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Lavanya Tripathi is one of the

most talented actors in the

Telugu film industry. She has

made her debut in the film

Andala Rakshasi....

Going to see vibrant

Telangana in coming days : Bhatti
Hyderabad, Dec 23 (NSS):

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka said that every one

would witness vibrant Telangana

with extensive development and

welfare programmes in the coming

days. The Deputy Chief Minister

spoke at the bankers’ meeting at

Praja Bhavan here on Monday.

"The entire nation is going to look

at Telangana in wonder. The

Telangana government has taken up

the Musi Rejuvenation as a presti-

gious project. Large scale construc-

tions are being taken up for the Skill,

Sports universities and Pharma

companies," he said. Bhatti said that

the bankers should have plans ready

with long term approach with the

motto of Telangana Rising. He dis-

closed that permissions were se-

cured for the construction of Re-

gional Ring Road and tenders will

be invited soon. "The bankers

should speed up release of agri-

cultural loans. If loans are not

sanctioned to farmers in time, they

will not give any benefit. While

the target for 2024 Kharif  season

was Rs 54,480 crore, Rs 44,438

crore were released meeting 81.57

per cent of the target. As there is

still one month time for Rabi sea-

son loans, the banks should be

speeded up," Bhatti said.

Continued on pg 02

Hyderabad, Dec.23 (NSS): Telangana

Pradesh Congress Committee ( TPCC)

President and MLC Mahesh Kumar Goud

has criticised leaders of the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) and Bharat Rashtra

Samithi (BRS) for exploiting the Sandhya

Theatre incident for political gain.

In a media briefing at Gandhi Bhavan on

Monday, the TPCC President accused

both political parties of inciting animos-

ity towards the State government in an

attempt to capitalize on the situation.

He highlighted that the State government

has permitted special screenings for the

film Pushpa-2, featuring Allu Arjun, and

emphasized the Congress government's

dedication to the growth of the Telugu

film industry.  Continued on pg 02

TPCC chief lambasts BRS, BJP for

politicising Sandhya Theatre incident

Hyderabad, Dec.23 (NSS): In the last one-and-

a-half years, almost 10 lakh youths have been

given permanent government jobs by the Modi

government. Without any political interference,

the Central government is conducting the recruit-

ment process transparently in a mission mode,

based on candidates’ qualifications and talent,

said Union Minister Kishan Reddy. He handed

over appointment letters to the newly-selected re-

cruits of the Central Government under the 14th

Tranche of Rozgar Mela held today.

Continued on pg 02

Modi govt provided jobs to

10 lakh youths : Kishan Reddy

Hyderabad, Dec.23 (NSS): In light of the incidents

that occurred at Sandhya Theatre during the premier

of the film Pushpa 2, along with other subsequent mat-

ters, film actor Allu Arjun is currently seeking to negotiate

a resolution with the State government. To facilitate this

effort, he dispatched his uncle, Congress leader Kancharla

Chandrasekhar Reddy, to Gandhi Bhavan to engage with

party officials. He also attempted to meet with AICC

Allu Arjun attempts to reach
a compromise with State government

Telangana in-charge Deepa Das

Munshi separately at the party office;

however, she indicated her unwilling-

ness to address the issue.

Following Deepa Das Munshi's re-

fusal to discuss the topic, Chandra

sekhar Reddy departed from

Gandhi Bhavan.

Hyderabad, Dec.23 (NSS): Hyderabad,

a hub for startups, needs more companies

to establish plug-and-play co-working

desks, said Minister for IT and Industries

Duddilla Sridhar Babu.

The Minister inaugurated a 400-seat co-

working center at MP Grand Complex in

Ameerpet on Monday. The facility, set up

by entrepreneur Girish Malpani under the

brand "Well Work."

More co-working

facilities needed: Sridhar Babu

Hyderabad, Dec.23 (NSS): BRS party work-

ing president KT Rama Rao (KTR) today paid

rich tributes to economist, statesman, multi-lin-

guist, Bharat Ratna and former Prime Minister

PV Narasimha Rao on his death anniversary. "It

is a matter of pride for all of us that former Prime

Minister PV Narasimha Rao, who changed the

face of India with economic reforms, was born

in Telangana. PV, who served as the Prime Min-

ister of the country during this difficult times

saved the country from the economic crisis and

paved the way for a modern India with his rule,”

he recalled. He said the BRS government had

given due respect to PV Narasimha Rao.  He

recalled that the KCR government had cel-

ebrated the birth centenary celebrations of PV

Narasimha Rao in a grand manner.

