigovt's 'cruelty': Cong MP Tiwari
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS)

: As farmers were staging a

protest march towards the

national capital, barricades

have been set up to stop

them, drawing sharp criti-

cism from Congress leader

Pramod Tiwari.  Referring

to the government's stance

as "cruelty," Tiwari recalled

the 2020 farmers' protests

that resulted in the "deaths"

of over 700 ryots.

Centre to launch 100-day

TB elimination campaign
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS): The

government on Friday announced

to launch a 100-day tuberculosis

(TB) elimination campaign, which

is in line with the ‘TB-Mukt

Bharat’ vision laid out by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.

Union Minister of Health and

Family Welfare, J.P. Nadda, is

slated to launch the campaign

from Panchkula, Haryana in the

presence of Chief Minister

Nayab Singh Saini and State

Health Minister Arti Singh Rao

on Saturday, informed the min-

istry. The campaign underscores

the government’s commitment to

achieving the goal by addressing

the challenges of TB notifica-

tion.
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Seoul, Dec 13 (IANS) : South

Korean auto giant Hyundai Mo-

tor Group said on Friday it will

join hands with Google to

strengthen its automotive software

system and deliver next-genera-

tion navigation and infotainment

experiences for drivers.

Under the partnership, Hyundai

Motor will adopt Google's An-

droid Automotive Operating Sys-

tem (AAOS) and use Google

Maps' geolocation information

service, called the Places API, to

upgrade its navigation capabili-

ties, according to company offi-

cials. Rather than directly apply-

ing the Google Maps service in its

cars, Hyundai Motor plans to

Hyundai Motor to join Google to

advance software capabilities for future mobility
utilise the information provided

by the service on some 250 mil-

lion places across the globe, such

as business operating hours, con-

tact info and reviews, to increase

the accuracy of its navigation

service, the officials explained,

reports Yonhap news agency.

The carmaker first plans to ap-

ply the advanced navigation ser-

vice in Kia Corp.'s passenger ve-

hicles to be sold in North

America, with a subsequent ex-

pansion to the new overseas auto

lineups of Hyundai Motor Co.

and its luxury brand Genesis.

Hyundai Motor Group has

Hyundai Motor and Kia under its

wing.

Mumbai, Dec 13 (IANS) :

IT major Tata Consultancy

Services (TCS) on Friday

said it has extended partner-

ship with Telenor Denmark

(TnDK), the second largest

mobile operator in the Dan-

ish market, to deliver IT in-

frastructure services.

The extended partnership

will see TCS manage the

telecom operator’s IT infra-

structure with an automa-

tion-first delivery approach.

Over the past six years, TCS

has deployed its ‘Machine

TCS inks 5-year deal with
Telenor Denmark to deliver IT infra services

First Delivery Model’ to

modernise the IT infrastructure of

TnDK, which serves over 1.6 mil-

lion subscribers.

“Our partnership with TCS has

been an important factor in driv-

ing innovation and ensuring resil-

ience in our IT infrastructure. By

continuing our collaboration, we

are confident that TCS will con-

tinue to deliver the strategic in-

sights and technological expertise

required to navigate the complexi-

ties of our evolving business en-

vironment,” said Louise Haurum,

Chief Technology Officer, Telenor

Denmark. TCS said it will lever-

age its extensive experience man-

aging TnDK’s infrastructure to en-

hance digital assets, including ad-

vanced automation solutions.

“This extended partnership

strengthens our strategic relation-

ship with Telenor and highlights

our commitment to delivering

secure, managed services,”

said Akhilesh Tiwari, Presi-

dent, Communications, Me-

dia and Information Services

(CMI), TCS. TCS is engaged

with over 160 telecom com-

panies across the globe.

Apple Intelligence now features Image

Playground, Genmoji, ChatGPT support
Cupertino (California), Dec 13

(IANS): Apple on Friday an-

nounced the release of iOS 18.2,

iPadOS 18.2, and macOS Se-

quoia 15.2, with a new set of

Apple Intelligence features that

will elevate users’ experience

with iPhone, iPad, and Mac.

Now, users can explore creative

new ways to express themselves

visually with Image Playground,

create the perfect emoji for any

situation with Genmoji, and

make their writing even more dy-

namic with new enhancements to

Writing Tools, the company said

in a statement.

Building on Apple Intelligence,

users with an iPhone 16 or

iPhone 16 Pro can instantly learn

more about their surroundings

with visual intelligence with Cam-

era Control. And now with

ChatGPT integrated into Writing

Tools and Siri, users can tap into

ChatGPT’s expertise without hav-

ing to switch between apps, help-

ing them get things done faster and

easier than ever before.

Apple Intelligence also begins lan-

guage expansion with localised

English support for Australia,

Canada, Ireland, New Zealand,

South Africa, and the UK.

“Additional languages, including

Chinese, English (India), English

(Singapore), French, German, Ital-

ian, Japanese, Korean, Portu-

guese, Spanish, and Vietnamese

will be coming throughout the

year, with an initial set arriving

in a software update in April,”

said the tech giant. According to

the company, the Image Play-

ground experience allows users

to easily create fun and unique

images, with concepts like

themes, costumes, accessories,

and places. “Users can add their

own text descriptions, and can

even create images in the like-

ness of a family member or

friend using photos from their

photo library. Image Playground

generates images in distinct

styles, including Animation — a

modern, 3D-animated look — and

Illustration, which offers images

with simple shapes, clear lines,

and colourblocking,” said Apple.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS)

: At least nine in 10 Indian

businesses now affirm that

embracing cloud transfor-

mation is a critical enabler

of AI adoption, according to

a report on Friday. Notably,

67 per cent of Indian com-

panies are currently

transitioning applications to

the cloud, reinforcing the

nation’s commitment to in-

novation and efficiency, ac-

cording to an EY India re-

port.

Most Indian companies are

adopting a hybrid approach,

with 80 per cent managing

enterprise applications

partly on the cloud and

partly on-premises.

This balanced strategy al-

lows for flexibility while

enabling gradual progress

toward full cloud migration.

“The rapid adoption of

cloud technology in India is

more than just a technologi-

cal upgrade.

9 in 10 Indian firms say

cloud transformation

fuelling AI adoption: Report

69 pc of $1 trillion FDI inflow

into India came in last 10 years : Govt
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Total FDI inflows into India

over the last decade (April 2014

to September 2024) amounted

to $709.84 billion, accounting

for 68.69 per cent of the overall

FDI inflow in the past 24 years

which crossed the $1 trillion

mark, according to the Com-

merce and Industry Ministry’s

year-end review released on

Friday.  “This landmark

achievement was bolstered by

a nearly 26 per cent rise in FDI

to $42.1 billion during the first

half of the current fiscal year,”

the review stated. Such growth

reflects India’s increasing ap-

peal as a global investment

destination.

