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Hyderabad, Dec.14 (NSS): Chief

Minister Revanth Reddy has an-

nounced that the State government

is resolutely progressing towards

comprehensive reform of the edu-

cation system and the enhance-

ment of educational standards.

On Saturday, the Chief Minister

Govt working to establish

highest standards in education : CM Revanth
inaugurated a Common Diet Plan

initiative across all government

hostels and Gurukuls in

Telangana. During a ceremony

held at the Social Welfare Resi-

dential School in Chilkur village

of Moinabad mandal in

Rangareddy district, Revanth

Reddy remarked that the pre-

vious BRS government did

not adequately prioritize diet,

cosmetics, and infrastructure

within government schools;

however, the current people's

government.

Continued on pg 02

Democracy strangled in 1975, Cong can never
remove this taint : PM Modi invokes Emergency
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Saturday launched a frontal

attack at the Congress party on Saturday and

raked up the 1975 Emergency imposed under

former PM Indira Gandhi-led regime to slam

the grand old party over its claims of being the

‘rightful custodians’ of democracy.  PM Modi,

concluding the two-day debate on the 75th anni-

versary of Constitution adoption in Lok Sabha,

ripped into the previous Congress regimes for its

'blatant disregard' of

the Constitution and

'murder of the democ-

racy' and stressed that

the trend first started

during the country’s

first Prime Minister

Jawaharlal Nehru’s

tenure.

Continued on pg 02

I’m law abiding citizen, says Arjun;

promises support to victim’s kin
Hyderabad, Dec 14 (IANS) : Tollywood ac-

tor Allu Arjun said after release from jail on

Saturday that he is a law-abiding citizen and

respects the law, while promising all support

to the family of the deceased person.  Talking

to the media after reaching his house in Jubi-

lee Hills, he said he would cooperate with the

law enforcing authorities and do the needful.

He thanked all his fans across the country for

their love and support.

“I want to tell my fans that I am doing well.

There is nothing to worry about. Thank you

very much,” the actor said. He once again ex-

pressed his condolences to the family of the

woman who lost her life in the stampede at a

theatre in Hyderabad during the premier show

of ‘Pushpa 2: The Rule’.

Lal Krishna Advani

hospitalised at

Delhi's Apollo Hospital

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : Vet-

eran BJP leader, Lal Krishna

Advani, has been hospitalised at

Delhi's Apollo Hospital after his

health deteriorated.  The former

Deputy Prime Minister and BJP

stalwart was hospitalised late on

Friday night. The 97-year-old Lal

Krishna Advani has not been keep-

ing well for quite some time and

was hospitalised for the fourth time

in the last few months. The reason

for this latest hospitalisation could

not be immediately known but doc-

tors said that his condition is stable

right now.

Continued on pg 02

TDP’s membership
reaches 73 lakh
Amaravati, Dec 14

(IANS) : The Telugu

Desam Party (TDP)

claimed on Saturday that it

has created a record of sorts

in the party membership

enrollment as the total

number of members has

reached 73 lakh. Chairing

a meeting on the member-

ship drive at the party head-

quarters here, the TDP

supremo and Chief Minis-

ter Nara Chandrababu

Naidu congratulated the

party leaders and the cadre

on achieving the record.

Continued on pg 02

CP Anand visits Residential Girls School
at Musheerabad & spoke to students about problems
Hyderabad, Dec.14 (NSS):

Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy has ordered officials

and political leaders to visit

the hostels to resolve the

problems faced by the

Telangana Government in

Gurukuls. As part of this, to-

day, Police Commissioner C. V.

Anand, IPS, visited the Telangana

Minorities Residential Girls

School Musheerabad, Bagh

Lingampally). He inquired about

the problems of the students there

and the facilities available to them.

He discussed with the principal

about the breakfast, lunch

snacks and dinner being pro-

vided to the students and in-

quired about the type of diet

being provided to the stu-

dents. K. Vanishree, Princi-

pal and Dr K. Challa Devi,

Deputy Director.

Hyderabad, Dec.14 (NSS): It is

known that there are reports that

veteran actor Mohan Babu has

gone into hiding due to fear of

his arrest in an attempt murder

case . The police tried to record

a statement in the attempt to

murder case related to the attack

on a journalist, but Mohan Babu

was not found by them. In this

context, Mohan Babu responded

on the news of his disappearance.

He clarified that he had not fled

anywhere and added that He was

under medical care at his home.

He posted to this extent on his X

handle .

Actor Mohan Babu reacts
on hiding rumours;
says he is at his residence

Hyderabad: 204 flight

cadets graduate from Air Force Academy
Hyderabad, Dec 14 (IANS)

: A total of 204 flight cadets

including 26 women have

graduated from the Air Force

Academy in Dundigal, here.

The Combined Graduation

Parade (CGP) was held on

Saturday at the Academy,

marking the successful culmi-

nation of the pre-commission-

ing training of flight cadets of

the Flying and Ground Duty

branches of the Indian Air

Force (IAF). Air Chief Mar-

shal AP Singh, Chief of the

Air Staff (CAS), reviewed

the parade and conferred the

President's Commission to

the graduating flight cadets.

Nine officers from the Indian

Navy, nine officers from the

Indian Coast Guard and one

officer from a friendly for-

eign country were awarded

‘Wings' on successful com

pletion of flying training.

Hyderabad, Dec 14 :

Telangana Public Service

Commission (TGPSC)

Chairman Burra Venkates

ham has informed that that

all arrangements have been

made to conduct the exami-

nation for filling up Group-

2 service posts in Telangana.

Arrangements in placeArrangements in placeArrangements in placeArrangements in placeArrangements in place
for smooth  conduct offor smooth  conduct offor smooth  conduct offor smooth  conduct offor smooth  conduct of
Group-2 examsGroup-2 examsGroup-2 examsGroup-2 examsGroup-2 exams

Police action againstPolice action againstPolice action againstPolice action againstPolice action against
Allu Arjun was mean :  GudurAllu Arjun was mean :  GudurAllu Arjun was mean :  GudurAllu Arjun was mean :  GudurAllu Arjun was mean :  Gudur
Bharatiya Janata Party State senior

leader Gudur Narayana Reddy on

Saturday has taken serious objec-

tion to the action of police against

Telugu film star....

Stokes motivates his team toStokes motivates his team toStokes motivates his team toStokes motivates his team toStokes motivates his team to
put in extra effort, says England pacer Pottsput in extra effort, says England pacer Pottsput in extra effort, says England pacer Pottsput in extra effort, says England pacer Pottsput in extra effort, says England pacer Potts
England pacer Matthew Potts

credited captain Ben Stokes for

motivating the team to put in ex-

tra effort after the dominating

show on the first day...

Zomato gets GST taxZomato gets GST taxZomato gets GST taxZomato gets GST taxZomato gets GST tax
demand notice of Rs 803 croredemand notice of Rs 803 croredemand notice of Rs 803 croredemand notice of Rs 803 croredemand notice of Rs 803 crore
Food delivery and quick com-

merce services provider Zomato

has received a tax demand no-

tice of Rs 803 crore from the

Goods and Services Tax (GST)

department.



02 15 December 2024

Sunday, Hyderabad
THE INDIAN MAIL

www.theindianmail.inGENERALnews

Continued From pg 01

 has substantially increased the

charges for diet and cosmetics

in one decisive move.

"Diet charges have been raised

by 40 percent and cosmetic

charges by 200 percent, taking

into account the rising prices

and challenges faced by stu-

dents. This marks the first time

in the nation’s history that such

a significant increase in

charges has occurred, specifi-

cally in Telangana State,"

Revanth Reddy revealed.

Govt working to establish highest standards in education : CM Revanth
He further stated that the State

government is endeavouring to

upgrade the skills of the students

and make them partners in the re-

construction of Telangana State.

Stating that the unemployment

problem is increasing due to lack

of skills, the Chief Minister said

the State government has up-

graded 75 ITIs as Advanced Tech-

nology Centers in collaboration

with Tata Company and it is pro-

viding skill development training

to the unemployed through Young

India Skills University.

The Young India Skills University

is a role  model for the country, he

said.

Stating that the State government

is setting up Young India Inte-

grated Residential Schools in ev-

ery Assembly constituency to

compete with the  corporate insti-

tutions, the Chief Minister said the

government has taken the respon-

sibility of providing quality edu-

cation along with basic facilities.

"Welfare and development are like

two eyes for me. Spending on the

education is not an expenditure

and instead an investment for their

future.  I have already instructed

the officials and elected represen-

tatives to visit residential schools

two to three days a week. I will

too visit residential schools dur-

ing my every official tour in the

State," Revanth Reddy revealed.

The Chief Minister urged the

teachers to encourage students to

excel in other talents as the gov-

ernment is ready to provide facili-

ties for required training.

Cautioning that the stringent ac-

tion will be initiated against those

who failed to perform their

duties, the Chief Minister has

directed the officials to set up

Mess Management commit-

tees with the students and to

empower the students to

monitor food they consume

everyday.

Government Whip MLC

Patnam Mahender Reddy,

Chevella MLA Kale Yadaiah,

Corporation Chairmen, Dis-

trict Collector and officials

were present in the

programme.

Continued From pg 01

“The Emergency imposed

by the then Indira Gandhi re-

gime continues to remain

and will always be a black

chapter in the history of In-

dian democracy. People

were subjected to inhumane

treatment and their basic

rights taken away by the then

tyrannical regime.”

Democracy strangled in 1975,Democracy strangled in 1975,Democracy strangled in 1975,Democracy strangled in 1975,Democracy strangled in 1975,
Cong can never remove thisCong can never remove thisCong can never remove thisCong can never remove thisCong can never remove this
taint: PM Modi invokes Emergencytaint: PM Modi invokes Emergencytaint: PM Modi invokes Emergencytaint: PM Modi invokes Emergencytaint: PM Modi invokes Emergency
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The former Home Minister in the Atal Bihari

Vajpayee government was conferred with the

highest civilian honour the 'Bharat Ratna' this

year.

As the senior leader could not attend the cer-

emony organised at the Rashtrapati Bhawan, he

was conferred with the award at his home.

Lal Krishna Advani hospitalised at Delhi's Apollo Hospital
Lal Krishna Advani is one of the

founders of the BJP and a mem-

ber of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak

Sangh (RSS)

Lal Krishna Advani was one of the

torchbearers of the final phase of

the temple movement when he

started his Rath Yatra from

Somnath to mobilise support for

the Ram Temple in September

1990. On November 8, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi visited

the veteran leader's residence to

extend birthday wishes. He also

shared a photo on social media

platform X in which he can be

seen gifting a bouquet to the

leader. PM Modi had captioned

the photo, "Visited Advani ji's

house to extend birthday

wishes." Prior to that PM Modi

had said in a post on X:

"Heartiest greeting to Advani

ji on his birthday.

Continued From pg 01

The membership drive is being conducted un-

der the leadership of TDP national general sec-

retary and Minister for Education Nara Lokesh.

Heads of various wings in the party briefed

Chandrababu Naidu on the membership enroll-

ment and explained that of the total number of

73 lakh members enrolled themselves, 85,000

are from the neighbouring State of Telangana.

In the latest enrolment drive, 54 per cent of the

members are new. They informed Chandrababu

Naidu that Rajampet stood on top in the enroll-

TDP’s membership reaches 73 lakh
ment with 1.18 lakh members, and Nellore

City stood in second place with 1.06 lakh.

A total of 1.04 lakh members were enrolled in

Kuppam, the Assembly constituency repre-

sented by Chandrababu Naidu, 1.02 lakh in

Palakollu and 90,000 in Mangalagiri, which

is represented by Lokesh. Expressing satisfac-

tion over the successful enrollment,

Chandrababu Naidu promised to build a strong

army of party members and wanted the cadre

to further work to ensure that in every four

persons in the state.

Hyderabad, Dec 14 (NSS):

Bharatiya Janata Party State senior

leader Gudur Narayana Reddy on

Saturday has taken serious objec-

tion to the action of police against

Telugu film star Allu Arjun and

stated that it was mean, incorrect

and unjustified.

In a media statement, he said the

police have acted in haste against

the film star and broken the hearts

of millions of his fans from the

Telugu States and all over the In-

dia. He said booking Arjun under

culpable homicide not amounting

to death was not correct if the in-

cidents that have taken place at

Sandhya theatre were any indica-

tion.

Police action against

Allu Arjun was mean :  Gudur

Reddy said the police have failed in discharg-

ing their duties and trying to cover up their

failures. They failed to control the mobs at

the theatre and in maintaining the order. He

said police should have been proactive and

preemptive in the Sandhya theatre episode.

They should have provided adequate

bandobust at the theatre.

Hyderabad, Dec 14

(NSS): Former minis-

ter and BRS party

MLA Harish Rao to-

day claimed that

Chief Minister

Revanth Reddy's

words that he would

send officials to jail if

they served adulter-

ated food to the stu-

dents of residential

schools and hostels of

the State, had tuned to

be lies.  “How many

more students should

be hospitalised be-

cause of the Chief

Minister's careless at-

titude of not keeping

words and taking ac-

Take steps to stop food

poisoning incidents at hostels : Harish Rao
tions? How many more people have to lose

their lives,” Harish Rao asked. He visited a

student of Tandur tribal residential school in

Vikarabad district Lilavathi, who is undergo-

ing treatment at NIMS hospital after she fell

ill due to a food poisoning incident along with

former minister Sunitha Laxma Reddy and

Sabita Indra Reddy and former MLA Methuku

Anand. Speaking to media on the occasion,

he said it was a shame that the government

celebrating victory while the welfare schools

have been turned into crisis schools. “If we

question them, they take action against war-

dens and principals and shrug off their hands.

They are struggling to release funds. Pending

bills are not being cleared.