KTR, Harish Rao pay tributes

to Bharat Ratna on his vardhanti

Nearly 10 lakh job letters issued

under Rozgar Mela since 2022 : PM Modi
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : In the last one and

a half years, around 10 lakh permanent govern-

ment jobs have been offered, setting a remark-

able record, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on Monday, taking part in the 14th edition of

Rozgar Mela.  While distributing 71,000 job of-

fers, PM Modi highlighted that such job fairs

were part of the government’s endeavour to pro-

vide employment with complete transparency.

So far, 9.25 lakh job letters have been issued in

14 editions of Rozgar Mela. On Monday, the

Rozgar Mela was held at 45 locations across the

country. The recruitments took place for various

ministries and departments of the Central Gov-

ernment. PM Modi launched Rozgar Mela – the

recruitment drive for 10 lakh personnel -- on

October 22, 2022.  Continued on pg 02

Hyderabad, Dec.23 (NSS): Congress

MP Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy has ac-

cused the BRS and BJP of sharing a com-

mon agenda, asserting that both parties

are attempting to place as much blame

as possible on the Congress government

in relation to the incident at Sandhya

Theatre.

In a media address at Gandhi Bhavan on

Monday, the Congress MP emphasized

that Chief Minister Revanth Reddy had

explicitly stated there was no animosity

toward the film industry.

"The Chief Minister remarked that had

Allu Arjun exhibited greater responsibil-

ity, the stampede at Sandhya Theatre on

December 4 might have been prevented.

BJP, BRS parties have
same agenda : Congress MP

Former MLA Narender Reddy

gets relief from HC
Hyderabad, Dec.23 (NSS): Former MLA

of Kodangal in Vikarabad district and

BRS leader Patnam Narender Reddy has

been granted relief by the High Court. He

was granted anticipatory bail by the High

Court in a case registered at Bomraspet

police station. Narender Reddy, who was

arrested in connection with the

Lagacharla violent attack case.

State Level Bankers’ CommitteeState Level Bankers’ CommitteeState Level Bankers’ CommitteeState Level Bankers’ CommitteeState Level Bankers’ Committee
(SLBC), Telangana has convened its(SLBC), Telangana has convened its(SLBC), Telangana has convened its(SLBC), Telangana has convened its(SLBC), Telangana has convened its
43 rd“Quarterly Review meeting43 rd“Quarterly Review meeting43 rd“Quarterly Review meeting43 rd“Quarterly Review meeting43 rd“Quarterly Review meeting
State Level Bankers’ Committee

(SLBC), Telangana has convened

its 43 rd Quarterly Review meet-

ing today i.e.,...

Kia to launch compactKia to launch compactKia to launch compactKia to launch compactKia to launch compact
SUV 'Syros' in India next yearSUV 'Syros' in India next yearSUV 'Syros' in India next yearSUV 'Syros' in India next yearSUV 'Syros' in India next year
Kia, South Korea's second-biggest

carmaker by sales, said on Sun-

day it will launch the compact

SUV “Syros" in India next year

to boost sales....
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Noting that  bankers  were

backbone for the economic

development of any State, he

complimented bankers for

playing a key role in the GDP

growth.

Bhatti observed that while re-

payment to banks increased,

sanct ion of  loans has de-

creased and this is not nor-

mal. The State government

has credited Rs 21,000 crore

to the banks in a span of two

months under loan waiver

scheme for  fa rmers .  No

where in the history of bank-

ers, such a decision was taken

by a State government, he

pointed out. Congratulating

the bankers for exceeding the

target in the sanction of term

loans, the Deputy Chief Min-

ister said the focus should be

paid for the exhibition of

mechanised agricultural tools

and bankers should be liberal

in sanction of loans for pur-

chase of agricultural machin-

ery.  S imi la r ly,  the  banks

should give importance for

sanction of loans to micro,

small , and medium enter-

prises. These sectors would

generate livelihood opportu-

nities on a large scale, aid in

production of goods and in-

crease in GDP, he added.

Going to see vibrantGoing to see vibrantGoing to see vibrantGoing to see vibrantGoing to see vibrant
Telangana inTelangana inTelangana inTelangana inTelangana in
coming days : Bhatticoming days : Bhatticoming days : Bhatticoming days : Bhatticoming days : Bhatti

State Level Bankers’ Committee (SLBC), Telangana

has convened its 43 rd“Quarterly Review meeting
Hyderabad, Dec 23 (TIM

Bureau) : State Level Bank-

ers’ Committee (SLBC),

Telangana has convened its

43 rd Quarterly Review meet-

ing today i.e., on 23.12.2024,

at Mahatma Jyothirao Phule

Praja Bhavan, Hyderabad to

review the performance of the

Banks in Telangana“State, for the

quarter ended September 2024.