Seoul, Dec 13 (IANS) : A

full-scale integration be-

tween Korean Air and Asiana

Airlines is expected to pro-

ceed in earnest, according to

industry observers on Friday,

following the closing of the

protracted merger deal first

announced four years ago.

Korean Air has invested

some 700 billion won

($489.5 million) in a third-

party share issuance by

Asiana Airlines set to
officially become a Korean Air subsidiary

Asiana Airlines. The company

was set to spend an additional 800

billion won later Wednesday,

bringing its stake in the rival car-

rier to 131.57 million shares, or

63.9 per cent of the total, reports

Yonhap news agency.

The move is the final step in the

deal to form a mega-carrier an-

nounced in November 2020.

Asiana Airlines will officially

become a Korean Air subsidiary

on Thursday.

The deal won approval from

competition authorities in all

13 countries and the Euro-

pean Union. The countries

also included South Korea,

the United States, China and

Japan.

The U.S. decision, in particu-

lar,  had been closely

watched, as a rejection would

have put an end to the deal

that has been pursued for

over four years.

EV, ancillary industries in India can attract
$40 billion worth investments in 5-6 years
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS)

: There is a potential $40

billion investment opportu-

nity for the development of

electric vehicles (EVs) and

ancillary industries in India

over the next 5-6 years, a

report showed on Friday.

About two-thirds of the

planned investments can

potentially materialise in

the lithium-ion battery seg-

ment alone, said the report

by Colliers, a professional

services and investment

management company.

The deployment of these

funds will rely upon suc-

cessful implementation of

government policies, charg-

ing infrastructure ramp-up

and domestic manufactur-

ing capacity scale-up, it

added.

At the same time, with an

uptick in EV adoption, in-

creasing need for charging

infrastructure would poten-

tially translate into real es-

tate demand for more than

45 million square feet by

2030.

Bengaluru, Dec 13 (IANS) :

About 73 per cent of the e-com-

merce and tech startups are plan-

ning workforce expansion, sig-

nalling a net employment change

of 8.9 per cent, a report showed

on Friday. This surge is fuelled

by advancements in AI, the rise

of Web 3.0 applications, and the

increasing adoption of direct-to-

consumer (D2C) models, said

the ‘Employment Outlook Re-

port’ for October 2024 to March

2025 by TeamLease Services.

Employee retention has also

taken centre stage. With 88 per

cent of e-commerce firms inten-

sifying their focus on targeted in-

centives, recognition programs,

and career development oppor-

tunities, companies are

prioritising a motivated.

73 pc of e-commerce, tech

startups planning

workforce expansion in India
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Bhopal, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Madhya Pradesh BJP MLA Usha

Thakur said on Friday that

Bangladeshi citizens living in

Indore or any other areas of the

state should be sent back to their

country.

Senior leader Usha Thakur (58),

who is an MLA from Mhow in

Indore, claimed many

Bangladeshi citizens are living in

Indore and they have established

their businesses in prominent

markets in the city.

"I have written a letter to Indore

district administration and have

requested that all Bangladeshi

citizens should be identified and

sent back. I know many of them

have established their business in

Sadar Bazar and Sarafa Bazar,"

said Thakur.

Bangladeshi citizens

living in Indore should

be sent back : BJP MLA

Srinagar, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Mercury continued its free fall

as the minimum temperature

dropped to minus 4.1 degrees

Celsius in Srinagar on Friday

recording the coldest night of

the season so far.

Due to the clear night sky, the

minimum temperature contin-

ued to drop further, said the

Meteorological (MeT) De-

partment officials adding that

the city recorded its coldest

night this season so far.

At minus 4.1, J&K's Srinagar
records season's coldest night

“Weather is likely to remain dry

till the evening of December 8 and

the night temperature is expected

to drop further during this period,”

the MeT department officials said.

Gulmarg recorded minus 4.3 and

Pahalgam minus 6.5 as the mini-

mum temperature. Jammu city had

8.6, Katra 7.6, Batote 1.6, Banihal

minus 2.6 and Bhaderwah 0.3 as

the minimum temperature.

The 40-day-long period of harsh

winter cold known locally as the

‘Chillai Kalan’ starts each year on

December 21 and ends on Janu-

ary 30. During this period, water

bodies in Kashmir freeze partially

making boating/rowing very dif-

ficult in local lakes and rivers.

Frost and fog make the movement

of pedestrians and vehicles

difficult in the morning, and

in order to avoid any mishap.

Guwahati, Dec 13

(IANS): Assam BJP

chief Bhabhesh Kalita

said on Friday that the

opposition leaders must

credit the ruling party for

banning the beef in the

state. “Rakibul Hussain

brought up the beef issue

during the election. He

accused us of distributing

beef to get votes. This

accusation did not go

well with the voters and

Congress put up a very

poor show in the

Samaguri assembly by-

election,” he told media

persons.

He also asserted that

Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma was quick

to challenge the Congress

on this false narrative.

Congress leaders mustCongress leaders mustCongress leaders mustCongress leaders mustCongress leaders must

thank CM Sarma forthank CM Sarma forthank CM Sarma forthank CM Sarma forthank CM Sarma for

beef ban: Assam BJP chiefbeef ban: Assam BJP chiefbeef ban: Assam BJP chiefbeef ban: Assam BJP chiefbeef ban: Assam BJP chief

Kolkata, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Amit Malviya, BJP’s in-

charge of the National Infor-

mation & Technology De-

partment and Co-in-charge

for the West Bengal unit, on

Friday, questioned the exor-

bitantly high percentage of

kerosene consumption in the

state in comparison to the

national statistics.

'Poverty, black marketing'Poverty, black marketing'Poverty, black marketing'Poverty, black marketing'Poverty, black marketing
or illegal migrants', BJPor illegal migrants', BJPor illegal migrants', BJPor illegal migrants', BJPor illegal migrants', BJP
questions Bengal's highquestions Bengal's highquestions Bengal's highquestions Bengal's highquestions Bengal's high
consumption of keroseneconsumption of keroseneconsumption of keroseneconsumption of keroseneconsumption of kerosene

Chandigarh, Dec 13 (IANS) : Kerala Gover-

nor Arif Mohammed Khan has said that the

Bhagavad Gita, a cornerstone of India's cultural

heritage, is a scripture for the welfare of hu-

manity. He spoke on Friday at the ninth Inter-

national Gita Conference, themed "Balanced

Nature-Pure Environment Based on Srimad

Bhagavad Gita," held at Kurukshetra Univer-

sity in Haryana as part of the International Gita

Mahotsav. Haryana Governor Bandaru

Dattatreya highlighted the Gita's message of en-

vironmental protection. He described it as a

sacred text offering solutions to human life's

challenges. Dattatreya, who also serves as

Kurukshetra University's Chancellor, inaugu-

rated the conference by lighting a lamp and

unveiling a souvenir.