We still have our eyes opened and welcomed

it. It's not a visit to gurukuls. Give quality

meals to those students. It's not about posing

for photos. Fill the stomachs of the students

with a useful bowl.
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New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : A

total of 3,13,464 enterprises have

been supported under the Startup

Village Entrepreneurship

Programme (SVEP) to date, ac-

cording to the government.  Min-

ister of State for Rural Develop-

ment, Dr Chandra Sekhar

Pemmasani, said in a written re-

ply in Rajya Sabha that so far, to-

tal central share releases to states/

UTs under the SVEP amount is Rs

561.13 crore. SVEP has been ap-

proved in 429 blocks across 31

states/UTs including Puducherry.

Lucknow, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath has directed im-

mediate financial assistance of

Rs two lakh each to the families

of the deceased and Rs 50,000

each to those who sustained se-

rious injuries in the Kannauj ac-

cident, the Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister's Office (CMO) said.

This comes after eight people

lost their lives and at least 19

others were left injured after a

double-decker bus collided with

a water tanker on the Lucknow-

Agra Expressway on Saturday.

According to the police, the bus

was travelling on the way to

Delhi from Lucknow when the

accident occurred. Earlier, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi also

expressed his condolences over

the death of commuters in the

bus accident in Uttar Pradesh's

Kannauj.

UP CM announces
Rs 2 lakh as compensation
for Kannauj accident victims

Over 3.13 lakh enterprises supported under
Startup Village Entrepreneurship Programme : Centre

Out of which, in 280 blocks, de-

tailed project report (DPR) has

been approved and the programme

implementation has started, the

minister informed. A mid-term re-

view of SVEP was carried out

during 2018-19 by the Quality

Council of India (QCI), which in-

dicated that the programme was

able to meet the objectives. About

82 per cent of entrepreneurs across

the blocks reported being from

Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe

and Other Backward Class catego-

ries and 75 per cent of the enter-

prises were owned and managed by

women. Nearly 57 per cent of the

total household income is through

the enterprises promoted under

SVEP. “Average gross income of

the entrepreneurs is higher than the

aspirational income stated by them

from the enterprise at the time of

starting the enterprise,” said the

Minister. Around 96 per cent of

the entrepreneurs reported an en-

hancement in savings and 70 per

cent of the entrepreneurs inter-

viewed reported that taking loans

from Community Enterprise Fund

(CEF) was easy.

The exposure visits of these en-

trepreneurs are also organised

within different community insti-

tutions for better cross learning.

SVEP, the sub-scheme under

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana–

National Rural Livelihoods Mis-

sion (DAY-NRLM), supports

self-help groups (SHGs) and

their family members to set-up

small enterprises in the non-farm

sector.

Chennai, Dec 14 (IANS) : Vil-

lagers of Gudallur district of Tamil

Nadu on Saturday called on the

Tamil Nadu Forest Department to

take immediate action to drive

away a herd of wild elephants

camping in a forest area just 2 km

away from residential zones.

M. Lokanathan, a farmer in

Gudalur, told IANS, “A herd of

more than ten elephants is camp-

ing in the forest area, which is

barely 2 km from our homes. We

urge the forest department to act

immediately to drive away these

elephants.” The villagers report

that the elephants frequently raid

agricultural farms and banana

plantations, causing extensive

damage to crops. In a recent inci-

dent on Friday, a wild tusker

reached a residential area and at-

tacked the house of Suresh, a

farmer in Puliyamvayal, Gudalur.

Terrified TN villagers send SOS

to forest dept as elephant herd comes close
Suresh and his pregnant wife had

a miraculous escape though the

elephant destroyed their house.

According to Gudalur range for-

est officials, Suresh opened his

door after hearing noises, only to

find the wild tusker outside. He

and his wife fled through the back

door, but the elephant demolished

their house and belongings. The

previous night, a herd of wild el-

ephants emerged from the forest

and destroyed houses in the

Allurvayal area of Gudalur dis-

trict. Villagers have demanded

that the forest department imple-

ment preventive measures such as

digging trenches and erecting so-

lar fences to prevent wild elephant

intrusions. In another instance, a

herd of eight elephants has been

camping in Thailathoppu, just 2

km from the forest area.

Meanwhile, farmers in the

Denkanikottai locality of

Krishnagiri district have also

urged the forest department to

drive elephants back into the for-

est. Tamil Nadu has recorded

256 deaths due to wild elephant

attacks in the past five years.

Many people have been injured

or incapacitated due to random

attacks, particularly in areas ad-

jacent to forests. The Environ-

ment Ministry has issued guide-

lines to states and Union Terri-

tories to manage human-wildlife

conflicts, including damage to

crops. These guidelines advocate

for cultivating crops that are un-

palatable to wild animals in for-

est fringe areas. Farmers are en-

couraged to adopt agroforestry

models using cash crops like

chillies, lemongrass, and khus

grass, mixed with trees and

shrubs.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)

: India’s youth are the

nation’s true wealth, with

their talent and skills being

recognised and appreciated

globally, Union Minister for

Labour and Employment, Dr

Mansukh Mandaviya, has

stressed.

During his address at an

event in the national capital,

the minister emphasised that

Indian professionals are con-

tributing significantly to ful-

filling global workforce

needs. The webinar was

organised by the Ministry of

Labour and Employment in

collaboration with the United

Nations India, International

Labour Organisation (ILO)

and University Grants Com-

mission (UGC). The minister

encouraged participants to

Young Indian professionals key to fulfilling
global workforce requirements : Minister

consider internships or vol-

unteering opportunities with

international organisations,

adding hat such experiences

enhance skills, broaden per-

spectives and prepare youth

for diverse career challenges.

Dr Mandaviya also urged

participants to utilise the

National Career Service

(NCS) Portal, which has

over 37 lakh registered es-

tablishments seeking tal-

ented individuals.

He described the portal as a

valuable resource for aspir-

ing youth to find national and

international career opportu-

nities. Union Minister of

State for Labour and Em-

ployment, Shobha

Karandlaje, highlighted that

young people are a major re-

source for development.
Patna, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Bihar Rural  Work De-

partment Minister Ashok

Choudhary has criticised

Oppos i t ion  leader

Tejashwi Yadav, accusing

him of misleading the

protesting candidates of

the Bihar Public Service

Commiss ion  (BPSC)

over  the  a l leged

normalisation policy be-

ing implemented.

Ashok Choudhary slams TejashwiAshok Choudhary slams TejashwiAshok Choudhary slams TejashwiAshok Choudhary slams TejashwiAshok Choudhary slams Tejashwi
Yadav for misleading himYadav for misleading himYadav for misleading himYadav for misleading himYadav for misleading him
over normalisation in BPSC examover normalisation in BPSC examover normalisation in BPSC examover normalisation in BPSC examover normalisation in BPSC exam

Drugs worth Rs 8.57 crore seized in Mizoram, three held
Aizawl, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

Assam Rifles along with other

law enforcing agencies have

seized drugs worth Rs 8.57

crore and apprehended three

smugglers in Mizoram, offi-

cials said on Saturday.

Assam Rifles sources said that

the paramilitary troops along with

Excise and Narcotics Department

personnel recovered 244.500 gms

of heroin and 2.288 kgs of ‘WY’

tablets worth Rs 8.57 crore and ap-

prehended three smugglers from

Mualkawi areas in the Champhai

district on Thursday. The arrested

drug peddlers were identified as

Lalhruaitluanga (56), Lalromawia

(44) and Lalruatmawia (42).

In another operation, the Assam

Rifles along with the Mizoram

Police Department recovered Rs

1.24 crore of Indian currencies and

apprehended one Myanmar citi-

zen identified as Lianbiaksang

(26) from Ngur areas of the same

Champhai along the India-

Myanmar border.

The operation was based on spe-

cific input and the Indian curren-

cies were found inside Myanmar

citizen’s bags. The drugs and the

Indian currencies have been

handed over to the police of the

Champhai district for further le-

gal proceedings. With this

Thursday’s seizure, in the past 17

days (November 20 and Decem-

ber 5), the Assam Rifles, state po-

lice along with other law enforc-

ing agencies in separate opera-

tions seized various drugs,

smuggled from Myanmar.

Bengaluru, Dec 14

(IANS) : Coming down

heavily on the Congress

government over a series of

deaths of women after de-

livery in the state, the

Karnataka BJP has said that

the state occupies the top

position in terms of mater-

nal deaths.

Karnataka is number
one state in
maternal deaths : BJP

Migratory birds create riot of colour
as they keep tryst with Kashmir wetlands
Srinagar, Dec 14 (IANS) :

The evening cackle in the sky

as a large flock of migratory

birds start descending on the

water surface announces the

fact that these avian visitors

are keeping their annual tryst

with Kashmir Valley.  The ka-

leidoscopic view on the water

surface inside the Hokersar

bird reserve on the outskirts of

Srinagar city proves beyond

doubt that nature is the great-

est painter of them all.

Teals, Mallards, Coots,

Wigeons, shovelers,

Brahminy ducks, Pochards,

Pintails, Tufted ducks, Shelducks

and the Greylag geese are the ma-

jor species of migratory birds that

come to the Valley from Russian

Siberia, China, Japan, Eastern Eu-

rope and the Philippines.

These visitors come to spend the

winter months in the rather san-

guine environs of the Kashmir

winter to ward off the extreme

cold of their summer homes.

Regional wildlife warden,

Tawheed Ahmad Deva told IANS

that although the migratory bird

arrivals are still not very large be-

cause of the long dry spell, as the

winter season brings rain and

snow in the common days, the bird

arrivals will improve in the next

10 to 20 days. “Say for example,

if we expected 100 bird species till

now, we have around 60 of them

in our wetlands at the moment.

This is definitely going to improve

as rain and snow occurs in the

days ahead”, the wildlife warden

said. Last year, official data said

the Valley hosted 8 to 12 lakh mi-

gratory birds while in 2021-2022,

the number was 11 to 12 lakh.

In addition to the migratory birds

that make Kashmir’s wetlands

their winter home, certain species

of migratory birds called ‘birds of

passage’ spend some time in early

winter and late spring in the Val-

ley before moving to and out of

the Indian plains.

These are the Sandhill cranes and

Cormorants that spend just a few

weeks in the Valley while on their

way to and back from the Indian

plains. The first to arrive are

the Coots and the Teals while

the Greylag geese come to-

wards the first week of De-

cember.

The famous migratory bird

reserves of Kashmir are

Hokersar, Chatlam.
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OPINIONmail

B
engal, earlier known as

the state for bandhs by

the labour, has attained

a prime position for doing busi-

ness among the states in the

country. The state which a de-

cade back was most despised by

the leading industrialists as well

as academics and political lead-

ers and was derided as a state

with no hope for resurrection of

industrial and business activities,

has been acknowledged by a re-

cent survey of SKOCH as the

country’s “new IT capital”.

This turn around and revival of

the economy in Bengal ought to

be reviewed in proper perspec-

tive. Evaluation of nature of res-

urrection cannot be done in iso-

lation, it ought to be carried out

comparing the reasons of the

extreme decline of the industry

in the second half of the last cen-

tury after partition and how cen-

INDIA-BANGLADESH RELATIONS ARE

GETTING MORE AND MORE COMPLICATED

ON THE MINORITIES ISSUE

H
indu-Muslim is a post-2014 phenomenon.

Now, there is the allegation that India is look

ing at Bangladesh through a “Hindu lens”,

instead of looking at Bangladesh through a “Muslim

lens.” The critic forgets that Bangladesh is looking

at India through a “Muslim lens” and that there is an

undeclared war between India and Bangladesh. Also,

Pakistan is taking advantage even as the minority Hin-

dus in Bangladesh are being subjected to untold mis-

eries. Rape. Murder. Abduction. Religious Persecu-

tion. And imprisonment. Bangladeshis in control of

Bangladesh are looking at Bangladesh’s Hindu mi-

nority through a “Muslim lens.” Mohammad Yunus,

the puppet who is a puppeteer, controls the strings of

miseries heaped on the Hindu minority of

Bangladesh, who have nowhere to run to, boxed in

as they are, in ghettos, where protection is scant and

distrust roams unbound. But ignoring the plight, the

question is asked, “Should all this be the reason for

India to look askance at Bangladesh? Why is India

looking down on our neighbouring country, which

isn’t any different from how we look at our neighbour

to the west?  The argument is to give Bangladesh the

benefit of doubt, hold back criticism and give

Bangladesh the chance to arrive at a correct Hindu:

Muslim population balance, i.e., whittle Hindu popu-

lation to a number that Bangladesh’s Muslims will

accept as the right ratio.  Above all, India is not the

United States. India has never ever engaged in re-

gime change except in 1971, when India was the driv-

ing force behind the creation of Bangladesh. India

fought a war for the liberation of the Bengalis, Mus-

lim, Hindu and Christian, from the persecution of

Pakistani Muslims. Everyone celebrated except Pa-

kistan and the United States, which had ordered its

Seventh Fleet into the Bay of Bengal, but had to leave

without a torpedo fired. Since then, there has been a

secular government in Bangladesh, unlike in Paki-

stan, which is an Islamic Republic.

The objection now is, how dare India’s looking at

Bangladesh through a “Hindu lens”? The Yunus re-

gime, which strictly speaking isn’t a recognized gov-

ernment of Bangladesh but an arrangement between

Yunus and the “American deep state”, has relaxed

visa rules for Pakistanis and there are Indians of a

certain bent who are looking at Bangladesh through

Pakistani lens. These elements are adamant that In-

dia is behaving with Bangladesh exactly like it be-

haved with Pakistan. India plays cricket with Paki-

stan but only in neutral countries. Otherwise, India

doesn’t want anything to do with Pakistan, which for

lack of bonhomie, regularly breaches the LoC and

engages in trans-border terrorism.

The ties between India and Pakistan are nothing to

talk about; yet, the current set of people in control of

Bangladesh think it’s the best model for the

Bangladesh of today. Will Bangladesh be satisfied

with “no trade, air, bus, or rail links” with India?

Bangladesh’s “Hindu Policy” isn’t helping

Bangladesh, which will be the bigger loser if

Bangladesh continues with its “Muslims first” policy

against India. It is not on “Hindu India” but on “Mus-

lim Bangladesh” to walk both countries back from

the brink. There will always be critics, those who

have their own idea of what constitutes “communal

harmony”, and who wouldn’t mind if India’s

rightwing leadership gets the short end of the stick.