The meeting was attended by: Sri

Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu garu,

Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister

&amp; Minister for Finance

&amp; Planning, Energy,

Telangana State, Sri Tummala

Nageswara Rao garu, Hon’ble

Minister of Agriculture, Market-

ing, Co-“operation, and

Handlooms &amp; Textiles,

Telangana State and Telangana

Senior Officials from the line de-

partments of Govt of Telangana,

Government of India, executives

from Public Sector Banks, Private

Sector Banks, RRBs, SFBs, Pay-

ments Banks, representatives of

various Federations of Agriculture

and MSME etc., Sri Rajesh

Kumar, CGM, SBI, Hyderabad

Circle presented the performance

of the“banks in Telangana during

the quarter September

2024“Speaking on the occasion,

Shri Tummala Nageswara Rao,

Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture

emphasized the need to focus

more on well exceeding the stipu-

lated targets for FY 2024-25 un-

der Agriculture and Allied activi-

ties. He further sought the“support

of Banks in focusing on develop-

ment of Agricultural Economy.

Further he“appealed to the Banks

to speed up the process of timely

disbursement of credit to“farming

community.“Shri Bhatti

Vikramarka Mallu, Hon’ble

Deputy Chief Minister, while ap-

plauding the efforts of“Banks in

achieving various targets, sought

the Banks to be benevolent in fo-

cusing more on“extending credit

to agriculture, weaker sections and

SHGs.

Further, he conveyed that

more“and more micro enterprises

are to be credit linked, which will

bring in significant change

in“scenario. From the view

point of priority sector lend-

ing, he advised the Banks to

have more“exposure in Prior-

ity sector lending with a spe-

cial focus on Agriculture,

Housing and“Education loans

to weaker sections.

He further assured the Banks

of all needed support from the

State Government, in

partnering with social devel-

opment of the State. He further

appealed to all Banks for ex-

tending all needed support to

another flagship scheme of

State Government, Indira

Mahila Shakthi scheme”, for

empowerment of SHG

women, by extending credit to

potential income generating

activities.

Continued From pg  01

asserting that there should be no doubt regarding this com-

mitment. “I urge the opposition parties to refrain from

politicising the incident at Sandhya Theatre. The tragedy

of the stampede is indeed distressing, and it should not be

escalated into a larger issue,” Mr. Goud stated.
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Addressing the Rozgar Mela event held at

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in

Chandrayangutta, Kishan Reddy said the Cen-

tral government is taking necessary steps to

create a large number of jobs in the private

sector by harnessing the entrepreneurial skills

of the youth through programs like Startup

India and Standup India, moving them from

job seekers to job creators. He called on youth

to utilize the opportunities provided by the

government and become partners in achiev-

ing the visionary goals set by Prime Minister

Modi towards the goal of building a 'Devel-

oped India' by 2047.

Kishan Reddy also said India is attaining

‘Aatmanirbharta’ in defence industry and is

emerging as a global manufacturing hub. From

the importer, India has become an exporter

due to the steps taken by the government in

the last few years. In the defence sector, ex-

ports were ?900 crores in 2014, but now we

are exporting nearly ?15,000 crores. Our de-

fence products are being exported to nearly

75 countries, which has also significantly in-

creased employment, he added. Push for digi-

tal India, reforms in digital transactions and

the Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI)

system have brought major changes and have

been significant drivers of employment, he

said.

He added that in 2014, India had only two mo-

bile companies, but now 99% of mobile

phones are manufactured within India. India

is providing 4G internet services at the low-

est rates in the world after China. 5G technol-

ogy has become available to common man,

creating more opportunities for the youth.

Now we have reached the stage of exporting

cell phones to about 150 countries, including

America, the UK, and Germany.