Kerala Governor Khan emphasised the Gita's

role in environmental conservation.

He stressed the importance of spreading its

message worldwide. The scripture encapsulates

Bhagavad Gita is a scripture for humanity'sBhagavad Gita is a scripture for humanity'sBhagavad Gita is a scripture for humanity'sBhagavad Gita is a scripture for humanity'sBhagavad Gita is a scripture for humanity's
welfare: Kerala Guv Arif Mohammed Khanwelfare: Kerala Guv Arif Mohammed Khanwelfare: Kerala Guv Arif Mohammed Khanwelfare: Kerala Guv Arif Mohammed Khanwelfare: Kerala Guv Arif Mohammed Khan

the essence of the

Upanishads and Vedic texts,

reflecting India's unity and

integrity.

Swami Gyananand Maharaj,

a Gita scholar, reiterated that

the Bhagavad Gita carries a

global message of environ-

mental protection. He noted

that Kurukshetra, where

these teachings originated, is

a sacred land.

The Gita provides solutions

to life's problems through

balance, he said.

Uttarakhand Governor Lieu-

tenant General Gurmit Singh

(retd) expressed pride in pre-

serving cultural values. He

praised efforts to celebrate

Haryanvi traditions' richness.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : Rajya Sabha

Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar on Friday

said that currency notes were recovered

from the seat occupied by Congress mem-

ber Abhishek Manu Singhvi and a probe

was underway.  "I hereby inform the mem-

bers that during the routine anti-sabotage

check of the chamber after the adjournment

of the House yesterday. Apparently, a wad

of currency notes was recovered by the

security officials from seat number 222

which is presently allotted to Abhishek

Manu Singhvi, elected from the state of

Telangana.."

He said the matter was brought to his no-

tice, and he ordered a probe immediately.

"I made sure an investigation takes place

and the same is underway," Dhankhar said.

The currency notes were found during the

checking from MP Abhishek Manu

Singhvi's seat in Rajya Sabha on Thurs-

day. After this revelation, chaos erupted in

the Upper House with the BJP members

pointing fingers at the Congress leaders.

Union Minister J.P. Nadda said, "This in-

cident is of a serious nature.

Currency notes found

on Congress MP's seat in RS,

Dhankhar says probe on

J&K L-G vs Omar Abdullah govt: Jurisdictions
clearly defined, say Home Ministry sources
Jammu, Dec 13 (IANS)  :

Amid the growing friction

over the division of powers

between the Raj Bhavan and

the elected government in

Jammu and Kashmir, the

Union Home Ministry has

said that there is no question

of overlapping powers as ju-

risdictions are very clear, said

sources on Friday.   This comes

after a few instances where the

Omar Abdullah government has

cried foul. Taking the brewing

confrontation further, Deputy

Chief Minister Surinder

Choudhary on Friday said the

Omar Abdullah government has

enough powers to rise to the aspi-

rations of the people. The appoint-

ment of the advocate general is

one point in question where the

friction appears to have pro-

duced some heat. D.C. Raina

had resigned as the advocate

general of the UT immediately

after the elected government

took office. Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah later ‘rejected’

Raina’s resignation.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Ahead of the Assembly polls

early next year, Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) leader

Bansuri Swaraj has hit out at

the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

government in Delhi over the

non-implementation of the

'Ayushman Bharat Scheme'

and accusing it of depriving

the Delhi residents of one of

the largest health schemes in

the world.

Bansuri Swaraj, the Lok

Sabha MP from the New

Delhi constituency, on Friday,

BJP's Bansuri Swaraj slams AAP govt for

not implementing Ayushman Bharat scheme in Delhi
criticised the AAP govern-

ment for not implementing

the scheme in Delhi, despite

its wide-reaching benefits

across the country.

"Ayushman Bharat, launched

by PM Modi, is one of the

largest health benefit

schemes in the world, which

gives Rs 5 lakh health cover

for free to every single ben-

eficiary. Unfortunately, the

AAP government of Delhi is

not allowing the implemen-

tation of this scheme in

Delhi," she said.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Over 30.43 crore unorganised

workers have registered on the

government's eShram portal (as

of December 1), the Parliament

was informed.  The number of

informal workers from rural ar-

eas who have registered on the

eShram Portal are 27.22 crore (as

on December 1), said Union

Minister of State for Labour and

Employment, Shobha

Karandlaje in a written reply in

Rajya Sabha. The Ministry

launched eShram portal

(eshram.gov.in) on August 26,

2021 for creation of a compre-

hensive National Database of

Unorganised Workers (NDUW).

Over 30.43 cr unorganised workers

now registered on eShram portal : Centre
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Windhoek, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Namibia's President-elect

Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah ad-

dressed the media at a South

West Africa People's

Organisation (SWAPO) Party

press conference, following

her historic election victory.

SWAPO, Namibia's ruling

party, triumphed in both the

presidential and National elec-

tions which concluded re-

cently. Speaking at the event in

the country's capital

Namibia's President-elect pledges unity,

progress, accountability in post-election speech
Windhoek, Nandi-Ndaitwah un-

derscored the significance of the

elections, noting the high voter

turnout and the peaceful, disci-

plined participation of Namibians

as a testament to the country's

democratic maturity, Xinhua news

agency reported.

"We have just concluded a historic

election characterised by political

tolerance, resilience, and a strong

commitment to democracy," she

said.

Nandi-Ndaitwah acknowledged

the contributions of

Namibians, especially the

youth, who granted SWAPO

the mandate to govern, and

reiterated the party's respon-

sibility to honour the trust

placed in them.

The president-elect shared

her vision for governance,

emphasising inclusivity, in-

tegrity, and accountability.

"As we prepare for the task

of governing Namibia for the

next five years.

United Nations, Dec 13

(IANS) : UN humanitarians

have said that they are

gravely concerned about in-

creased hostilities in north-

west Syria.

The UN Office for the Coor-

dination of Humanitarian Af-

fairs (OCHA) said on Friday

that local authorities reported

tens of thousands of dis-

placed families in Hama,

some of whom fled to Homs.

Hama is the destination city

for people fleeing fighting in

and around Idleb and Aleppo.

Now, there are reports of

Increased hostilities in

Syria gravely concerns humanitarians: UN
heavy fighting in Homs,

Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

OCHA said it had worked in

Hama with humanitarian

partners before fighting

broke out to provide relief,

including health support and

essential items, to those

newly displaced. Some 3,000

families were displaced to

Homs.

The office said colleagues

and partners continue to pro-

vide support to people dis-

placed by the hostilities

wherever possible.