The Indian Opposition has its own reasons for giv-

ing Mohammad Yunus a long rope. Having said that,

what is the NDA government of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi doing to protect and liberate

Bangladeshi Hindus from the clutches of narrow Is-

lamic fundamentalism? There are no answers forth-

coming, the Modi regime is far from the madding

crowd, leaving the feeling that Modi has cut himself

out by telling the world, “this is not an era for wars.”

For, the world knows, the only way to get Bangladesh

to stop the “Hindu Genocide” in that country is to go

to war with it.
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tral policies and also wrong abour movement

contributed to that.

Ironically no serious attempt was made to

find out the real reason for the decline of

industry in Bengal. The reasons should have

been clinically analysed; what factors caused

this deterioration in the industrial produc-

tion and working setting. How could one

forget that Bengal used to be one of the most

affluent states of India before independence?

Industrial output was the highest in the coun-

try, the state frequently attracted people from

as far as Rajasthan and Gujarat when it came

down to business. Most of the people who

migrated from other states made Bengal their

second home.

Maharashtra was not a major industrial state

in the last century.. It was not a rich state.

Bombay of those days had textile compa-

nies and was hub of left-dominated trade

unions. The mills of Bombay (now Mumbai)

were serious cash – generators. Obviously

many independent trade unions, not affili-

ated to any left party, have came up. They

functioned more on the regional affinity line.

Labourers from south preferred to join unions led by south

Indian leader. Maharashtrians preferred a local Marathi

leader. This regional orientation was one of the basic fac-

tors for birth and growth of don culture in Bombay. The

independent trade unionists who were not affiliated to any

political party, either to INTUC or Left, maintained a cor-

dial relation with the underworld operators. In most of the

cases, the management of the mills took their help to foil

the strikes or force the union leaders to keep away from the

mills. Interestingly the industrialists and businessmen who

migrated to Bombay cursing Bengal of being the lawless

state did not complain against this cult of Bombay vio-

lence. Dattatray Samant a doctor by profession was the

fieriest trade union leader, who had led 300 thousand

textile mill workers in on a year-long strike in 1982,

which triggered the closure of most of the textile mills

in the city was killed by the underworld operators at the

behest of the mill owners.     (IPA Service)
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D
onald Trump’s re-election as U.S. President

could have a big impact on India-US rela

tions, especially in areas like technology,

chips, and semiconductors. As he begins his second

term on January 20 next year ,, both countries will

face a mix of opportunities and challenges that could

shape their tech and economic ties in new ways. In

recent years, semiconductors have become a key part

of the global economy and a major area of focus for

many countries. The COVID-19 pandemic exposed

weaknesses in the global supply chain, showing how

heavily the world depends on a few producers. This

has pushed countries to reduce their reliance on oth-

ers and invest more in making semiconductors lo-

cally. Trump’s government has strongly advocated

for reducing dependence on Chinese manufacturing

and encouraged shifting supply chains to friendly

countries, a strategy called “friend-shoring.” This ap-

proach fits well with India’s “Make in India” pro-

gram, which aims to turn the

country into a global center

for manufacturing.

India is working hard to grow

its semiconductor industry by

introducing policies and in-

centives to attract invest-

ments. The goal is to create a

strong foundation for semi-

conductor production and de-

velopment in the country.

The Production Linked Incen-

tive (PLI) scheme has played

a big role in boosting manu-

facturing in India. It provides

financial rewards to compa-

nies that start production units

in the country.

 (IPA Service)
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T
he crisis of continuity

liberalism engulfing

France applies in

Britain too. Our government

may not have fallen, but un-

less it changes course it will,

as soon as it has to face the

electorate. President

Emmanuel Macron is in de-

nial. Addressing the French

on Thursday night, he

blamed everyone but him-

self for the collapse of the

Michel Barnier govern-

ment: an unholy alliance

of far left and far right had

conspired to defeat the

centre.

It’s a deceitful account. It

is not the left, but Barnier and

Macron’s parliamentary bloc

who entered alliance with the

far right. The rejected budget

continued the discredited poli-

cies Macron has championed

throughout his presidency. It

cu t  soc ia l  and  hea l thcare

spending, promised job losses

and attacked pensions. The

French voted against all this in

the summer. The parallels in

Britain are striking. Britain’s

first-past-the-post election did

not deliver a hung parliament,

bu t  a  propor t iona l  sys tem

would have done.

The “centre” was rejected,

with Labour and the Conserva-

tives receiving their lowest

combined vote share in a cen-

tury. Labour were less popu-

lar at the last election than at

any stage of Jeremy Corbyn’s

leadership, but they have still

managed to become more un-

popular since. One poll this

week put them in third place,

behind both the Tories and

Reform UK. Reform is surg-

ing. The far-right threat so ob-

vious in France applies in

Britain too. As Trademark

Bel fas t ’s  St iofan  O

Nuaillain told the TUC’s

anti-racism conference on

Wednesday, we have four

years to beat the far right.

O Nuallain pointed out that

the key to far-right success

has been presenting itself

as the alternative to the

status quo.

India issues travel advisory for
its citizens in violence-hit
Syria amid escalating tensions

I
ndia on Friday issued an advisory

urging all its citizens to avoid trav

elling to Syria in the wake of the

violence and unrest in the Middle east-

ern country.  "In view of the situation

prevailing in Syria, Indian nationals

are advised to avoid all travel to Syria,

until further notification," the Minis-

try of External Affairs (MEA) said in

its advisory.  The Ministry also urged

the stranded Indians to leave by the

earliest available commercial flights.

It further issued an emergency

helpline number and email ID for In-

dian nationals to contact the Indian

Embassy in Damascus.

"Indians currently in Syria are re-

quested to remain in touch with the

Indian Embassy in Damascus at their

emergency helpline number +963

993385973," the MEA said.

Earlier, MEA spokesperson Randhir

Jaiswal said that India has taken note

of the situation in Syria and South

Korea, and the Indian missions in both

nations are keeping a close watch on

the situation.
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Ottawa, Dec 14 (IANS):

Canadian Foreign Minister

Melanie Joly announced the

launch of Canada's Arctic

Foreign Policy.  The Arctic

Foreign Policy, a diplomatic

strategy for Canada's engage-

ment in and on the Arctic,

provides expanded presence

and partnerships to address

current needs and the flex-

ibility to adapt to future chal-

lenges, the foreign minister

said in a new release, Xinhua

news agency reported. The

Arctic Foreign Policy com-

Kyiv, Dec 14 (IANS) : At least

12 people were killed and 39 oth-

ers injured in Russian attacks on

Ukraine, authorities reported.

Ten people lost their lives, and

20 others were injured when

guided aerial bombs struck the

southern city of Zaporizhzhia,

igniting a fire at a car service sta-

tion, said the State Service for

Emergencies on Saturday. The

blaze, which spread to an area of

250 square metres and damaged

six vehicles, was extinguished,

Xinhua news agency reported.

In central Ukraine's city of

Kryvyi Rih, a ballistic missile hit

a civilian administrative build-

ing, killing two people and in-

juring 19 others, said Oleksandr

Vilkul, head of the city's defense

council. Vilkul said the attack

also damaged six apartment

buildings, five private houses,

and several vehicles.

12 killed, dozens injured
in attacks on Ukrainian cities

Canada launches

Arctic Foreign Policy
prises four foreign policy pillars:

Asserting Canada's sovereignty;

advancing Canada's interests

through pragmatic diplomacy;

leadership on Arctic governance

and multilateral challenges; and

adopting a more inclusive ap-

proach to Arctic diplomacy, ac-

cording to the release. One of the

core priorities for the Arctic For-

eign Policy is to deepen coopera-

tion across the North American

Arctic, the release added, saying

that the relationships in this region

are unique due to geographical

proximity and the ancestral rela-

tions that exist among Indigenous

Peoples. The North American Arc-

tic encompasses the vast northern

territories of three countries:

Alaska (the US) in the west, north-

ern Canada in the centre, and

Greenland (the Kingdom of Den-

mark) in the east. The Canadian

Arctic covers 40 per cent of

Canada's territory and more

than 70 per cent of its coast-

line and is home to many Ca-

nadians, including Indig-

enous Peoples, who have in-

habited this land since time

immemorial.

New York, Dec 14 (IANS) : US

video and e-commerce retailer

QVC is recalling about 1.1 mil-

lion of its "Temp-tations Oven

Gloves" because they fail to pro-

vide sufficient heat protection,

according to a notice published

by the US Consumer Product

Safety Commission.  QVC has

received 162 reports of insuffi-

cient heat protection, including

92 minor burns, reports Xinhua

news agency. Consumers in pos-

session of the now-recalled

gloves are urged to stop using

them immediately and contact

QVC for a refund. More infor-

mation can be found on the

recall's online registration page.

According to the recall notice,

the oven gloves were sold online

at qvc.com as well as through

QVC's televised and digital

shopping platforms from August

2018 to August 2024 for be-

tween 4 dollars and 13 dollars a

pair.

US: 1.1 million oven
gloves recalled after consumers
report 92 minor burns

Seoul, Dec 14 (IANS) :

The National Assembly is

set to vote on Saturday on

an impeachment motion

against South Korean Presi-

dent Yoon Suk Yeol over

his short-lived attempt to

impose martial law earlier

this week, which left South

Korea in political turmoil.

 The plenary session for the

motion will be held at 5

p.m., yet it remains unclear

whether the motion submit-

ted by opposition lawmak-

ers will get the two-thirds

majority required to pass,

Yonhap news agency re-

ported. Earlier in the day,

Yoon delivered a nationally

televised apology for the

public anxiety caused by

his botched attempt on

Tuesday night, while pledg-

ing not to make such an at-

tempt again.
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Beirut, Dec 14 (IANS) : The Lebanese army has

reinforced its deployment along the Lebanese-Syr-

ian border in the Bekaa region amid escalating

conflicts in Syria, according to security sources.

The move comes as Lebanon fears that the inten-

sifying clashes between the Syrian government and

rebel groups could increase the likelihood of ex-

tremist groups reaching the Lebanese border,

Xinhua news agency reported. Anonymous Leba-

nese security sources told Xinhua that the army

had heightened its readiness and strengthened its

presence along the 375-km border separating Leba-

non and Syria. They added that units from the Air-

borne Regiment had been deployed to the eastern

mountain range near the Syrian border, along with

Lebanese army deploys along
border as Syrian conflict escalates

land border guards assigned to monitor

mountain paths and illegal crossings linking

the two countries. Lebanon remains con-

cerned about a repeat of the events of 2014,

when armed groups from ISIS and Jabhat al-

Nusra stormed the border town of Arsal, kill-

ing soldiers and civilians before occupying

areas along the Lebanese-Syrian border for

years. Meanwhile, the General Directorate

of Public Security issued a statement on Fri-

day announcing the closure of several land

border crossings.

Amman, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Jordan's Interior Minister

Mazen Farrayah has an-

nounced the closure of the

Jaber border crossing with

Syria due to the security

conditions in southern

Syria. Under the decision,

Jordanian citizens and

trucks will be allowed to re-

turn to the kingdom.

Jordan closes
border crossing with Syria

'Khalistan lobby' likely to again push forward motion to

declare 1984 riots as genocide, says Canadian MP Chandra Arya
Toronto (Canada), Dec 14

(IANS): Chandra Arya, Mem-

ber of Parliament (MP) of

Canada, has shared his strong

stance against a motion in the

Parliament attempting to label

the 1984 anti-Sikh riots as

genocide and warned that "po-

litically powerful Khalistani

lobby" would likely attempt to

push the motion again.

He said on Saturday that he

was the only MP present in the

House of Commons to oppose

the motion, blocking its pas-

sage.

The Canadian MP also high-

lighted the ongoing threats and

pressure he faces for voicing

concerns of the Hindu-Cana-

dian community and warned

that the "politically powerful

Khalistani lobby" would likely

attempt to push the motion

again. Sharing a post on X, Arya

said, "Today, the Member of Par-

liament from Surrey-Newton at-

tempted to have the Parliament

declare the 1984 riots in India

against Sikhs as a genocide. He

sought unanimous consent from

all Members in the House of Com-

mons to pass his motion. I was the

only Member present in the House

to say NO, and my single objec-

tion was enough to prevent this

motion from being approved."

He added, "Immediately after this,

I was threatened inside the Parlia-

ment building for standing up and

saying no.

There have been several attempts,

both within the Parliament and

outside, to stop me from freely and

publicly voicing the concerns of

Hindu-Canadians. While I am

proud of having stopped this divi-

sive agenda from succeeding to-

day, we cannot afford to be com-

placent. Next time, we may not be

as fortunate."

He further said that Khalistan

might try to bring the motion for-

ward again.

"The politically powerful

Khalistani lobby will undoubtedly

try again to push for Parliament

to label the 1984 riots as genocide.

There is no guarantee I will be in

the House to block it the next time

any other Member, from any po-

litical party, attempts to bring this

motion forward," Arya said.

He urged Hindu-Canadians to

actively engage with their MPs

to ensure the motion is blocked

in the future.

"I urge all Hindu-Canadians to

act now. Reach out to your local

Members of Parliament and se-

cure their commitment to oppose

this motion whenever it arises.

The 1984 anti-Sikh riots in In-

dia, which followed the assas-

sination of Prime Minister

Indira Gandhi by her Sikh body-

guards, were undeniably bar-

baric," the Canadian MP said.

Arya further condemned the loss

of lives in the riots but

emphasised that terming the ri-

ots as genocide would be "mis-

leading and unjustified".

He said, "Thousands of innocent

Sikhs lost their lives in those

horrific events, and we all con-

demn this brutality without

reservation. However, la-

belling these tragic and

dreadful riots as genocide is

misleading and unjusti-

fied." He added, "Such an

assertion fuels the agenda

of anti-Hindu forces and

risks driving a wedge be-

tween the Hindu and Sikh

communities in Canada. We

must not let these divisive

elements succeed in their ef-

forts to destabilise harmony.