Modi govt provided jobs toModi govt provided jobs toModi govt provided jobs toModi govt provided jobs toModi govt provided jobs to

10 lakh youths : Kishan Reddy10 lakh youths : Kishan Reddy10 lakh youths : Kishan Reddy10 lakh youths : Kishan Reddy10 lakh youths : Kishan Reddy
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The first edition saw the

handing over of appointment

letters to 75,000 new appoin-

tees. Rozgar Mela represents

a significant initiative by the

Government to enhance em-

ployment opportunities for

the youth across India. By fa-

cilitating direct connections

between job seekers and em-

ployers, it not only addresses

the pressing issue of unem-

ployment but also empowers

individuals to contribute to na-

Nearly 10 lakh job letters issued under Rozgar Mela since 2022 : PM Modi
tional development.

In the 13th edition of Rozgar Mela

held on October 29, PM Modi dis-

tributed 51,000 appointment letters.

On that occasion, the Prime Minis-

ter remarked that the government

was creating new opportunities to

make it easier for Indian youth to

get jobs abroad.

Citing the recently released

Germany’s Skilled Labour Strategy

for India, PM Modi informed that

Germany had increased the number

of visas given to skilled Indian

youth every year from 20,000 to

90,000. He added that India’s

youth will benefit greatly from

this. PM Modi also mentioned that

India had signed agreements re-

lated to migration and employ-

ment with 21 countries in recent

years, including countries like Ja-

pan, Australia, France, Germany,

Mauritius, Israel, the UK and Italy,

apart from the Gulf countries. A

total of 71,000 appointees each

were given letters in Rozgar Mela

edition number 2, 3, 4 and 5. In

the sixth (June 13) and seventh

editions (July 22), 70,000 appoint-

ment letters each were distributed by

the PM. In the eighth edition of Rozgar

Mela, held on August 28, 2023, 51,000

job letters were distributed. A total of

51,000 appointment letters each were

distributed in the ninth, 10th and 11th

editions of Rozgar Mela held earlier

last year. The highest number of 1 lakh

appointment letters were distributed in

the 12th edition of Rozgara Mela held

on February 12. On that occasion, the

PM highlighted the Budget announce-

ment of about 1 crore rooftop solar

plants and said this scheme will cre-

ate lakhs of new jobs.



03 Nationalnews
24 December 2024

Tuesday, Hyderabad
THE INDIAN MAIL

www.theindianmail.in

Patna, Dec 23 (IANS) : Bihar

Leader of the Opposition

(LoP) Tejashwi Yadav has

criticised the Nitish Kumar-led

state government for its inabil-

ity to conduct examinations

without controversies. Refer-

ring to the ruckus at an exami-

nation centre in Patna during the

70th BPSC prelims, Tejashwi

accused the government of

gross negligence and incompe-

tence. During a Facebook Live

session on Monday, he high-

lighted the grievances of can-

didates who reported a signifi-

cant delay in receiving ques-

tion papers—some as late as

one hour—across multiple

centres. “This delay caused

immense distress among the

candidates. Despite the grav-

ity of the situation, Chief Min-

ister Nitish Kumar has re-

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : Veteran Con-

gress leader Digvijay Singh on Monday ac-

cused the country's Vice President and Rajya

Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar of dis-

criminating against opposition MPs.

In an interview with IANS, Digvijay Singh

who is also the Rajya Sabha MP, spoke on a

range of issues like EVMs, Waqf Amend-

ment Bill, PM Modi's Puja ahead of Maha

Kumbh and many other issues.

Opposition has brought a no-confidence

motion against the country's Vice President,

who is the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.

How do you see this? Digvijay Singh: This

is not happening for the first time, the oppo-

sition has been constantly feeling that the

chairman does not listen to the opposition's

appeals. Earlier he was in our party

(Rajasthan Congress MLA from -1993-98).

Jaipur, Dec 23 (IANS) : Rajasthan Police

on Monday issued an advisory to alert resi-

dents about potential cyber frauds ahead of

the festive season - Christmas and New Year.

The advisory warns against scams involv-

ing congratulatory messages, gift links, and

fake updates related to PAN cards.

Director General of Police (Cyber Crime),

Hemant Priyadarshi, emphasised that pub-

lic awareness is crucial in preventing

Rajasthan Police issues advisory

on cyber fraud ahead of festive season
cybercrimes. He noted that

fraudsters often exploit occasions

like Christmas and New Year by

sharing malicious links on plat-

forms such as WhatsApp,

Instagram, Telegram, and

Facebook. “These links may claim

to offer gifts or facilitate the up-

grade of PAN cards, but they are

designed to defraud unsuspecting

users,” said DGP Priyadarshi.

DGP Priyadarshi further high-

lighted that clicking on these

links could expose devices to

malware, putting personal and

financial information at risk.