Bangkok, Dec 13 (IANS) : As

the 13th International Forum on

Energy for Sustainable Develop-

ment concluded in Bangkok, five

United Nations Regional Com-

missions issued a joint state-

ment underscoring the urgent

need for a just, sustainable and

equitable global energy transi-

tion.  The statement

emphasised a commitment to

support UN member states in

accelerating renewable energy

deployment and improving en-

ergy efficiency, intending to

triple global renewable energy

capacity and double energy ef-

ficiency improvement rates by

2030, helping member states

meet both SDG 7 and Paris

Agreement objectives, Xinhua

news agency reported.

UN regional commissions

call for urgent, equitable,

sustainable energy transition

South African Dy President calls for public involvement in tackling food safety issues

Quito, Dec 13 (IANS) : At least

nine have been killed in two armed

attacks in Ecuador.

On Friday, police confirmed the

discovery of six male bodies aged

17-25, all piled together.

Local media reports indicated that

some of the bodies were bound

and showed gunshot wounds. Po-

lice have transported the bodies to

a forensic centre in the port city

of Manta, Manabi, Xinhua news

agency reported.

On Wednesday night, three mem-

bers of the same family were mur-

Cape Town, Dec 13 (IANS) :

South African Deputy Presi-

dent Paul Mashatile has called

for active citizen involvement

in ensuring food safety and

urged the public to report sus-

picious food-handling prac-

tices to authorities.

He made the call during an oral

question-and-answer session at

the National Assembly of Parlia-

ment in Cape Town, the country's

legislative capital, amid rising

concerns about contaminated food

linked to recent student deaths

across the country, Xinhua news

agency reported.

"As government, we condemn in

the strongest of terms, the irre-

sponsible acts that have led to the

loss of lives due to food-contami-

nation cases affecting mainly chil-

dren in recent weeks," Mashatile

told the National Assembly when

replying to a question about the

cases.

He outlined key government mea-

sures, including mandating all

spaza shops and food-handling

facilities to register with munici-

palities within 21 days to ensure

legal compliance.

Nine killed

in Ecuador armed attacks
dered in the city of Bahia de

Caraquez, Sucre canton,

Manabi. Manabi, a key region

for drug trafficking on Ecuador's

Pacific coast, has seen rising vio-

lence in 2024, with numerous

crimes linked to organised crime,

police said.

In response, the government de-

ployed police and military to tar-

get criminal groups in conflict

zones. President Daniel Noboa

declared an "internal armed con-

flict" in January against 22 crimi-

nal gangs labelled as "terrorist."

Johannesburg, Dec 13

(IANS) : Authorities con-

firmed that 16 illegal miners

were rescued in the past 24

hours from an old mine shaft

in Sabie, a small town in

Mpumalanga Province, eastern

South Africa, where they were

trapped while conducting ille-

gal mining activities.  "The in-

crease in illegal mining activi-

ties in seven hotspot provinces,

More illegal miners rescued

in South Africa amid police crackdown
which include Mpumalanga where we are now

and North West Province where we are head-

ing to later this afternoon, called for an imme-

diate integrated and multidisciplinary approach

to put a stop to these illicit mining activities,"

South African Police Service (SAPS) National

Commissioner Sehlahle Fannie Masemola said

on Friday. The rescue operation in Sabie is

separate from another illegal mining incident

in Stilfontein in North West Province, where

over 1,000 illegal miners have been under-

ground for weeks.

Kyiv, Dec 13 (IANS) : The Ukrainian army

is set to receive more than 30,000 Deep Strike

combat drones next year, Ukrainian Defence

Minister Rustem Umerov said.  "These next-

generation drones can operate autonomously

over long distances and strike enemy targets

with high precision," Umerov wrote on Fri-

day on Facebook.

The delivery of the drones is a part of the

"Resilience Plan" unveiled last month by

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky,

Umerov noted. He added that a portion of

these drones is funded by international part-

ners that have invested in Ukraine's defence

industry, Xinhua news agency reported.

The Minister did not say how these drones

will be distributed among Ukrainian troops.

Ukrainian army to get over 30,000

long-range drones in 2025: Minister

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize 2024 for ex-Chile Prez Michelle Bachelet
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Michelle Bachelet, the former

President of Chile and a glo-

bal advocate for human rights,

has been awarded the 2024

Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace,

Disarmament, and Develop-

ment.  The announcement was

made by an international jury

chaired by Shivshankar

Menon, former National Secu-

rity Advisor and Foreign Sec-

retary of India. “The Indira

Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disar-

mament and Development for

2024 is awarded to Her Excel-

lency Michelle Bachelet for the

example and inspiration that she

is to women and men around the

world of steadfastly striving for

peace, gender equality, human

rights, democracy and develop-

ment in difficult circumstances

and her contributions to India's

relations with Chile,” a statement

said. Bachelet, whose full name is

Veronica Michelle Bachelet Jeria,

is celebrated worldwide for her

steadfast commitment to peace,

equality, and human rights. In her

illustrious career, she has held key

positions, including being the

Founding Director of UN Women,

the United Nations High Commis-

sioner for Human Rights, and serv-

ing two terms as Chile's first female

President. She has consistently

championed gender equality and the

rights of marginalised communities,

leaving an indelible impact both do-

mestically and internationally. Born

on September 29, 1951, in La Cis-

terna, Santiago Province, Chile,

Bachelet faced significant personal

and political challenges during Gen-

eral Augusto Pinochet's dictator-

ship. Following her arrest, impris-

onment, and torture in 1973, she

went into exile in Australia and later

Germany. Undeterred, she returned

to Chile to contribute to its politi-

cal transformation and was elected

President in 2006 and again in 2014.

During her presidency, Bachelet

introduced sweeping education

and tax reforms. Her tenure also

witnessed the signing of a free

trade agreement between India

and Chile, enhancing bilateral ties.

Beyond her presidency, Bachelet

led global efforts to promote

gender equality as the first

Director of UN Women from

2010 to 2013.

internationalnews
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Ras Al Khaimah, Dec 13

(IANS) : The 17th Verona Eur-

asian Economic Forum kicked

off on Friday in Ras Al Khaimah,

the United Arab Emirates

(UAE), bringing together

policymakers, business leaders,

and academics from Europe and

Asia.  Under the theme of "New

Cooperation Architecture for

Contemporary Economy," the

forum addresses critical global

issues such as energy, finance, in-

frastructure, digital transforma-

tion, artificial intelligence, food

security, and environmental pro-

tection. In his keynote speech at

the opening ceremony, Sheikh

Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Su-

17th Verona Eurasian Economic Forum kicks off in UAE
preme Council Member of the

UAE and ruler of Ras Al

Khaimah, highlighted the UAE's

significant strides over recent de-

cades. He emphasized the nation's

evolution into a hub for global

economic, cultural, and tourism

activities, as well as its ongoing

efforts to strengthen its position

as a pivotal player in the global

economy. "The UAE is actively

fostering a business-friendly en-

vironment to pave the way for ex-

pansive international coopera-

tion," Sheikh Saud said, Xinhua

news agency reported.