India to chair UN Commission
on Narcotic Drugs for the 1st time
Vienna, Dec 14 (IANS) : In-

dia has been chosen to Chair

the 68th Session of the Com-

mission on Narcotic Drugs

(CND), said the Indian Em-

bassy in Austria on Saturday

in a statement. Ambassador

Shambhu S Kumaran, India's

Permanent Representative to

the United Nations in Vienna,

officially assumed the Chair-

manship of the prestigious

UN forum. The CND is the

principal policy-making body

of the United Nations on

drug-related matters.

It is mandated to monitor glo-

bal drug trends, support mem-

ber states in formulating bal-

anced policies, and oversee the

implementation of the major

international drug conventions.

Pakistan: New Gwadar International
Airport to start operations by end December
Islamabad, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

New Gwadar International Airport

is set to commence operations by

the end of December, Acting Di-

rector General of the Pakistan Air-

ports Authority (PAA), Air Vice

Marshal Zeeshan Saeed, said.

During his visit to the airport, the

officer was briefed about the

airport's cutting-edge features and

the promising business and invest-

ment opportunities it is expected

to generate in the future, Xinhua

news agency reported quoting

PAA. The airport, a donation by

China, is a 4F-grade state-of-the-

art facility that can handle the larg-

est civil aircraft. Its 3,658-metre-

long, 75-metre-wide runway, with

specialised foundation treatment,

sets a benchmark in engineering

standards. Designed to transform

connectivity, the airport features

a spacious apron with five slots

for wide-body aircraft and plans

for extensive cargo operations

with a dedicated cargo shed and

future expansions.

Addressing previous connectiv-

ity challenges, the airport will

enable modern airlines to serve

Gwadar, enhancing regional

economic growth and position-

ing Gwadar as a transhipment

hub linked to the China-Paki-

stan Economic Corridor

(CPEC). Launched in 2013,

CPEC, a flagship project of the

China-proposed Belt and Road

Initiative, is a corridor linking

the Gwadar Port in southwest

Pakistan's Balochistan prov-

ince with Kashgar in northwest

China's Xinjiang Uygur Au-

tonomous Region, which high-

lights energy.
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BJP woos Delhi industrialists, seeks suggestions for manifestoBJP woos Delhi industrialists, seeks suggestions for manifestoBJP woos Delhi industrialists, seeks suggestions for manifestoBJP woos Delhi industrialists, seeks suggestions for manifestoBJP woos Delhi industrialists, seeks suggestions for manifesto
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Ahead of the Delhi Assembly

elections, BJP leaders on Sat-

urday interacted with entre-

preneurs in the capital to un-

derstand their problems and

take their suggestions for in-

clusion in the party’s mani-

festo.

BJP leaders assured the devel-

opment of a single-window

system for entrepreneurs’ con-

venience. They promised to

involve entrepreneurs in

Delhi’s industrial growth and

prioritise the development of

industrial areas, said a state-

ment. The dialogue session was

held at Ambedkar International

Center, Janpath. It was attended

by BJP’s Delhi Pradesh Election

Manifesto Committee Convener

and MP Ramvir Singh Bidhuri,

along with committee members,

including former minister

Meenakshi Lekhi, Media Head

Praveen Shankar Kapoor, and

Youth Morcha Leader Abhishek

Tandon.

A large number of entrepreneurs

attended the programme, submit-

ted written suggestions in a des-

ignated suggestion box, and dis-

cussed issues specific to their sec-

tors. Bidhuri emphasised that in-

dustries are the backbone of any

state’s development as they not

only generate revenue in the form

of taxes but also share the

government’s responsibility of

creating employment.

He stated that creating a condu-

cive environment for industries is

the duty of every government.

Bidhuri criticised the previous

governments for treating entrepre-

neurs merely as sources of rev-

enue. He noted that less than one

per cent of development efforts

reach industrial areas.

The BJP MP highlighted the poor

state of roads, blocked sewer sys-

tems, and lack of drinking water

facilities in nearly all industrial

zones of Delhi. He assured that

BJP’s top priority would be the si-

multaneous development of indus-

tries and industrial areas.

Meenakshi Lekhi said that the BJP

is engaging with various commu-

nity groups to draft its manifesto.

On December 5, the party had dis-

cussions with RWAs (Resident

Welfare Associations), followed

by a youth dialogue on Friday

morning and a meeting with en-

trepreneurs in the evening.

Industrial associations whose rep-

resentatives participated in the

meeting included Okhla Chamber

of Industries, Badli Industrial Es-

tate Association, Okhla Printers

and Providers Association, Mohan

Estate Welfare Association, MCIE

Badarpur Industries Association,

Udyog Nagar Factory Owners

Association, Wazirpur Indus-

trial Estate Welfare Associa-

tion, Mayapuri Industrial Wel-

fare Association, Naraina In-

dustries Association (Phase 1

and 2).

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : Union Minis-

ter for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare

Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Saturday said that

the Centre will not only fix the Minimum

Support Price (MSP) for crops at more than

50 per cent of the production cost but also

procure the produce from farmers.  Speaking

in the Rajya Sabha, he said that the Congress

had previously denied farmers the Minimum

Support Price (MSP) for their crops.

“In contrast, the Central Government, led by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has consis-

tently increased the MSP over the last de-

cade,” the minister said.

He highlighted that in 2015, the ministry was

renamed as the Ministry of Agriculture and

Farmers’ Welfare, marking a significant shift

towards prioritising farmers’ welfare, which

was previously lacking.

He said that when the Congress was in power,

they said that they cannot accept the recom-

mendations of the MS Swaminathan Com-

Centre committed to buy farmers’Centre committed to buy farmers’Centre committed to buy farmers’Centre committed to buy farmers’Centre committed to buy farmers’
produce at MSP of 50 pc above cost:produce at MSP of 50 pc above cost:produce at MSP of 50 pc above cost:produce at MSP of 50 pc above cost:produce at MSP of 50 pc above cost:
Shivraj ChouhanShivraj ChouhanShivraj ChouhanShivraj ChouhanShivraj Chouhan

mission. In 2019, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's government de-

cided that MSP rates would be

fixed by adding 50 per cent profit

on the cost.

“When the Congress government

was in power, they never gave

more than 50 per cent profit to the

farmers on cost, but we are com-

mitted to buying the crops of the

farmers by giving at least more

than 50 per cent profit,” he said.

“There has been an unprecedented

increase in the budget allocation

for agriculture. Till 2013-14, it

was only Rs 21,900 crore,

which has now been increased

to Rs 1.23 lakh crore,” he

pointed out.

“We have six priorities for

farmers’ welfare -- we will in-

crease production, reduce the

cost of production, give fair

price for the production if there

is any loss in the crop, we will

compensate for it through

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima

Yojana, we will diversify agri-

culture and by taking them to-

wards natural farming.

Jammu, Dec 14 (IANS) : J&K

Police personnel and Border Se-

curity Force (BSF) troopers car-

ried out joint patrolling along

the international border (IB) in

Samba district on Saturday, of-

ficials said.  Officials said

J&amp;K Police and BSF car-

ried out the joint exercise to

strengthen the security grid

along the IB.

"SSP Samba, Virinder Singh

Manhas, and the Commandants

of BSF's 65th and 159th Battal-

ions participated in the inten-

sive patrolling exercise aimed

at assessing security prepared-

ness and strategic locations

along the India-Pakistan border

in the Ghagwal-Samba sector.

The joint forces inspected vari-

ous streams, culverts and canals

to identify potential vulnerabili-

ties in the region. They also in-

teracted with local residents to

enhance police-public coordi-

nation and encourage timely

sharing of information about

any suspicious person with law

enforcement agencies," an of-

ficial said. During the exercise,

the officers interacted with

jawans and asked them to re-

main extra vigilant and cautious

while performing their duties to

avert any eventuality.

J&K Police, BSF carry out joint
patrolling along IB in Samba

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : The Union

Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, on Saturday approved the

Rithala-Narela-Nathupur (Kundli) corri-

dor of Delhi Metro's Phase-IV project

with Rs 6,230 crore outlay.  The 26.463

km-long corridor will further enhance

connectivity between the national capi-

tal and neighbouring Haryana. The corri-

dor is scheduled to be completed in 4

years from the date of its sanction, said

the Cabinet.

The completion cost is to be implemented

by Delhi Metro Rail Corporation Limited

(DMRC) under the existing 50:50 Spe-

cial Purpose Vehicle (SPV) of the central

government and the Government of Na-

tional Capital Territory of Delhi

(GNCTD) in four years. According to a

Cabinet note, this Metro line will be an

extension of the presently operational

Shaheed Sthal (New Bus Adda)-Rithala

(Red Line) corridor and will boost con-

nectivity in the north-western parts of the

national capital in areas such as Narela,

Bawana, parts of Rohini etc.

The entire stretch will comprise 21 sta-

tions. All the stations of this corridor will

be elevated. This corridor will be Delhi

Metro's fourth extension into Haryana.

Presently, the Delhi Metro operates up to

Gurugram, Ballabhgarh and Bahadurgarh

in Haryana.

Cabinet green lights Rs 6,230 crore
Rithala-Kundli corridor of Delhi Metro

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) :

The Supreme Court on Sat-

urday agreed to examine a

public interest litigation (PIL)

seeking the introduction of

safeguards for the members

of the Internal Complaints

Committee (ICC), constituted

under the Sexual Harassment

of Women at Workplace (Pre-

vention, Prohibition and

Redressal) Act, 2013, in the

private sector.

A bench of Justices Surya

Kant and Ujja Bhuyan issued

notice and sought responses

from the Union Ministries of

Women And Child Develop-

ment and Corporate Affairs,

and the Nation Commission

For Women in the matter.

As per the computerised case

status, the matter is tenta-

tively listed for hearing on

January 24, 2025.

The plea, filed through advo-

cate Munawwar Naseem,

said that though Internal

Complaints Committees are

bestowed with the power of

SC issues notice on PIL raising concerns
on removal of ICC members in private sector

a civil court but ICC members,

akin to judges, have not been

provided with any safeguards,

which will enable them to act

without fear and favour.

"An anomalous situation has

arisen where ICC members

have been conferred quasi-ju-

dicial powers without the req-

uisite independence and safe-

guards. By the very nature of

their employment, the ICC

members may have to take de-

cisions which could jeopardise

their careers. In such a sce-

nario, ICC members lose their

jobs in the private sector when

they take a decision which does

not find favour with senior

management. This acts as a

barrier to holistically address-

ing the issue of sexual harass-

ment," contended the petition.

It added that on the contrary,

in the government sector, ICC

members have a greater degree

of job security and their em-

ployment cannot be terminated

without showing due cause,

unlike in the private sector.

New Delhi/Imphal, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

10-party INDIA bloc in Manipur on Sat-

urday urged Prime Minister Narendra

Modi to visit Manipur, at the earliest con-

venience or hold talks with political par-

ties from the state in New Delhi.  The

bloc, led by the Congress, submitted a

letter to the Prime Minister’s Office

(PMO), requesting him to visit Manipur

to resolve the 19-month-long ethnic con-

flict. Manipur state Congress President

Keisham Meghachandra Singh, while

talking to the media in Delhi, said that

the leaders of the INDIA bloc sought per-

mission to hold a sit-in demonstration in

Jantar Mantar but the authorities declined

permission. “It is very unfortunate that we

can’t practise our right to protest unprec-

edented turmoil... Our movement will not

stop. We will continue to protest in dif-

ferent forms,” said Singh, who was part

of the delegation of leaders of the bloc's

parties. He said that due to the 19-month-

long ethnic violence over one lakh people

were displaced from their homes and vil-

lages while a few hundred people were

killed and hundreds of others injured.

The violence also destroyed huge

amounts of property of the people of dif-

ferent communities, the Congress leader

said, adding that the continued violence

has also further escalated the turmoil with

unprecedented pain, trauma, fear and

complete helplessness among the people

of Manipur.

INDIA bloc in Manipur urges PM Modi
to visit state to resolve ethnic crisis

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) :

The Congress' Delhi Nyay

Yatra passed through the 68th

Assembly segment on Satur-

day as former Deputy Chief

Minister and PCC president of

Rajasthan Sachin Pilot joined

DPCC President Devender

Yadav in interacting with

people in the Badli constitu-

ency.  People in Yadav’s own

Congress' Delhi Nyay Yatra
covers 68th Assembly seat on penultimate day

Assembly constituency, Badli, accorded a massive

reception on the yatra’s penultimate day and as-

sured him of their whole-hearted support in bring-

ing Congress back to power in Delhi, a statement

said. Yadav said that during the Delhi Nyay Yatra’s

29 days till Saturday, he interacted with a cross-

section of people, who shared their pains and suf-

ferings with him. People told me that only a Con-

gress government can undo the wrongs done by

the AAP Government and the BJP who have only

pursued politics.
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Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS) : Food delivery

and quick commerce services provider

Zomato has received a tax demand notice

of Rs 803 crore from the Goods and Ser-

vices Tax (GST) department.

In a stock exchange filing, the company

said this notice has been given by the Joint

Commissioner of CGST and Central Ex-

cise in Thane. This tax notice includes GST

demand and interest and penalty.

“This tax demand notice is for not paying

GST on delivery charges. The total amount

of Rs 803 crore includes GST demand of

Rs 401.7 crore and interest/penalty of the

Zomato gets GST
tax demand notice of Rs 803 crore

same amount," according to the

exchange filling.

The company further said, "We

believe that we have a strong case

on merits, supported by the opin-

ion of our external legal and tax

advisors. The company will file an

appeal against the order before the

appropriate authority."

Earlier, in January and June this

year, Zomato received Rs 4.2

crore and Rs 9.45 crore GST de-

mand notices, respectively.

Zomato in 2023 received a GST

demand notice of Rs 400 crore on

delivery charges. Delivery charges

are levied by Zomato, Swiggy and

other food and quick commerce

companies on their services.