Tejashwi Yadav criticises

Nitish Kumar on BPSC exam row
mained silent,” Tejashwi Yadav said. He also

pointed out the lack of accountability from the

Deputy Chief Ministers of the BJP, who have yet to

address the issue publicly. The opposition leader

called for immediate action and accountability to

restore faith in the examination system. Tejashwi

Yadav further lambasted the Bihar government, call-

ing the situation a "sheer injustice and fraud" against

students. He accused the administration of foster-

ing an environment across the state where no ex-

amination can be conducted without controversy,

particularly pointing to repeated instances of ques-

tion paper leaks. Tejashwi claimed that the state

government has consistently failed to ensure fair and

transparent examinations, even since the 10th BPSC

exam. Highlighting the frustration and anger among

the youth, the Leader of the Opposition emphasised

that the government’s failure to address these grievances

shows its complete disregard for the aspirations and

rights of the students. Tejashwi said that this growing

dissatisfaction among the youth will soon translate into

action, as they prepare to "show the mirror to the gov-

ernment in the next election" and demand accountabil-

ity for these repeated failures.

V-P Dhankhar discriminated against oppositionV-P Dhankhar discriminated against oppositionV-P Dhankhar discriminated against oppositionV-P Dhankhar discriminated against oppositionV-P Dhankhar discriminated against opposition
MPs: Congress leader Digvijay SinghMPs: Congress leader Digvijay SinghMPs: Congress leader Digvijay SinghMPs: Congress leader Digvijay SinghMPs: Congress leader Digvijay Singh

For some time now, he has

been constantly not giving

the opposition an opportunity

to speak. In this session, we

demanded a discussion on

some issues because this was

the first time when a charge

sheet was presented against

an Indian business family in

the US and we wanted to dis-

cuss it, but he refused it. He

kept refusing, then the oppo-

sition also demanded discus-

sion under Rajya Sabha Rule

267 (under this rule, with the

consent of the chairman.

Jaipur, Dec 23 (IANS) : The Su-

preme Court on Monday granted

bail to BJP leader and former

MLA Girraj Singh Malinga, who

has been accused of assaulting

an engineer with the state’s elec-

tricity department.  A bench of

Justice MM Sundaresh and Jus-

tice Arvind Kumar has asked the

trial court to decide the condi-

tions of bail.

Engineer’s assault case:Engineer’s assault case:Engineer’s assault case:Engineer’s assault case:Engineer’s assault case:
SC grants bail to formerSC grants bail to formerSC grants bail to formerSC grants bail to formerSC grants bail to former
MLA Girraj Singh MalingaMLA Girraj Singh MalingaMLA Girraj Singh MalingaMLA Girraj Singh MalingaMLA Girraj Singh Malinga

Odisha: Husband & brother-in-law
held for murdering pregnant wife

Bhubaneswar, Dec 23 (IANS)

: The Rourkela Police in

Odisha on Monday arrested a

man and his brother-in-law, an

Assistant Sub Inspector of Po-

lice, for hatching a plot to kill

the pregnant wife at Jhirdapali

village in Sundargarh district.

The accused persons were

identified as Deben Kumar Behera

(35), of Jhirdapali village under

the Tikayatpali police limits and

Satya Narayan Behera (48), of

Gopinathpur village in Ghusura

Police Station of Sundargarh dis-

trict. The accused husband Deben

Kumar is a local Panchayat Ex-

tension Officer (PEO).

Mizoram : African Swine Fever

causes killing & culling of over 39,200 pigs
Aizawl, Dec 23 (IANS) : Over 15,000

pigs were killed and over 24,200 pigs

culled as the outbreak of African Swine

Fever (ASF) continued in Mizoram

since February 9 this year, officials said

on Monday.
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OPINIONmail US: Texas sues DuPont, 3M over

toxic 'forever chemicals' in consumer products

T
exas, the second-larg

est US state, is suing

companies including

DuPont and 3M, charging

them of having made prod-

ucts containing toxic "forever

chemicals" commonly known

as per-and polyfluoroalkyl

(PFAS) and falsely advertis-

ing over their safety.

DuPont's Teflon and 3M's

Scotchgard were among

products sold to Texans and

concealing "substantial risks

from consumers and the

State," Texas Attorney Gen-

eral Ken Paxton said in the

lawsuit. "Defendants mar-

keted products containing

harmful PFAS chemicals for

over 70 years and were aware of

the harmful effects of PFAS

chemicals for over 50 years," the

lawsuit said.