In a congratulatory letter to the

forum, Russian President

Vladimir Putin said the theme of

the forum reflects the growing

need for a global economic sys-

tem based on equality and justice.

Putin called for a transition to eco-

nomic models free of discrimina-

tion, sanctions, and undue pres-

sure, offering mutual benefits

rather than favoring select nations.

Antonio Fallico, president of the

Conoscere Eurasia Association,

the forum's organizing body,

pointed to the irreversible shift

from a unipolar world order to

multipolarity. Fallico highlighted

the increasing importance of re-

gional globalization and cross-re-

gional markets, emphasizing the

need for cooperation amid evolv-

ing geopolitical realities.

Jakarta, Dec 13 (IANS) : Indonesia will

import two million live cattle by 2029, with

an annual target of around 400,000, to sup-

port the increase in domestic meat and milk

production, said the Ministry of Agricul-

ture on Friday. "There are more than 200

investor entities committed to the livestock

sector, with most local investors opting for

partnership schemes, while foreign inves-

tors tend to build their own farms," said

Agung Suganda, director general of live-

stock and animal health at the Ministry of

Agriculture. He noted that 134 investors are

engaged in dairy cattle farming, while

around 70 are involved in beef cattle farm-

ing. About 90 per cent of farms in the coun-

try are small-scale and not integrated with

the processing industry, Xinhua news

agency reported. Investments in dairy cattle

farming are expected to be realized by 2025,

with at least 1.5 million hectares of land

available across the country.

Indonesia to import

two million live cattle by 2029

The Hague, Dec 13 (IANS) : Strong gusts

of wind caused widespread disruption

across the Netherlands on Friday, with

over 100 flights cancelled at Amsterdam

Airport Schiphol, and railways, road traf-

fic, and waterways impacted.  The Dutch

national weather institute KNMI issued a

code yellow weather alert for nearly the

entire country, covering 10 of the 12 prov-

inces. Only the southern provinces of

North Brabant and Limburg remain under

code green. Wind gusts of 75 to 90 km

per hour were reported, with coastal areas

experiencing gusts of 90 to 100 km per

hour. On the northern Wadden Islands,

wind speeds could reach as high as 100 to

120 kilometres per hour, Xinhua news

agency reported. Travellers passing

through Schiphol were warned to prepare

for cancellations and delays. Over 100

flights had already been cancelled as of

Friday morning. The storm also disrupted

train services, with trees and branches

blown onto tracks in several locations.

Over 100 flights canceled as

strong winds batter Netherlands

Will the Ukraine and Syria

conflicts get entwined with Iran's accusations?
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS)

: One conflict is raging in the

grassy and forested expanses

of the Eurasian steppes and

the other in the semi-arid ar-

eas of the Levant, but the

Ukrainian and the Syrian

conflicts seemed to move to-

wards a conflation of sorts as

Iran has now charged

Ukraine with supporting the

HTS rebels advancing south-

wards.

The two conflicts did have a

link, or perception thereof, as

the Ukrainian war or special

military operation pits Rus-

sia against the West, which

accuses Iran and China of

supporting Moscow. On the

other hand, Russia, China,

and Iran accuse the West of

backing the Islamists of the

Hayat Tahrir-al-Sham

(HTS), formerly known as Jabhat

al-Nusra and linked to Al Qaeda.

However, on Friday, Iran accused

Ukraine of aiding the terrorists,

who moved out of the "sanctuary"

in the northern Idlib province, on

the border with Turkey, to over-

run Aleppo and move into the

Hama and Homs provinces.

Iran's Assistant Minister of For-

eign Affairs and Head of the

Eurasia Department Mojtaba

Damirchilu said that he was aware

of reports claiming that Ukraine

has been selling weapons to the

militants in Syria and helping

them with obtaining IDs, Iranian

media reported.

Those actions are “a clear viola-

tion of the international obliga-

tions of governments in relation

to the prevention and combating

terrorism,” he stressed, and de-

manded that Kiev “immediately

halt” its assistance to "the terror-

ist groups".

Citing the dangerous nature of

"Takfiri terrorist elements" in

Syria, which have long been on the

UN Security Council’s list of ter-

rorist organizations, Damirchilu

described the use of such groups

to destabilise the West Asia region

"as an unethical policy, contrary

to all principles and norms of in-

ternational law".

Alliances with terrorism only lead

to the expansion of insecurity and

violence in the world, and sooner

or later, it will affect those who

support it, he warned.

The Iranian diplomat also hit back

on repeated accusations by Ukrai-

nian officials that Iran has been

supplying weapons to Russia, not-

ing that the only goal of such

“baseless” statements is to per-

suade the US and EU countries to

supply even more arms to Kiev.

Iran “has not interfered in the con-

flict” and has consistently called

for the sides to resolve the crisis

through talks, Damirchilu

stressed.

Ukraine has yet to respond to the

Iranian allegations.

However, this is not the first time

that Ukraine has been accused of

using and equipping proxy forces,

including deemed terrorists fight-

ing Russian interests abroad, with

earlier reports citing its help to

Islamist rebels confronting gov-

ernment forces and their Russian

auxiliaries in the sandy, track-

less wastes of Africa's sprawl-

ing Sahel region.

France's Le Monde newspaper

had recently reported that in

Mali, where the ruling junta

ended a long alliance with

former colonial power France

in 2022 in favour of Russian

support Ukrainian drones were

providing support for the

Tuareg rebels “who are ben-

efiting from discreet but deci-

sive support" from Ukraine.

After over 130 Malian sol-

diers and Russian personnel

of the erstwhile Wagner

PMC were reportedly killed

following days of clashes

with Tuareg rebels and fight-

ers linked to Al Qaeda in

northern Mali in July, Ukrai-

nian military intelligence ser-

vice spokesman Andriy

Yusov said that the rebels had

“received necessary informa-

tion” to successfully carry

out the attack. He did subse-

quently backtrack, but the

damage had been done.

Guwahati, Dec 13(IANS) :

Assam Governor Lakshman

Prasad Acharya during the con-

cluding leg of his two-day visit

to Nagaon, paid his obeisance to

Srimanta Sankardev at

Batadrava Than on Friday, offi-

cials said. He also took stock of

the progress of the Batadrava

Than development project and

held discussions with the con-

cerned functionaries.