“These companies claim that gig

workers work as delivery part-

ners. They are paid on an or-

der basis. This delivery charge

collected from the users is

given directly to the gig

worker,” according to reports.

Seoul, Dec 14 (IANS): South Korean tech giant

Samsung Electronics said on Saturday it will launch

an "extended reality" (XR) headset jointly devel-

oped with Alphabet’s Google and Qualcomm in

global markets next year.

The extended reality headset is part of wearable

devices to be powered by the new version of

Google's Android software -- called Android XR -

- developed in tandem with Samsung.

"The XR headset product will arrive in global mar-

kets sometime next year. No further details are

available about the product for now," a company

spokesperson said over the phone, reports Yonhap

news agency. Extended Reality is a blanket term

that refers to a range of virtual-, augmented- and

mixed-reality technologies.

The new headset, code-named Project Moohan,

taken from the Korean word for "infinity," will have

Google's Gemini chatbot built into its core, allow-

ing users to control their apps with conversational

commands and physical gestures.

The Samsung headset is equipped with Qualcomm's

XR2 Gen 2 chip for mixed-reality devices.

Samsung to launch 'extended
reality' headset next year

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)

: India’s industrial activity is

expected to accelerate in the

second half of the current fi-

nancial year on the back of

recovering consumption de-

mand and higher export

growth while inflation is

likely to ease, according to a

CRISIL report released on

Saturday. “So far, high food

inflation, elevated interest

rates and slowing credit

growth have impacted con-

sumption recovery. How-

ever, with food inflation

showing signs of easing, the

space for discretionary con-

sumption is expected to in-

crease,” the report states.

Moreover, the rural economy

will likely improve follow-

ing healthy agricultural pro-

duction this year, it adds.

India’s industrial growth to
accelerate, inflation to ease in
2nd half of 2024-25: Report

Passenger vehicles clock

highest ever November sales in India
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : Passenger vehicles in In-

dia saw their highest-ever November sales at 3.48 lakh

units, with a growth of 4.1 per cent as compared to the

same month last year, according to figures released by

the Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM)

on Saturday. Though the Diwali festival did not fall in

the month of November, the two-wheeler segment posted

sales of 16.05 lakh units, crossing the 16 lakh units mark

for the first time in a non-Diwali November, the figures

showed. The total production of automobiles during the

month including of passenger vehicles, three wheelers,

two wheelers, and quadricycle in November 2024 was

24,07,351 units. “The demand momentum which was

seen in October during the festive period has continued

in November for the industry as a whole,” said Rajesh

Menon, Director General, SIAM.

Data released by the auto manufacturers earlier this

month showed there was an uptick in the sale of cars

and SUVs in the domestic market during Nov with mar-

ket leader Maruti Suzuki India Ltd, Tata Motors and

Toyota Kirloskar recording an increase in dispatches to

dealers during the month. Maruti Suzuki’s total domes-

tic passenger vehicle sales went up to 141,312 units

during November this year from 134, 158 units in the

same month last year. The main growth was recorded

in the SUV segment where sales of its popular mod-

els such Brezza, Grand Vitara and Jimmy surged to

59,003 units during the month from 49,016 units in

Nov 2023. Toyota Kirloskar Motor (TKM) registered

a monthly sales volume of 25,586 units in Novem-

ber 2024, representing a 44 percent increase over

the 17,818 units sold in the same month last year. In

addition, the company exported 1140 units. "Our di-

verse portfolio, spanning from hatchbacks to SUVs,

continues to offer tailored mobility solutions that

resonate with varying lifestyles," TKM Vice Presi-

dent, Sales-Service-Used Car Business Sabari

Manohar said in a statement. The year 2024 has ex-

ceeded the company's expectations, he said. Tata

Motors recorded a 2 per cent year-on-year increase

in passenger vehicle sales during November this year

at 47,117 units.

Seoul, Dec 14 (IANS) : The transport ministry

said on Saturday it will conduct a flight demon-

stration of a commercial-level air taxi model this

week, as part of a government project to intro-

duce the urban air mobility (UAM) industry in

the country.  The ministry will demonstrate the

operation of the S-4 model built by U.S. electric

aircraft manufacturer Joby Aviation Inc. at the

Korea Aerospace Research Institute's aviation

center in Goheung.

Commercial-level
air taxis arriving soon in South Korea

RBI gets bomb threat in
'Russian' language, 2nd time in a month
Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Following a string of online

bomb threats in the country, the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

has received a bomb threat via

email, second such incident in

a month for the Central Bank.

Apparently written in the Rus-

sian language, the email was

sent to the official website of

the Central Bank on Saturday

afternoon, threatening to blow

up the building with explo-

sives. The police have regis-

tered a case against the un-

known sender at Mata

Ramabai Marg (MRA Marg)

police station in Mumbai.

The authorities were actively

investigating the matter and

working to track down those responsible for the email

threat. On November 16, a similar bomb threat was

received on the RBI's customer care number and the

caller claimed to be the "CEO of Lashkar-e-Taiba".

During the call, the accused reportedly sang a song

over the phone before issuing the threat. The Lashkar-

e-Taiba terror group had carried out the 2008 Mumbai

attacks, one of the deadliest terror attacks in the coun-

try. The matter was immediately escalated to the

Mumbai Police, who conducted a search. However,

nothing suspicious was found. The latest incident oc-

curs at a time when the country continues to witness

several hoax threat calls, primarily targeting airlines

and schools. On Saturday, six schools in Delhi re-

ceived a bomb threat via email. The police were fol-

lowing the usual standard operating procedure (SOP)

of undertaking detailed checks, said officials. Delhi

Police said in a statement: "We are following the usual

SOP of undertaking detailed checks wherever such

mails are received."

India’s GDP growth to
hold steady in FY25, likely
to clock 6.7 pc in FY26
Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS) :

India's economic growth will

continue to hold steady in FY25

despite global uncertainties, with

a projected GDP at 6.7 per cent

in FY26, a report showed on Sat-

urday.  CareEdge Ratings said

that it expects Indian government

to continue on the path of fiscal

consolidation and projects India's

GDP growth to remain healthy at

6.5 per cent in FY25 and 6.7 per

cent in FY26.

“We expect to see improvement

in private investment in 2025,

supported by anticipated mon-

etary policy easing,” said Sachin

Gupta, Chief Rating Officer and

ED, CareEdge Ratings.

The report said that CPI inflation

is expected to moderate in the

coming quarters. It expects food

inflation to moderate, driven by

a strong kharif harvest and

favourable conditions for rabi

sowing.

The CPI inflation, excluding veg-

etable inflation, has been below

4 per cent in the last few months.

The average CPI inflation is pro-

jected at 4.8 per cent in FY25 and

4.5 per cent in FY26. Core infla-

tion is expected to remain benign,

averaging 3.5 per cent in FY25

and 4.3 per cent in FY26.

Indian share market opens
in red amid selling across sectors
Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS) : The In-

dian stock market opened in red on

Saturday as selling was seen in Nifty's

all sectors in early trade.

At around 9:29 am, Sensex was trad-

ing at 80,840.9 after declining 449.02

points or 0.55 per cent, while Nifty

was trading at 24,421.15 after drop-

ping 127.55 points or 0.52 per cent.

The market trend remained negative.

On the National Stock Exchange

(NSE), 559 stocks were trading in

green, while 1,657 stocks were in red.

According to market experts, “No-

vember CPI inflation at 5.48 per cent

has come within the RBI’s tolerance

limit. If this trend continues it can pave

the way for a rate cut by the monetary

policy committee (MPC) in February.”

"However, the rising dollar is a con-

cern since it can lead to imported in-

flation. Nifty is unlikely to break from

the range of 24,500-24,850,” they

added.

Nifty Bank was down 40.95 points or

0.08 per cent at 53,175.50 Nifty

Midcap 100 index was trading at

58,706.85 after dropping 314.85

points or 0.53 per cent. Nifty Smallcap

100 index was at 19,336.50 after drop-

ping 130.05 points or 0.67 per cent.

Akshay Chinchalkar of Axis Securi-

ties said that Thursday was an-

other down day on the Nifty

with the market yet again fail-

ing to get past what is now un-

doubtedly a key near-term

hurdle near 24,700.

"Yesterday's drop had higher

participation compared with

what was seen the day before,

which means market partici-

pants are nervous," he men-

tioned

In the Sensex pack, Power Grid,

Bharti Airtel, Adani Ports, Sun

Pharma, NTPC and Tata Motors

were the top gainers. Whereas,

JSW Steel, Tata Steel, Infosys,

M&amp;M, Titan, UltraTech

Cement, Bajaj Finance and

L&amp;T were the top losers.

In the Asian markets, except

Seoul, the markets of Hong

Kong, Bangkok, China, Jakarta

and Japan were trading in red.

In the US stock markets, the

S&amp;P 500 and Nasdaq

Composite ended 0.54 per cent

and 0.66 per cent lower, respec-

tively. The Dow Jones Indus-

trial Average ended 0.53 per

cent down on the previous trad-

ing day.



08 15 December 2024

Sunday, Hyderabad
THE INDIAN MAIL

www.theindianmail.in

Owner/Publisher Printed by B.Vinayaka Rao, Printed at : Sree Seshasai Enterprises, # Plot No.19, IDA Balanagar, Medchal Dist-500037,  Published from D.No. 6-3-347/9, 301 on 3 rd Floor, Riviera Apartments Dwarakapuri Colony, Punjagutta, Hyderabad 500082,
TELANGANA. Editor : B.Vinayaka Rao, Tel:48555006, Email:theindianmaildaily@gmail.com RNI No.TEL/ENG/2010/40025

Nationalnews

Govt creating national
database for accurate count of the disabled
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) :

There are an estimated 2.68 crore

persons with disabilities in India,

which is 2.21 per cent of the total

population, and the government is

creating a National Database for

Persons with Disabilities (PwD)

for a more accurate count, the Par-

liament was informed on Satur-

day.

The database would serve as a re-

liable platform to ascertain the

estimate of PwD population in the

country in due course, Minister of

State for Health and Family Wel-

fare Anupriya Patel told Lok

Sabha.

She said that disability in move-

ment, in hearing and in seeing are

the three largest categories with

54.36 lakh, 50.72 lakh and 50.33

lakh persons, respectively.

In reply to a question by Rani

Srikumar of the DMK, MoS Patel

said, the Department of Empow-

erment of Persons with Disabili-

ties (DEPwD), Ministry of Social

Justice and Empowerment

(MoSJE), relies on Census 2011

for data on the population of per-

sons with disabilities in the coun-

try. According to the Census 2011,

in India, out of 121 crore popula-

tion, there are an estimated 2.68

crore persons with disabilities,

which is 2.21 per cent of the total

population, said the MoS.

As per the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016,

there are 21 specified disabilities.

The DEPwD has launched the

Unique Disability ID (UDID) sub-

scheme to create a National Data-

base for Persons with Disabilities

across the country, she said.

The government’s data indicate

that there are 19.98 lakh people

with speech disability, 15.05 lakh

have mental retardation and 7.22

lakh have mental illness. There are

21.16 lakh people with multiple

disabilities and 49.27 lakh are

listed in the “Any Other” category

of disability by the government,

the Mos said. Elaborating on the

plan to create a database for PwD,

MoS Patel said that as per the

Rights of Persons with Disabili-

ties (RPwD) Act 2016, there are

21 specified disabilities. “The

DEPwD has launched the Unique

Disability ID (UDID) sub-scheme

with a view of creating a National

Database for Persons with Dis-

abilities across the country. Under

the UDID project, certificates of

disability and Unique Disability

Identity cards are issued to Per-

sons with Disabilities through

competent medical authorities

notified by respective State Gov-

ernments/Union Territories,” she

said. The project aims to encour-

age transparency, and efficiency in

the system of delivering govern-

ment benefits to persons with dis-

abilities.

193 cases pending before

Constitutional Benches of SC
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)

: A total of 193 cases are

pending before the Constitu-

tion Benches of the Supreme

Court, the Parliament was

informed on Saturday. A

maximum of 167 cases are

pending before Three-Judge

Bench, followed by 19 cases

pending before Five-Judge

Bench, 5 cases before Seven-

Judge Bench and two before

Nine-Judge Bench. These

193 cases are in addition to

the others pending before Di-

vision Benches, Chamber-

Judge and Registrar Court,

estimated to be over 80,000.

Minister of State (Indepen-

dent Charge), for Law and

Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal,

in a written reply in Lok

Sabha, said the disposal of

cases is within the exclusive

domain of the judiciary.

However, as per information

provided by the Supreme

Court, numerous IT initia-

tives to streamline the

day-to-day operations

have been carried out by

the top court to handle

the increasing pendency

of cases. Responding to

a question by Kuldeep

Indora of the Congress

on reasons behind the

accumulation of these

cases, MoS Meghwal

said, “There is no single

conspicuous reason for

pendency of cases. It is

a multi-faceted situa-

tion. The increase in the

population of the coun-

try, ease of access, and

awareness amongst the

public have contributed

to the filing of fresh

cases that are continu-

ously increasing year

after year. The pan-

demic, which set in

around 2020, has also

contributed signifi-

cantly in increasing the

pendency in the last four years.” High-

lighting the Centre’s efforts to augment

judicial infrastructure, the MoS said,

“As on date, Rs 11571.57 crore have

been released since the inception of the

Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for

Development of Infrastructure Facili-

ties for the Judiciary in 1993-94.” “The

number of court halls has increased

from 15,818 as on June 30, 2014 to

23,590 as on October 31, 2024, and

the number of residential units has in-

creased from 10,211 as on June 30,

2014 to 21,076 as on October 31, 2024,

under this scheme,” MoS Meghwal

said. Highlighting efforts to speed up

court proceedings, he said under Phase

I and II of the e-Courts Mission Mode

Project, information and communica-

tion technology (ICT) had been lever-

aged for IT enablement of District and

Subordinate Courts.

Patna, Dec 14 (IANS) : Amid a

huge uproar over normalisation,

the Bihar Public Service Commis-

sion (BPSC) has issued a detailed

clarification, categorically deny-

ing the rumours.  The Commission

stated that the ‘normalisation’ pro-

cess is neither mentioned in any

clause of the advertisement for the

70th Combined Preliminary Ex-

amination nor proposed after-

wards.

It affirmed that the exam will be

conducted in a single shift on (Sat-

urday), from 12:00 noon to 2:00

p.m., and thus normalisation is ir-

BPSC denies implementation
of ‘normalisation’ in upcoming exam

relevant. Normalisation is a pro-

cess aimed at addressing possible

variations in the difficulty of dif-

ferent question papers across dif-

ferent shifts of an examination. In

a statement issued by BPSC, the

Commission expressed surprise at

the spread of these rumours, sug-

gesting that they were fabricated

by certain "coaching operators

and student leaders" to mislead

candidates.

BPSC urged candidates to dis-

regard the misinformation circu-

lating on social media and as-

sured them of a transparent and

fair examination process. De-

spite the clarification, the situ-

ation remains tense in

Gardanibagh Patna, the venue

of Dharna. Many aspirants had

already begun protesting based

on the assumption that

normalisation would disadvan-

tage them. Educationists like

Faizal Khan known as Khan

Sir and Motiur Rahman Khan

known as Guru Rahman joined

the protests, criticising the per-

ceived lack of communication

from BPSC and advocating for

candidates' rights.

Ghaziabad, Dec 14 (IANS)

: The Ghaziabad Police have

arrested a man named Raju,

who posed as the long-lost

son of several families to

commit theft and fraud. His

long story of being kidnapped

as a child enabled him to de-

ceive families who had miss-

ing children, leading to their

emotional and financial ex-

ploitation.

Conman who used long-lost son
formula to rob families arrested by Ghaziabad Police

Raju arrived at the Khoda police

station in Ghaziabad on Novem-

ber 24, claiming he had been kid-

napped 30 years ago at the age of

8. According to his fabricated

story, he was taken to Jaisalmer,

Rajasthan, where he worked as a

shepherd for a family before es-

caping and hitching a ride to Delhi

in a truck, the police said.

The police, acting in good faith,

published his account in newspa-

pers, hoping to reunite him with

his family. Soon after, a family

identified him as their long-lost

son and took him into their home

with open arms. However, this

was just the beginning of the

unravelling of Raju’s past ex-

ploits. The police said, “A few

days after Raju's return, his fam-

ily noticed changes in his

behaviour and mood, which raised

concerns. They contacted us. Act-

ing on these observations, we

detained Raju for question-

ing.” Meanwhile, as news of

Raju's return home after 30

years spread through newspa-

pers and TV channels, a fam-

ily from Dehradun reached

out to the police, claiming that

Raju was their long-lost son.

Let’s join the fight against drug
menace, says Delhi L-G in video message
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) :

In a rare video message ad-

dressed to Delhi residents,

Lieutenant Governor V.K.

Saxena on Saturday urged citi-

zens to join the fight against

the drug menace as part of a

month-long campaign

launched on December 1.

“The menace of drug abuse is

a direct threat to India's demo-

graphic dividend -- our youth,”

said the L-G, who posted the

video on his social media

handle X along with the

tagline: “Let's come together

and strive for a

#DrugFreeDelhi!”

“Drug addiction has become a

threat to our country and soci-

ety, home and family. Crores

of people, especially the youth,

are treading the path of self-

destruction by getting addicted

to drugs,” said the L-G who

reports to the Union Home

Ministry and controls Delhi

Police and the city’s law and

order.

Calling drug trade an interna-

tional conspiracy against the

country, he said this illegal

activity was aimed at weak-

ening the country on the glo-

bal stage.

“We all need to counter the

menace and it would be pos-

sible only when we person-

ally say no to drugs,” he said.

Asking people to join the

month-long drug-free Delhi

campaign and contribute to

nation-building, L-G Saxena

told residents to encourage

their friends addicted to drugs

to try and quit the habit.

“Our fight is not against the

addict but against drugs,”

said Saxena in the video, car-

rying a logo of Delhi Police.

BPSC students’ protest : Patna Police
deny reports of Khan Sir's detention
Patna, Dec 14 (IANS) :Amid the re-

ports that educationist Faizal Khan

(Khan Sir) was whisked away by the

police when he joined the agitating

BPSC candidates, Patna Police cat-

egorically denied any such develop-

ment on Saturday.

Rebel Trinamool doctor-leader
removed from West Bengal Medical Council
Kolkata, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Rebel Trinamool Congress

leader and former Rajya

Sabha member, Santanu Sen,

a medical practitioner by pro-

fession, has been removed as

a state-government nomi-

nated member of the West

Bengal Medical Council.

Sen had turned a rebel over

the recent incident of rape

and murder of a junior

woman doctor of R.G. Kar

Medical College &amp; Hos-

pital in Kolkata in August this

year and at that point in time,

had made some comments

that posed an em-

barrassment for his

party. Last month,

Trinamool legisla-

tor and the Council

President, Sudipto

Roy, also a medical

practitioner, sent a

letter to the state

Health &amp;

Family Welfare de-

partment seeking

Sen’s removal

from that chair.

In the letter to Prin-

cipal Secretary,

Health and Family

Welfare, Narayan Swarup

Nigam, Roy stated that Sen

should be removed from the

body because of his absence

in six consecutive meetings

of the council since January

1, 2024, without proper ex-

cuse and hence, he should be

deemed to have vacated his

post. Finally, the Health

&amp; Family Welfare De-

partment accepted the pro-

posal of Roy and on Saturday.
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Kinshasa, Dec 14 (IANS) : The World Health

Organisation (WHO) is deploying experts to

support health authorities in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo (DRC) with investiga-

tions to determine the cause of a yet undiag-

nosed disease that has been reported in Panzi, a

locality in Kwango Province in the southwest

of the country.

The WHO experts are joining the Congo re-

sponse team and are on their way to Panzi, the

WHO regional office for Africa confirmed in a

statement on Saturday, Xinhua news agency re-

ported. An initial local WHO team has been sup-

porting the health authorities in Kwango since

the end of November to reinforce disease sur-

veillance and identify cases.

"Our priority is to provide effective support to

the affected families and communities. All ef-

forts are underway to identify the cause of the

illness, understand its modes of transmission,

and ensure appropriate response as swiftly as

possible," said WHO Regional Director for Af-

WHO joins investigation in

Congo undiagnosed disease

rica Matshidiso Moeti. According to the Congo

public health ministry, 394 cases and 30 deaths

have been reported so far in the Panzi health

zone. Symptoms of the illness include headache,

cough, fever, breathing difficulties, and anaemia.

A respiratory pathogen such as influenza or

Covid is being investigated as a possible cause,

as well as malaria, measles, and others. Until

laboratory test results are received, the cause

remains unclear, said the WHO.

Panzi is a rural community located more than

700 km from the capital of Kinshasa. Access by

road is difficult, and the communication network

is limited.

Damascus, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Heavy clashes broke out Sat-

urday in parts of Syria's south-

ern Daraa province as local fac-

tions seized multiple govern-

ment-held positions. Mean-

while, in central Homs prov-

ince, the Syrian army asserted

that its defenses remain solid

despite opposition claims of

troop withdrawals.

Pro-government Sham FM ra-

dio said clashes erupted in east-

ern rural Daraa and near the

Nassib border crossing with

Jordan, though the militants

had not entered the compound

itself.

The Syrian Observatory for

Human Rights, a Britain-based

war monitor, reported that fac-

tions in western Daraa took

Clashes reported in Syria's
Dara amid murky situation in Homs

over several government sites in

the city of Nawa, including the

local security branches. At least

one civilian was killed, and gov-

ernment soldiers stationed in the

targeted buildings were reportedly

captured.  In response, govern-

ment forces shelled residential ar-

eas from their nearby positions,

triggering panic among civilians,

according to the Observatory,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Elsewhere in Daraa, the Observa-

tory noted that the factions gained

control of additional checkpoints,

forcing army units to reposition.

There are also unverified reports

of government forces withdraw-

ing some of their checkpoints in

the region.

Meanwhile, in Homs province,

Sham FM reported that fighters

from Hayat Tahrir al-Sham

(HTS) entered areas of the

northern countryside, includ-

ing the city of Al-Rastan and

the town of Talbisa. No

clashes were reported during

these incursions, it noted.

Despite opposition claims of

an army withdrawal from

Homs, a Syrian military state-

ment denied such move-

ments, affirming that troops

remain deployed along "solid

defensive lines" and have re-

ceived reinforcements.

Moscow, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

average hotel cost in Russia for

this year's New Year holidays in-

creased by 19 per cent from the

same period last year, the latest

data from analytics firms showed.

The mean cost of short-term rental

apartments for the holidays in the

16 largest cities in Russia also rose

by 16 per cent year on year to

about 8,000 rubles (around 81 US

dollars) per day, according to

CIAN.Analytics, Xinhua news

agency reported. The price rise is

most noticeable in Moscow, where

an apartment for a weekend costs

25.7 per cent more than during the

Russia sees rise
in new year holiday hotel cost

previous holiday season, the data

showed. Analysts attributed the

price increase to growing demand

and limited hotel supply during the

New Year holidays. TravelLine, an

online hotel reservation provider,

showed that the volume of hotel

bookings in popular destinations

during the New Year holidays in-

creased by 6.9 to 25.2 per cent year

on year. Thirty-three million tour-

ist trips are expected across Rus-

sia in the winter season, up by 13.8

per cent year on year, Russian

Minister of Economic Develop-

ment Maxim Reshetnikov has

said.

Dismiss petitions against the Places of
Worship Act, Gyanvapi mosque committee urges SC
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)

: The Managing Committee

of Varanasi's Gyanvapi

Mosque has moved the Su-

preme Court, seeking the dis-

missal of the petitions against

the Places of Worship Act,

saying that consequences of

declaring the 1991 Act un-

constitutional are bound to be

drastic and will obliterate the

rule of law and communal

harmony.

The mosque committee moved an

application seeking intervention

in the proceedings challenging the

validity of the Places of Worship

(Special Provisions) Act, 1991.

It said that an Article 32 petition

challenging a legislative enact-

ment must indicate the unconsti-

tutionality of the provisions based

on constitutional principles and

the rhetorical arguments seeking

a sort of retribution against the

perceived acts of previous rulers

cannot be made the basis for a

constitutional challenge.

"The Parliament, in its wisdom,

enacted the legislation as a recog-

nition of secular values of the

Constitution. The applicant hum-

bly submits that while this Hon'ble

Court considers this challenge to

the 1991 Act, the petition may be

dismissed as being devoid of mer-

its," the application added.

It said that it was only after thor-

ough deliberation and debate that

the Parliament, in its wisdom

and legislative competence,

enacted the 1991 Act as a con-

scious decision to let the past

not haunt the future of the

country and the 1991 Act is a

legislation recognising the

preambular values of secular-

ism and fraternity.

London, Dec 14 (IANS):

King Charles III has annulled

the Commander of the Brit-

ish Empire (CBE) honour of

British businessman and In-

dian-origin peer of the House

of Lords Raminder Singh

Ranger for alleged breach of

British Indian Lord Rami Ranger’sBritish Indian Lord Rami Ranger’sBritish Indian Lord Rami Ranger’sBritish Indian Lord Rami Ranger’sBritish Indian Lord Rami Ranger’s
CBE honour annulled by King Charles IIICBE honour annulled by King Charles IIICBE honour annulled by King Charles IIICBE honour annulled by King Charles IIICBE honour annulled by King Charles III

parliamentary Code of Conduct

relating to “bullying and harass-

ment”, an official said on Satur-

day.  Lord Rami Ranger, as he is

popularly known, is the founder

of UK-based FMCG Sun Mark

and Sea Air and Land Forward-

ing, an international marketing.

Singapore, Dec 14 (IANS) : A

Singaporean charity has un-

veiled a new initiative to sup-

port migrant workers facing

critical illnesses, aiming to

raise 410,500 Singapore dollars

(about $307,875) to assist 20

workers over the next two

years.  According to the fund's

founders at a press briefing on

Saturday, the CritiCare Fund

for Migrant Workers seeks to

bridge the financial gaps for

workers whose insurance

payouts fall short of covering

treatment costs, Xinhua news

agency reported. Donations will

be managed by Ray of Hope, a

registered charity overseen by

Singapore's Ministry of Social

and Family Development. Dis-

bursement decisions will be

made by a community-led coun-

cil that includes doctors, civil so-

ciety folks, employers, migrant

workers and others. The council

has estimated that each case will

require approximately 20,000

Singapore dollars, setting aside

an additional 10,500 Singapore

dollars for administrative ex-

penses. The team will also col-

lect data on the incidence of criti-

cal illnesses among migrant

workers.

Singapore's charitySingapore's charitySingapore's charitySingapore's charitySingapore's charity
launches fundraiserlaunches fundraiserlaunches fundraiserlaunches fundraiserlaunches fundraiser
for migrant workersfor migrant workersfor migrant workersfor migrant workersfor migrant workers
with critical illnesseswith critical illnesseswith critical illnesseswith critical illnesseswith critical illnesses

South African
Airways pilots suspends strike
Johannesburg, Dec 14

(IANS) : South African Air-

ways (SAA) pilots called off

their strike after receiving a

salary increment, the airline

said.  The SAA pilots started

the strike Saturday following

a breakdown in salary negotia-

tions with the company. This

resulted in the cancellation of

nearly half the carrier's flights

on that day, Xinhua news

agency reported. The SAA

said the strike was suspended

Saturday morning after the pi-

lots reached an agreement with

the South African Airways Pi-

lots Association (SAAPA).

The airline said they offered

an additional one per cent sal-

ary increase, resulting in a

total salary increase of 9.47

per cent for the pilots. "As

part of the agreement that

broke the deadlock in wage

negotiations, engagements on

a continuous enterprise im-

provement program will con-

tinue over the next eight

weeks. We are committed to

implementing work-life con-

cessions that should enhance

the productivity of our world-

acclaimed pilots."