Offering his prayers here, the

Governor visited and saw differ-

ent aspects of the project which

aimed at transforming Batadrava

Than into a significant tourist

hub and cultural centre. Express-

ing his vision, the Governor re-

marked that the site holds im-

mense cultural importance for

Assam.

Assam Guv pays obeisance to

Srimanta Sankardev at Batadrava Than

Jaipur, Dec 13 (IANS) : Kuldeep

Singh Chandela and Virendra Singh,

President and Secretary General of

the Federation of Hospitality and

Tourism of Rajasthan (FHTR) on

Friday commended the state

government's focus on sustainable

growth in tourism. They also hailed

the government’s efforts to address

evolving industry needs while high-

lighting the policy’s innovative pro-

visions, such as the introduction of

new categories like eco-tourism units,

film cities, heritage restaurants, ho-

tel housing, and indoor/outdoor play

zones.

Travel trade associations hailTravel trade associations hailTravel trade associations hailTravel trade associations hailTravel trade associations hail
Rajasthan Tourism Unit Policy 2024Rajasthan Tourism Unit Policy 2024Rajasthan Tourism Unit Policy 2024Rajasthan Tourism Unit Policy 2024Rajasthan Tourism Unit Policy 2024

Shillong, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Meghalaya Chief Minister

Conrad Sangma on Friday

launched the "Paint My City”

campaign aiming to increase

the aesthetic appeal of cities in

the hill state.

Speaking at the occasion,

Sangma said, “The initiative is

Meghalaya CM launches
campaign to increase aesthetic appeal of cities

aimed to enhance the aesthetic

appeal of the town. As part of the

initiative, the boundary walls,

building of government offices

and educational institutions will

be painted.” The campaign was

launched in Tura town and it will

happen in Jowai and Shillong.

The Chief Minister said that the

overall objective of this cam-

paign is to transform Tura

town into one of the cleanest

and most picturesque towns

in the country.

Sangma appealed to the com-

munity to participate in the

initiative and set an example

for the state and the nation.

Moscow, Dec 13 (IANS) : Russia will close the

Polish Consulate General in St. Petersburg start-

ing January 10, 2025, the Russian Foreign Minis-

try said.

The move was a response to the closure of the

Russian Consulate General in Poznan on Novem-

ber 30 by the Polish authorities, the Ministry said

on Friday in a statement. It added that three diplo-

mats of the Polish consulate have been declared

"persona non grata" and ordered to leave Russia,

Xinhua news agency reported. It accused Polish

authorities of following an "openly hostile policy"

towards Russia in recent years.

Russia to close Polish

Consulate General in St. Petersburg
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California to push for finishing
new port of entry as Trump threatens border crackdown
New York, Dec 13 (IANS) : US

California Governor Gavin

Newsom has urged the Joe Biden

administration to help secure more

federal resources for a new port

of entry in San Diego County be-

fore President-elect Donald

Trump takes office, as per sources.

Attributing Trump's victory in

November as fueled in part by

some voters' concerns about mi-

grants at the border and by

Trump's promise of mass depor-

tations, the California Governor is

now seeking to reframe the na-

tional conversation around the

border, emphasising the impor-

tance of US trade with Mexico in

fueling the economy, lowering

costs for consumers and support-

ing millions of jobs across the

nation, Xinhua news agency re-

ported quoting The Washington

Post.

On Thursday, Newsom is ex-

pected to announce the beginning

of construction of a road to the

new Otay Mesa East Port of En-

try, according to aides who spoke

on the condition of anonymity to

discuss plans that have not been

officially announced.

State officials say the crossing will

reduce the wait times for cars and

trucks that often idle for hours at

the US-Mexico border.

Seoul, Dec 13 (IANS) : North Ko-

rea will hold a key parliamentary

meeting to discuss a constitutional

amendment and other issues, two

days after US President-elect

Donald Trump takes office next

month, according to the North's

state media Friday.

North Korea decided to convene

the 12th session of the 14th Su-

preme People's Assembly (SPA)

on January 22 at a plenary meet-

ing of the SPA standing commit-

tee held the previous day, Yonhap

news agency reported quoting the

Korean Central News Agency

(KCNA).

The KCNA said that the upcom-

ing session will address a range

of issues, including "revising

some provisions of the Socialist

North Korea to hold key parliamentary
meeting two days after Trump's inauguration

Constitution." North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un ordered a con-

stitutional revision during the par-

liamentary session in January to

reflect his previous declaration of

inter-Korean ties as "hostile,"

pledging not to seek reconciliation

and unification in the constitution.

The upcoming session will be

closely watched for any follow-up

details on a constitutional amend-

ment, particularly regarding pro-

visions defining the country's ter-

ritory in connection with Kim's di-

rective.

On October 15, North Korea de-

molished sections of roads and

train tracks connected to South

Korea -- the Gyeongui Line and

the Donghae Line -- and later said

its constitution defines South Ko-

rea as a "hostile state," suggest-

ing the constitution was

amended during a parliamentary

meeting earlier that month in

accordance with Kim's order.

The KCNA said the upcoming

January session will also ad-

dress the state budget for 2025,

the adoption of laws on the

building materials industry and

offshore farming, as well as

organisation matters, among

other issues, without providing

further details. The scheduling

of the SPA meeting two days

after Trump's inauguration on

January 20 raises the possibil-

ity that the North Korean leader

may disclose his country's policy

toward the US in response to

Trump's second term.

Sofia, Dec 13 (IANS): Bulgar-

ian authorities have dismantled

an organised crime group in-

volved in smuggling illegal mi-

grants from Asia and North Af-

rica to Western Europe, arrest-

ing five suspects.

The operation took place on

Friday in Sofia, leading to the

arrest of three Syrian citizens.

Two additional members of the

group, also Syrian nationals,

were subsequently identified

and apprehended, Xinhua news

agency reported.

During the operation, authori-

ties confiscated phones, SIM

cards, vehicle documents, and

detailed notes related to the

organisation and payment of il-

legal migrant groups. Wit-

nesses, including Bulgarian and

foreign nationals, were also in-

terrogated.

Preliminary investigations re-

vealed that the group arranged

transportation using trucks and

vans to move migrants from the

Black Sea city of Burgas, lo-

cated 75 km north of the Turk-

ish border, to Sofia.

Bulgaria busts migrant

smuggling network

United Nations, Dec 13

(IANS) : UN Secretary-Gen-

eral Antonio Guterres called

for immediate humanitarian

access to all civilians in Syria,

and a return to political pro-

cess to end the bloodshed.

At a press meeting, Guterres

said that he had just spoken

with Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan to discuss

the latest developments in

Syria.

During the phone conversa-

tion, he emphasised the ur-

gent need for immediate hu-

manitarian access to all civil-

ians in need, and a return to

the UN-facilitated political

process to end the bloodshed,

Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

The UN chief also stressed

that all parties are obligated

UN chief calls for end

to fighting in Syria, return to political process
under international law to pro-

tect civilians.