Italy vows to continue

supporting Lebanon's army
Beirut, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Italian Defence Minister

Guido Crosetto stressed

Italy's continued support

for  the Lebanese army

during a meeting with his

Lebanese  counterpar t

Maurice Slim.

"Italy will continue sup-

por t ing  the  Lebanese

army by organising more

conferences to enhance its

capabilities, especially at

th i s  c r i t i ca l  s tage ,"

Crosetto said on Saturday.

The two officials discussed

bilateral relations, develop-

ments in Lebanon, military co-

operat ion between the two

countries, and the importance

of the role played by the Ital-

ian unit within the framework

of the United Nations Interim

Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL),

repor t s  Xinhua ,  quot ing

Lebanon ' s  Nat iona l  News

Agency. For his part ,  Slim

thanked Italy for its support to

Lebanon and its assistance

to  the  a rmy,  s t ress ing

Lebanon's keenness to en-

sure the safety of UNIFIL

and its continued execu-

tion of assigned tasks de-

spite the Israeli attacks on

its sites. "The army was

and will remain keen to co-

operate with UNIFIL, es-

pecially at this stage where

the army plays a central

role in maintaining secu-

ri ty and stabil i ty in the

south in close cooperation

with UNIFIL," Slim said.

The  Lebanese  min is te r

highlighted the continued

"hostile actions" carried

out by the Israeli enemy,

which constitute a flagrant

violat ion of  a  ceasefire

deal between the two sides

while stressing Lebanon's

commitment to UN Secu-

ri ty Council  Resolution

1701 in all its provisions.

The ceasefire, brokered by

the US and France, went

into effect in late Novem-

ber, aiming to halt nearly

14 months of fighting be-

tween  I s rae l  and

Hezbollah.
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Kolkata, Dec 14 (IANS) : In

the wake of the ongoing crisis

in neighbouring Bangladesh

under the interim government

there with Nobel Peace Prize

winner Muhammad Yunus as

the chief advisor, the BJP Lok

Sabha member from West

Bengal's Purulia constituency

Jyotirmay Singh Mahato, on

Satur day, sent a letter to the

members of the Norwegian

Nobel Committee to reassess

criteria for future "Peace Lau-

reates".  In his letter, Mahato

also requested the members of

the committee to issue a state-

ment denouncing the ongoing

Kochi, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

Kerala Police have registered 10

FIR's against Keralaites who left

Kuwait after availing bank loans.

In all, there are around 1,425

Keralaites, including 700 nurses,

who have left Kuwait and have

settled in other countries and the

total outstanding loans that have

not been repaid is to the tune of

Rs 700 crore.

A team of Kuwait officials was

in the state capital city and after

having a detailed discussion with

top Kerala Police officials, the

decision was arrived to register

cases against those who left Ku-

1,425 Keralites, including 700
nurses, booked for swindling Kuwait bank

wait without closing the loans.

Based on the complaint, 10 FIRs

have now been registered and the

probe is led by an Inspector Gen-

eral of Police.

The 10 FIRs that have been regis-

tered are in the districts of

Kottayam and Ernakulam.

The complainant in the case is a

Kuwaiti national Muhammad

Abdul Vassey Kamran and one

case has been registered at the

Kumarakom police station in

Kottayam district.

The Consumer Credit department

of the Gulf Bank, Kuwait, located

at Al-Qibla, Mubarak-Al Kabeer

Street, Safat, Kuwait, has given

the loans.

The scam surfaced after 2022

when the Kuwaiti bank authorities

found out that there had been de-

faults in loan repayments and on

further perusal it came to light that

many of those who availed of

these loans ranging from Rs 50

lakh to more than Rs one crore,

have already left Kuwait to coun-

tries like the US, the UK, Canada

and to states in India.

Over the years the Kuwaiti cur-

rency (KD) has had the highest ex-

change rate and at present one KD

fetches Rs 275, while one US

Dollar fetches Rs 89.

Bangladesh crisis: BJP MP writes to Nobel Prize
Committee to reassess criteria for 'Peace Laureates’

violence against minorities in

Bangladesh under Yunus's

leadership as well as to incor-

porate mechanisms to ensure

the recipients of the presti-

gious honour maintain the

highest ethical standards

throughout their lives.

In the letter, the BJP Lok

Sabha member has acknowl-

edged that since the Nobel

Committee's decision to

award the Peace Prize is ir-

revocable he is requesting the

committee to condemn the

attack on minorities as well

as to reassess the criteria for

future "Peace Laureates".

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : Assam Chief

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said on

Saturday that the Union government has

been proactively associating with the state

government for hosting the investor sum-

mit -- Advantage Assam 2.0 in February

next year.  In an X post, CM Sarma said,

"The Union government is actively

partnering with us to ensure

#AdvantageAssam 2025 showcases the in-

vestment potential of Assam. Every Minis-

try has offered their unstinted support to-

wards this effort." The top brass of the Cen-

tral government, including Finance Minis-

ter Nirmala Sitharaman, External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar, and others have

agreed to attend the summit.

Centre actively partnering to host

investor summit in Assam : CM Sarma

Shimla, Dec 14 (IANS) : Un-

der the Pradhan Mantri

Vishwakarma Yojana, the

labourers, masons and artisans

of Himachal’s Mandi district

are being given formal train-

ing, in as many as 18 trades, to

make them capable and profi-

cient in multifarious disci-

plines.  Institutes like National

Institute of Technology (NIT)

Hamirpur and IIT Mandi have

been roped in for the initiative.

Seven days of training is be-

ing given at the centre to doz-

Mandi residents being given

formal training under PM Vishwakarma Yojana
ens of workers. Master trainers are also given train-

ing to improve their skills in about 18 trades. A daily

stipend of Rs 500 is also being given to the benefi-

ciaries apart from a PM Vishwakarma certificate,

identity card, toolkit worth Rs 15,000 etc. A loan of

Rs 3 lakh is also being provided at 5 per cent inter-

est rate. Bhanu Marwah, Professor, Department of

Architecture, NIT Hamirpur said that master train-

ers are being taught about use of modern equip-

ment so that the results of construction activities

are accurate.Professor Sandeep Sharma of the De-

partment of Architecture said that a programme has

been started to engage masons in which training is

given in the Architecture Department of the NIT

through the Office of the Deputy Commissioner.
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

Delhi High Court on Saturday

asked the Union government to

decide on a representation seek-

ing the formation of guidelines to

protect the interests of Indian stu-

dents travelling abroad for educa-

tional purposes.

A bench of Acting Chief Justice

Vibhu Bakhru and Justice Tushar

Rao Gedela asked the Ministry of

External Affairs to take a call on

the representation made by the

petitioner, NGO Pravasi Legal

Cell. The petition said that stu-

dents travelling abroad for educa-

tional purposes currently lack ad-

equate legal protection leaving

them vulnerable to fraud, exploi-

tation, and various malpractices

perpetuated by unregulated edu-

cational agents and foreign insti-

tutions. "The existing legal frame-

work governing emigration, as

provided under the Emigration

Act of 1983, does not contain pro-

visions specifically safeguarding

Delhi HC asks Centre to consider framing guidelinesDelhi HC asks Centre to consider framing guidelinesDelhi HC asks Centre to consider framing guidelinesDelhi HC asks Centre to consider framing guidelinesDelhi HC asks Centre to consider framing guidelines
to protect interests of Indians going abroad to studyto protect interests of Indians going abroad to studyto protect interests of Indians going abroad to studyto protect interests of Indians going abroad to studyto protect interests of Indians going abroad to study

Indian students who seek educa-

tion abroad," the petition added.

Filed through advocate Basil Ja-

son, the PIL said that in the ab-

sence of regulatory oversight,

these students, while pursuing

higher education outside India,

are at substantial risk of becom-

ing victims of exploitation.

Section 2(f) of the Emigration

Act, 1983, defines "emigration"

as the departure of any person

from India "with a view to tak-

ing up employment". This nar-

row definition excludes a sub-

stantial class of individuals,

namely students, from its ambit

and consequently, the protec-

tions available to emigrants trav-

elling for employment are not

extended to those travelling for

educational purposes, the peti-

tion said. "The lack of statutory

safeguards contravenes their fun-

damental rights to equality and

protection of life and personal

liberty.

IIT-Kharagpur faculty might move

court over show-cause notices to professors
Kolkata, Dec 14 (IANS) :

The faculty member of the

Indian Institute of Technol-

ogy-Kharagpur might move

the Calcutta High Court

against the decision of the au-

thorities to serve show-cause

notices to 86 professors of the

institute, Indian Institute of

Technology Teachers’ Asso-

ciation (IITTA) sources said.

The decision comes amid

several members of this

iconic institute of the coun-

try holding a sit-in-protest

against the show-cause notice

as well as the decision to replace

three departmental heads within

the institute in the last two days.

IITTA insiders claimed that the sit-

in protest might also be followed

by a hunger strike by some of the

protesting faculty members of IIT-

Kharagpur.

The protesting faculty members

have already sought the interven-

tion of the Chairman of the Board

of Governors in the matter.

The show-cause notice was issued

following a letter from the asso-

ciation to Union Education Min-

ister Dharmendra Pradhan in Sep-

tember this year, where the faculty

members of IIT-Kharagpur ac-

cused the institute Director V.K.

Tiwari of "favouritism and vindic-

tiveness" in faculty selection.

In the petition, the faculty mem-

bers also requested the Union min-

ister to ensure the appointment of

a new Director after Tiwari’s ten-

ure ends in January next year.

The show-cause notice was served

after that and the replacement of

the three departmental heads fol-

lowed. These include Niloy

Ganguly of the artificial intelli-

gence (AI) department, Adrijit

Goswami from mathematics

and Nihar Ranjan Jana, who

was the chairperson of the cen-

tral research facility (life sci-

ence division) of the institute.

Waste management at Naga village

Kisama a challenge as one lakh people visited Hornbill Festival
Kohima, Dec 14 (IANS):

Hundreds of Naga youths in an

untiring effort are working

ceaselessly to keep Naga Heri-

tage Village, Kisama clean and

healthy as over one lakh

people including foreigners

visited the place to witness the

spectacular silver jubilee edi-

tion of the 10-day Hornbill

Festival of Nagaland.

According to the officials of

Nagaland’s Tourism and Art

and Culture department, dur-

ing the first six days, over one lakh

people including 1,750 foreigners

and over 26,000 domestic tourists

from different parts of the coun-

try enjoyed the cultural, tradi-

tional and customary extrava-

ganza and performances of 17

Naga tribes and other communi-

ties of different northeastern

states.

A senior official of the Tourism

Department on Saturday said that

to keep Naga Heritage Village,

Kisama clean, hygienic and attrac-

tive, hundreds of young and pro-

active youths are working round

the clock cleaning up the famed

Kisama.

The Waste Management System

has been in operation during the

Hornbill Festival since Day one.

The Waste Management involves

three parties namely Human Ma-

trix, Green Guard and Material

Recovery Facility (MRF).

The official said that the Human

Matrix looks after the securities

and collection of waste manage-

ment and facility services, while

Green Guard are placed in all the

logistic locations for easy access

to waste management and the Zub

Zub takes care of everything on

the ground, segregation and rag

picking, later the segregated waste

are sent to Material Recovery Fa-

cility (MRF) where the segregated

wastes are weighed and disposed

of accordingly. The management

said that most of the wastes col-

lected are plastic water bottles in

spite of its ban and asked whether

the concerned authority had come

up with such a mechanism in tack-

ling the use of single-use plastics

as per the government's stand-

ing order – ‘Ban on SUP’

(Single-Use Plastics).

Nationalnews



11 15 December 2024

Sunday, Hyderabad
THE INDIAN MAIL

www.theindianmail.ininternationalnews

Addis Ababa, Dec 14 (IANS) :

The death toll from the ongoing

monkeypox outbreak in Africa

has reached 1,200, with the num-

ber of cases reported so far this

year surpassing 62,000, accord-

ing to the Africa Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention (Af-

rica CDC).

During an online media briefing

Saturday evening, Africa CDC

Director-General Jean Kaseya

said 20 African countries had

reported 62,171 monkeypox

cases since the start of this year,

of which 13,579 were confirmed,

and the death toll had risen to

1,200.

Data from the African Union's

specialized healthcare agency

show that during last week alone,

the African continent reported

2,708 new cases, including 565

confirmed cases and 36 deaths,

Death toll from monkeypox in Africa rises

to 1200 as cases exceed 62,000 : Africa CDC
Xinhua news agency reported. "If

we compare from the first week

of January to the final week of

November 2024, we have an in-

crease of more than 716 percent

(compared to the entire 2023). If

we continue with this trend, for

sure, by the end of December, we

will have more than 800 percent

increase of cases compared to

2023," Kaseya said. "This is evi-

dence that after the COVID-19

pandemic, monkeypox is the larg-

est outbreak that Africa is facing."

The Africa CDC chief added that

the African continent is presently

facing different monkeypox out-

breaks, with the combination of

four strains of the virus. "In some

places, we have a combination of

different clades, and this is what

makes monkeypox more compli-

cated in terms of appropriate re-

sponse."

New York, Dec 14 (IANS) : A subsidiary of

global consulting company McKinsey has

reached a $122.85 million settlement with US

prosecutors in a South African bribery case

involving a former Indian executive, accord-

ing to officials. "McKinsey Africa has agreed

to pay a criminal penalty of more than $122

million" to resolve the case of bribery of

"South African officials in order to obtain lu-

crative consulting business that generated tens

of millions of dollars in profits," Principal

Deputy Assistant Attorney General Nicole M.

Argentieri said on Saturday.