This latest offensive was

launched into Syrian govern-

ment-controlled areas by

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, a group

sanctioned by the Security

Council, along with a broad

range of other armed opposi-

tion groups.

"It has led to significant shifts

in the frontlines. Tens of thou-

sands of civilians are at risk

in a region already on fire,"

Guterres told reporters.

"We are seeing the bitter fruits

of a chronic collective failure

of previous de-escalation ar-

rangements to produce a genu-

ine nationwide ceasefire or a

serious political process to

implement Security Council

resolutions," he said. "These

must change."

Tech to defence, India andTech to defence, India andTech to defence, India andTech to defence, India andTech to defence, India and
US deepen partnerships via SeattleUS deepen partnerships via SeattleUS deepen partnerships via SeattleUS deepen partnerships via SeattleUS deepen partnerships via Seattle
Seattle, Dec 13 (IANS) : Over a

year after its opening, the Indian

Consulate in Seattle continues to

deepen New Delhi's relations with

the Pacific Northwest states of the

United States through opening of

new visa application centres and

enhanced Indo-US cooperation in

the fields of technology, higher

education, defence and agricul-

ture.

It was agreed during Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi's US visit in

June 2023 that India would take

steps to operationalise its Consu-

late in Seattle before the end of

2023. A few months later - in No-

vember 2023 - the first Consulate

General of India in Seattle was

opened.

Located in one of the world's lead-

ing tech hubs that is home to ma-

jor companies like Microsoft,

Amazon, and Boeing, its inaugu-

ration marked a new chapter in

India-US diplomatic ties that have

grown tremendously over the last

10 years under the leadership of

PM Modi. Its consular jurisdic-

tion spans over nine Pacific

NorthWest States of Alaska,

Washington, Oregon, Idaho,

Montana, Wyoming, North Da-

kota, South Dakota and Ne-

braska.

Consul General Prakash Gupta,

an Indian Foreign Service of-

ficer, told IANS that the consu-

late continues to focus intensely

on strengthening India-US coop-

eration in areas of technology

and data.

"Given that technology is our fo-

cus, India must have a footprint

where the tech hub is," he main-

tains.

Gupta highlighted that, as tech-

nology continues to evolve,

India's young population will

have a decisive role to play in

future, especially in the sphere

of artificial intelligence.

He also noted that the defence

sector is one area where US gi-

ants can deepen their engage-

ment with India.

Three climbers dead

on New Zealand's Mount Cook
Wellington, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Three climbers are believed dead

on New Zealand's tallest mountain

after missing for five days, the

police said on Friday.

"After reviewing the number of

days the climbers have been miss-

ing ... we do not believe the men

have survived," said Aoraki Area

Commander Inspector Vicki

Walker. The police believed that

the climbers, two from the

United States and one from

Canada, did not survive a fall

from Mount Cook, the

country's tallest mountain. The

search for the men commenced

on Monday, following a report

that they were overdue, but for

most of the week, searchers

have been hampered by danger-

ous weather, Walker said.

India's development

assistance changing lives across Myanmar
Nay Pyi Taw, Dec 13 (IANS)

: Several significant projects,

that will augment civilian in-

frastructure and improve the

quality of life for the people

of Myanmar through India's

grant-in aid of $500,000 per

annum, were inaugurated in

Nay Pyi Taw on Friday.

India's Ambassador to

Myanmar Abhay Thakur inau-

gurated the Border Areas De-

velopment Programme

(BADP) and Rakhine State

Development Programme

(RSDP) projects along with the

country's Union Minister for

Social Welfare, Relief and Re-

settlement (MOSWRR) Dr. Soe

Win and Border Affairs (MOBA)

Minister Lt Gen. Tun Tun Naung,

respectively. According to the In-

dian Embassy in Myanmar, the in-

augurated projects will contribute

to significant new socio-economic

civic facilities, for the benefit of local

population in line with local needs, in

Chin State and the Naga Self- Admin-

istered Zone. In Chin State, the

completion of 16 roads and bridges,

along with one education centre,

marks a significant milestone. Simi-

larly, the Naga Self-Administered

Zone has seen the successful comple-

tion of 19 roads and bridges, and two

education centres. "Together, these ini-

tiatives encompass a to-

tal of 38 activities, at a

cost of USD 4.5 million

demonstrating the exten-

sive efforts and commit-

ment towards regional

development. Further-

more, notable projects

such as the construction

of a water supply system

in Gwa township and the

construction of an incin-

erator in Mrauk U town-

ship have been com-

pleted, reflecting the em-

phasis on essential ser-

vices and environmen-

tal conservation.



12 Sportsmail14 December 2024

Saturday, Hyderabad www.theindianmail.in

THE INDIAN MAIL

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : The All India Chess Fed-

eration (AICF) president Nitin Narang lauded D.

Gukesh on becoming the youngest World Chess Cham-

pion and said it is not just a personal milestone but the

feat has also etched India's name in golden letters in

the history of chess.  Gukesh scripted history on Thurs-

day after beating Ding Liren of China in the 14-game

World Chess Championship final in Singapore.

Brisbane, Dec 13 (IANS): India batter

Shubman Gill reflected on the team's 10-

wicket loss in the day-night Test in Adelaide,

explaining that the team is more accustomed

to playing with a red ball. He noted that the

pink ball is slightly different, making it more

challenging to judge the seam position while

playing under the lights.

After registering a 295-run win, their biggest

Test win on runs over Australia, in the series

opener in Perth, India slumped to a 10-wicket

loss in the second Test at Adelaide Oval,

which levelled the five-match series 1-1.

"I think the pink ball is slightly different from

the red ball. It's a little bit harder to be able to

gauge the seam and the hand of a bowler,

especially when you're playing at night. And

we are a bit more used to playing with the

red ball in the day. Just the dynamics of a

pink ball Test, we don't play as much.

"And just playing at night, it's a little bit

BGT: It's harder to gauge

pink ball's seam position at night, says Gill
harder to gauge the seam position

and the hand position at which the

ball is released. So, it's a bit more

difficult to look as a batsman,"

Shubman told reporters on the eve

of the match. India will look to re-

gain the lead in the series when

the two sides meet for the third

Test in Gabba, the venue where

India clinched a historic three-

wicket win in 2021 to end

Australia's 33-year dominance at

the venue.

In the match, Shubman played a

knock of 91 in the second innings

to contribute to India's win. Now

that India have come back to the

same venue and had a practice

session, Shubhman said, "It was

nostalgic walking into the stadium

after 2021.

Gukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name inGukesh etches India's name in
golden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICFgolden letters in chess history: AICF

New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS): Indian

hockey star Shamsher Singh is excited

about the much-anticipated return of the

Hockey India League (HIL), set to com-

mence its sixth season on December 28

after a hiatus of seven years.

Shamsher, a vital member of the Indian

hockey team that clinched a bronze medal

at the Paris Olympics 2024, has been

named co-captain of the Delhi SG Pipers

alongside Australia’s decorated forward.

HIL 2024-25: It’s aHIL 2024-25: It’s aHIL 2024-25: It’s aHIL 2024-25: It’s aHIL 2024-25: It’s a
proud moment for meproud moment for meproud moment for meproud moment for meproud moment for me
to lead the Delhi team,to lead the Delhi team,to lead the Delhi team,to lead the Delhi team,to lead the Delhi team,
says Shamsher Singhsays Shamsher Singhsays Shamsher Singhsays Shamsher Singhsays Shamsher Singh

ISL 2024-25: Table-toppersISL 2024-25: Table-toppersISL 2024-25: Table-toppersISL 2024-25: Table-toppersISL 2024-25: Table-toppers
Mohun Bagan look to capitaliseMohun Bagan look to capitaliseMohun Bagan look to capitaliseMohun Bagan look to capitaliseMohun Bagan look to capitalise
on struggling Kerala Blasterson struggling Kerala Blasterson struggling Kerala Blasterson struggling Kerala Blasterson struggling Kerala Blasters
Kolkata, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Mohun Bagan Super Giant

are set to face Kerala Blast-

ers FC at the Vivekananda

Yuba Bharati Krirangan in

the Indian Super League

(ISL) 2024-25 on Saturday.

Vishwa Samudra Open 2024: Ajeetesh

Sandhu registers a thumping five-shot win
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Chandigarh’s Ajeetesh

Sandhu registered a thumping

five-shot win after returning

a confident one-under 71 in

the last round of the INR 2

crore Vishwa Samudra Open

2024 played at the historic

Delhi Golf Club (DGC).

Sandhu (69-67-69-71) to-

talled 12-under 276 for the

week and took home an im-

pressive prize money cheque of

INR 30 lakh for his effort. It hap-

pened to be Sandhu’s first win

in five years and overall seventh

professional title. It was also

Sandhu’s first triumph at the cel-

ebrated DGC.

Bangladesh’s Jamal Hossain

(67-73-67-74) finished a distant

second at seven-under 281 after

he delivered a 74 in the final

round. Jamal’s runner-up finish

earned him a prize money

cheque worth INR 20 lakh that

lifted him 11 spots from 17th to

sixth position in the PGTI Rank-

ing. International winner

Sandhu, who was the overnight

leader by a narrow margin of

two shots, negotiated the windi-

est day of the week and tricky

pin positions with distinction

finding most of the fairways and

greens.

BGT: India's bowling attack loadBGT: India's bowling attack loadBGT: India's bowling attack loadBGT: India's bowling attack loadBGT: India's bowling attack load
mainly picked up by Bumrah, says Gavaskarmainly picked up by Bumrah, says Gavaskarmainly picked up by Bumrah, says Gavaskarmainly picked up by Bumrah, says Gavaskarmainly picked up by Bumrah, says Gavaskar
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) :

Legendary India batter Sunil

Gavaskar believes the current

Test team is indeed heavily reli-

ant on fast-bowling spearhead

Jasprit Bumrah to lead the bowl-

ing attack.

Bumrah is the current leading

wicket-taker in the ongoing Bor-

der-Gavaskar Trophy series with

12 scalps from two matches. But

Bumrah hasn’t found much sup-

port from the rest of the Indian

fast bowlers – Mohammed Siraj

has nine wickets, while Harshit

Rana and Nitish Kumar Reddy

are having five and two scalps

each.

"Yes, to a great extent. You've got

to say that. Mohammed Siraj is

a good foil, but he has to start

getting five wickets in an in-

nings. Otherwise, the load is be-

ing picked up mainly by Jasprit

Bumrah.

"But if Siraj can pick up two,

three wickets, keep on breaking

partnerships, then he certainly

helps Jasprit Bumrah. Harshit

Rana, the newcomer, bowled im-

pressively in Perth, wasn't as im-

pressive in the second game at

Adelaide. "Maybe he just couldn't

find his rhythm, therefore was not

bowling the length that he should

have, or the line that he should

have. But hopefully he will have

learned. And then that makes it

easy. It takes the load off Bumrah.

Bumrah can then come in, in short

bursts of four or five overs, and

be much more effective," said

Gavaskar to Star Sports.

In terms of who should be India’s

spinner for the third Test, starting

on December 14 in Brisbane, the

former off-spinner Harbhajan

Singh said Washington Sundar

should be given a go, after

Ravichandran Ashwin played in

the second game in Adelaide but

got just one wicket of Mitchell

Marsh while not doing much with

the bat.

Imad Wasim announces
retirement from international cricket
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : Pa-

kistan all-rounder Imad Wasim an-

nounced his retirement from inter-

national cricket for the second

time on Friday. The 35-year-old

has expressed his desire to con-

tinue playing domestic and fran-

chise cricket around the

world.

Imad, earlier had announced

his retirement from interna-

tional cricket in 2023 too but

his stellar performance in the

Pakistan Super League.

Bumrah is a combination

of both Lillee and Roberts: Chappell
New Delhi, Dec 13 (IANS) : Former Australia crick-

eter Greg Chappell, who had served as India head

coach, believes Jasprit Bumrah is a combination of

the best of legendary pacers Dennis Lillee and Andy

Roberts. He added that Bumrah is currently the one

standing between Australia and grabbing the Border-

Gavaskar Trophy.  "I have always said that Dennis

Lillee and Andy Roberts

were the most complete fast

bowlers that I faced. How

does Bumrah, with his unor-

thodox action and masterful

control, measure against

these two and the other titans

of modern fast bowling?

"Bumrah, though less overtly

combative, channels Lillee’s

ability to unsettle batsmen.

His deadly yorkers and dis-

concerting bounce – espe-

cially with his unorthodox

release point and trajectory –

echo Lillee’s capacity to dic-

tate terms. Bumrah’s quiet

intensity and precision make

him a nightmare, much like

Lillee’s unrelenting aggres-

sion. "Bumrah shares Rob-

erts’ cerebral approach. Both

bowlers use subtle variations

to outfox batsmen.

Mumbai, Dec 13 (IANS) : With

Yastika Bhatia,  Shreyanka Patil

and Priya Punia unavailable due to

injuries, the selection committee

was forced to make some major

changes for the upcoming six-

match white-ball series against the

West Indies Women to be played

from December 15.

India pick T20I, ODI squads for series

vs West Indies; Yastika still unavailable