The Department of Justice (DOJ) said that

between 2012 and 2016 the subsidiary of the

global consultancy company McKinsey

through its senior partner Vikas Sagar agreed

to pay bribes to former officials of state-owned

South African companies to get confidential

information that netted the company $85 mil-

Subsidiary of US consulting
co. pays $122 mn to resolve S. Africa
bribery case involving Indian ex-executive

lion in profits. It said that

Sagar, 56, had separately

pleaded guilty "to participat-

ing in a conspiracy to violate

the Foreign Corrupt Practices

Act" in a case before the fed-

eral court of the Southern Dis-

trict of New York in Manhat-

tan. In court documents, fed-

eral prosecutor Damian Will-

iams said Sagar would forfeit

-- meaning the government

will seize -- all his property

traceable to the bribery

scheme. Court papers identi-

fied Sagar as an Indian citi-

zen with a green card who was

living in South Africa.

Prague, Dec 14 (IANS) : Crude oil deliver-

ies from Russia's Druzhba pipeline to the

Czech Republic resumed on Saturday after

two days of interruption, according to Czech

refiner Orlen Unipetrol.  "Oil supplies were

restored this morning and oil is flowing again

through the Druzhba pipeline to the Czech

Republic," Mariusz Wnuk, CEO of the Orlen

Unipetrol Group, said on social media plat-

form X.

Oil via the Druzhba pipeline stopped flow-

ing into the Czech Republic on Wednesday.

Announcing the disruption.

Juba, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

United Nations Children's

Fund (UNICEF) on Saturday

issued an urgent appeal for

$278.2 million to support chil-

dren in South Sudan in 2025

amid an escalating humanitar-

ian crisis.

UNICEF highlighted the wors-

ening situation in South

Sudan, where funding gaps

have severely hampered the

humanitarian response. "Ap-

proximately 9 million people,

including 4.9 million children,

2.2 million women, and 1.4

million people with disabili-

ties, will need humanitarian

assistance," the UN agency

said.

Oil supplies to Czech Republic via
Druzhba pipeline resume

UNICEF seeks $278 million to
support South Sudanese children in 2025

South Sudan is bracing for a chal-

lenging 2025, with deepening vul-

nerabilities, rising humanitarian

needs, and significant reductions

in aid budgets. The political land-

scape remains fragile following a

two-year postponement of general

elections initially scheduled for

December, Xinhua news agency

reported.

UNICEF noted that a convergence

of crises, including extensive

flooding linked to climate change,

conflicts, disease outbreaks, eco-

nomic deterioration, and an influx

of refugees and returnees fleeing

war in Sudan, has exacerbated the

country's challenges.

From April 2023 to October 10,

2024, more than 826,000 people,

including 415,000 children, en-

tered South Sudan, fleeing war in

Sudan, according to the UN. South

Sudan now hosts more than

484,000 refugees, with an esti-

mated 2 million people internally

displaced largely due to floods, in-

tercommunal conflicts, and food

insecurity.

Children are particularly vulner-

able in this crisis, facing

heightened risks of abuse,

violence, exploitation, and

psychological distress,

UNICEF said. "Adolescents

are particularly vulnerable to

the effects of ongoing con-

flicts, poverty, displacement

and gender-based violence,

including forced marriage."

Istanbul, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan expressed

hope on Saturday that Syrian

opposition forces' march will

"continue without acci-

dents," the TRT World re-

ported.  "Idlib, Hama, Homs,

and the target, of course, is

Damascus. The opposition's

march continues. Our wish is

that this march in Syria con-

tinues without accidents or

disasters," Erdogan told re-

porters in Istanbul after Fri-

day prayers.

The Turkish leader also

voiced frustration with Syr-

ian President Bashar al-

Assad, whom he accused of

rejecting dialogue. "We

reached out to Assad, saying,

'Come, let's shape Syria's fu-

ture together.' Unfortunately,

we did not receive a positive

response," Erdogan said.

Erdogan hopes Syrian
opposition to march 'without accidents'

Assad has previously indi-

cated openness to dialogue

with Ankara but insisted on

respect for Syria's sovereignty

and prioritizing counter-terror-

ism efforts as prerequisites for

improved relations, Xinhua

news agency reported.

Ankara has long supported

Syrian opposition forces

seeking to oust the Iran and

Russia-backed Assad gov-

ernment. However, Türkiye

also views some regional

actors as terrorists, including

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),

a former Al-Qaeda affiliate

that is now leading the on-

going rebel offensive in

Syria.

"The ongoing troubled ad-

vances in the region are not

unfolding as desired, and

Türkiye does not wish for such

developments," Erdogan said,

without explaining further.

Minsk, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

signature collection to nomi-

nate presidential candidates

ended in Belarus. Pickets to

collect signatures to support

persons seeking nomination as

presidential candidates have

Signature collection to nominate

presidential candidates ends in Belarus
been held across Belarus since

November 7. Initiative groups

must collect at least 100,000 valid

signatures, reports Xinhua news

agency. Belarusian Central Elec-

tions Commission will check the

signatures for authenticity within

10 days. The persons seeking

nomination include incum-

bent Belarusian President

Alexander Lukashenko,

chairman of the Liberal

Democratic Party of Belarus

Oleg Gaidukevich.

New York, Dec 14 (IANS) : As

of mid-November, a record 282

ships carrying more than 4,000

seamen had been abandoned

by their owners this year, ac-

cording to the International

Transport Workers' Federa-

tion, or ITF, a labour union.

In 2023, the figure was 132

vessels.

"The figure rose when supply

chains became snarled during

the pandemic and again when

Western sanctions were im-

posed on Russian interests in

2022, causing a surge in illicit

maritime trade.

Abandoned ships, crew
on rise since pandemic: ITF

Indonesia: Flash floods, landslides in West Java leave five dead, seven missing
Jakarta, Dec 14 (IANS) : Five

bodies have been recovered,

and seven others are missing

after flash floods and land-

slides destroyed hundreds of

houses and infrastructure in

Indonesia's West Java prov-

ince, an official said on Satur-

day.  The natural disasters,

which began on Tuesday, dam-

aged 589 houses and forced

1,400 residents to evacuate in

Sukabumi regency, said Hadi

Rahmat, spokesperson for the

provincial disaster management

and mitigation agency. The di-

saster also caused the collapse

of 10 bridges, disrupting resi-

dents' movements, Xinhua news

agency reported.

"Five victims' bodies have been

found. The search for the miss-

ing is still underway. Previously,

four people were reported miss-

ing, but now the number has

risen to seven," Rahmat told

Xinhua. Of the seven missing

persons, five were victims of the

landslides, while the causes of

disappearance for the remaining

two are unknown, Rahmat

added. He noted that search ef-

forts for the five landslide vic-

tims are focused on affected ar-

eas, while the search for the

other two extends beyond these

zones. According to him, two

evacuation centres have been set

up to accommodate evacuees

and provide logistics, medi-

cines, and other essential items.

However, many survivors have

opted to take shelter with rela-

tives.
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Hamilton, Dec 14 (IANS) : En-

gland pacer Matthew Potts cred-

ited captain Ben Stokes for mo-

tivating the team to put in extra

effort after the dominating show

on the first day of the third Test

against New Zealand. At stumps,

New Zealand were 315/9 as Potts

and Gus Atkinson shared six

wickets between them while

Brydon Carse and Stokes

grabbed two and one, respec-

tively.

All-rounder Stokes bowled 23

overs in Hamilton, his most in

Stokes motivates his team to

put in extra effort, says England pacer Potts
an innings since the summer of

2022. "He can be really proud of

his efforts. He leads the team by

example," Potts told BBC Sport.

"He probably won't want to take

the credit, but when we see him

doing special things like that, it

motivates you to put in that ex-

tra 1% for the team," he added.

Stokes has faced limitations in

his bowling due to injuries in

recent years. After undergoing

surgery on a long-standing left

knee issue last year, he suffered

a hamstring injury in August

shortly after regaining full fit-

ness. In the ongoing three-Test

series in New Zealand, where

England holds an unassailable 2-

0 lead, Stokes has resumed a full

role as the fourth seamer. His

efforts in Hamilton included a

spell of 23 overs, matching his

workload from the second Test

against New Zealand at Trent

Bridge over two years ago.

"Massive plaudits to the skipper.

He bowled three long spells

there and one of them was eight

overs of bouncers," Potts said.

Bloemfontein, Dec 14 (IANS)

: Ahead of the one-off Test

against England, South Africa

spinner Nonkululeko Mlaba

reflected on the Women's T20

World Cup final loss to New

Zealand and said still don't

know what they did wrong.

"We're still trying to find our

feet, because we just don't re-

ally know what we did wrong,"

BBC Sport quoted Mlaba as

saying. The spinner, who fin-

ished with 12 scalps only be-

hind Melie Kerr's 15 in the

Don't really know what we did wrong

in T20 WC final : Nonkululeko Mlaba
tournament, vowed to bring the

trophy back home soon.

"I felt like we had the World Cup

but I don't know what happened

to us on the day. But, we are go-

ing to come back and hopefully

bring the trophy home soon."

Mlaba was instrumental in South

Africa's runners-up campaign in

UAE including her 4-29 against

West Indies in the group stages.

Proteas were the front runners to

lift the title in Dubai after their

massive eight-wicket win over

defending champions Australia in

the semifinal. However, fate

backed New Zealand as

South Africa fell 32 runs

short of the winning target in

the chase of 159.

South Africa had little time

to reflect on their recent set-

back, as their multi-format

series against England began

just weeks later. The series

offers an opportunity for

Mlaba to potentially earn her

fourth Test cap when South

Africa faces England in

Bloemfontein on Sunday.

Gulbadin Naib fined for breachingGulbadin Naib fined for breachingGulbadin Naib fined for breachingGulbadin Naib fined for breachingGulbadin Naib fined for breaching
Code of Conduct against ZimbabweCode of Conduct against ZimbabweCode of Conduct against ZimbabweCode of Conduct against ZimbabweCode of Conduct against Zimbabwe
Dubai, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Afghanistan's Gulbadin Naib has

been fined 15 per cent of his match

fee for breaching Level 1 of the

ICC Code of Conduct during the

second T20I against Zimbabwe in

Harare on Friday.  "Naib has been

penalised for violating Article 2.8

of the ICC Code of Conduct for

Players and Player Support Per-

sonnel, which pertains to showing

dissent at an umpire’s decision dur-

ing an international match," the

ICC statement said. The incident

occurred during the 11th over of

Zimbabwe’s innings when an

LBW appeal against Tashinga

Musekiwa was turned down off.

Liverpool, Dec 14 (IANS)

: Skipper Virgil van Dijk

feels nothing less than full

focus and commitment will

be enough for Liverpool to

beat Fulham. The Reds host

Marco Silva’s team at

Anfield on Saturday looking

to consolidate their position

as Premier League leaders.

Van Dijk rallies LiverpoolVan Dijk rallies LiverpoolVan Dijk rallies LiverpoolVan Dijk rallies LiverpoolVan Dijk rallies Liverpool
ahead of Fulham clash, calls forahead of Fulham clash, calls forahead of Fulham clash, calls forahead of Fulham clash, calls forahead of Fulham clash, calls for
maximum focus & attentionmaximum focus & attentionmaximum focus & attentionmaximum focus & attentionmaximum focus & attention

London, Dec 14 (IANS) :

Thomas Tuchel, England’s

manager confirmed that Harry

Kane would continue as

country’s captain, putting to

rest any speculation about

leadership changes under his

reign. The Bayern Munich

striker, who has been a corner-

stone of England's recent suc-

cesses, has retained Tuchel's

Harry Kane to remain
England's captain, confirms Tuchel

trust. The German tactician,

who was unveiled as Gareth

Southgate’s successor in Oc-

tober, addressed the media

on Friday following the 2026

FIFA World Cup qualifying

draw. England will face

Serbia, Albania, Latvia, and

Andorra in Group K, with

their campaign starting in

March.

ISL 2024-25: Mumbai City look to continue
strong show in Kolkata against Mohammedan SC
Kolkata, Dec 14 (IANS) : The

Kishore Bharati Krirangan will

host the first-ever Indian Super

League (ISL) 2024-25 clash

between Mohammedan SC and

Mumbai City FC on Sunday.

The Islanders come into this

encounter on a strong run of

form when facing new oppo-

nents in the ISL, having won

their last four such games and

having lost only 1 game in

Kolkata in nine games. On the

other hand, Mohammedan SC

are still searching for their

first home victory this season,

having fallen short of winning

any of their five home fixtures

(D1 L4). Their inability to

keep a clean sheet in their own

backyard has also hampered

their prospects.

The matchup thus represents

a fixture between two con-

trasting narratives, i.e.

Mumbai City FC’s pursuit of

WPL 2025 auction provides a great
opportunity to add impactful players, says RCB's Williams
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS):

Ahead of 2025 WPL auction

happening on Sunday, defend-

ing champions Royal Chal-

lengers Bengaluru head coach

Luke Williams said the mini

auction provides a great

chance for them to add play-

ers who can be impactful in the

tournament.  RCB has retained

captain Smriti Mandhana,

Ellyse Perry, Richa Ghosh,

Sabbineni Meghana, Shreyanka

Patil, Georgia Wareham, Asha

Sobhana, Renuka Singh, Sophie

Devine, Sophie Molineux, Ekta

Bisht, Kanika Ahuja and Kate

Cross ahead of the auction.

They got England opener Danni

Wyatt-Hodge via a trade from UP

Warriorz for her existing fee of

INR 30 lakh.

I-League 2024-25: Oyarzun's brace helps

Rajasthan United to crucial win vs Aizawl FC
Aizawl, Dec 14 (IANS) Spanish

recruit Alain Oyarzun led from

the front as Rajasthan United FC

came alive at the death to clinch

a crucial 2-1 away win over a 10-

man Aizawl FC in the I-League

2024-25 at the RG Stadium, here,

on Saturday.

For the visitors, Oyarzun con-

verted both the penalties in the

87th and 90+2 minutes. Aizawl

had taken the lead in the 11th

minute through an own goal

from Abhash Thapa. The hosts

were reduced to 10 men in the

injury time of the match when

Lalchhawnkima was given

marching orders.