Texas has found PFAS contami-

nation in some drinking water sys-

tems, reports Xinhua, citing the

Texas Tribune, noting that nearly

50 public water systems across the

state have reported exceeding the

US Environmental Protection

Agency's newly released PFAS

limits for drinking water.

According to a report by The Hill,

several states have already filed

lawsuits over the chemicals.

Some of these suits have alleged

false advertising, while others

have sought compensation for

alleged contamination.

In 2022, 3M reportedly an-

nounced plans to exit PFAS

manufacturing by 2025 in re-

sponse to growing environmen-

tal and legal pressures. Accord-

ing to The Hill report, DuPont

spun off its division that makes

PFAS-containing products in

2015. PFAS, or per-and

polyfluoroalkyl substances, is

the name of a family of

manmade chemicals widely

used in a range of consumer

products. Known as "forever

chemicals" because of their

persistence in the human

body and environment for

long periods, PFAS refers to

a group of over 10,000 syn-

thetic chemicals that are used

in products, including food

packaging, cosmetics.

ISRAEL SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO USE

SYRIA AS A THEATRE FOR ITS POWER GAME

T
he rapid advance of

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham

and other armed fac-

tions led to the fall of Bashar

al- Assad’s government in

Syria. With this, the US has

succeeded in toppling the last

of the secular regimes in West

Asia. US military interven-

tions resulted not only in the

fall of secular regimes in Af-

ghanistan, Iraq, Libya and

now Syria in the West Asia-

North African region, but also

created deep sectarian fis-

sures in the region. The de-

struction unleashed by the US

and the Frankenstein religious

fundamentalist/extremist

groups it helped create, is

threatening peace and stabil-

ity everywhere.

Syria was divided into three

zones after the civil war, which

started in 2011. Assad’s govern-

ment was in control of only 65 per

cent of the land. It was supported

by Russia and Iran, which helped

the government control the land

and also repel attacks from mili-

tant groups.

The second zone of 25 per cent

land is controlled by Syrian

Democratic Forces (SDF), with

the backing of the US. The rest of

the region, particularly the North-

Western regions are controlled by

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS),

which is an off-shoot of the al-

Qaeda and al-Nusra front. HTS

declared itself as a separate entity

in 2016 and has emerged as a

dominant militant group. It is

based in Idlib.  Though declared a

terrorist organisation by US, Rus-

sia and Turkey, it enjoyed covert

backing from countries that

were against Assad. Basing it-

self in Idlib, the HTS actively

worked to regroup its forces in

the past one year and launched

the attack. Its attack received

a fillip from a parallel attack

that was led by another mili-

tant group, the Syrian National

Army (SNA) backed by Tur-

key, which is based in the ar-

eas north of Aleppo.

Iran and Russia, two main sup-

porters of the Syrian govern-

ment are bogged down by the

conflicts in their

neighbourhoods. Hezbollah,

which played an important role

in defence of the Syrian gov-

ernment is involved in the war

against Israeli aggression.

ALALALALALTERNATERNATERNATERNATERNATIVE GLTIVE GLTIVE GLTIVE GLTIVE GLOBALOBALOBALOBALOBAL
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DOLLAR IS STILL FDOLLAR IS STILL FDOLLAR IS STILL FDOLLAR IS STILL FDOLLAR IS STILL FAR AAR AAR AAR AAR AWWWWWAAAAAYYYYY

(By Prabhat Patnaik)

L
iberal opinion holds that the international mon

etary and financial system is a device for pro

moting the interests of all participating coun-

tries by providing a convenient payments arrange-

ment within which trade can be carried on. The real-

ity however is altogether different: the international

system is founded upon the hegemony of western im-

perialism, and in turn sustains this hegemony. Since

the US dollar is the lynchpin of this international sys-

tem, one can say that the hegemony of the dollar in

the international economy is both sustained by and

in turn sustains, the hegemony of western imperial-

ism; and this hegemony even comes in the way of

mutually convenient trade between participating

countries. An example will make this point clear.

Suppose country 1 requires commodity X which

country 2 has, and country 2 in turn requires com-

modity Y that country 1 has. They do not, under the

current system, simply exchange these two commodi-

ties among themselves. Each of them must get hold

of dollars first before buying the other’s commodity.

And unless each of them has sufficient dollar reserves

to start with, this trade would simply not occur. In

other words, the dollar being the medium of circula-

tion in international transactions, a shortage of dol-

lars in the hands of some countries would hold up

even their mutual transactions.

This is especially true of trade between third world

countries, which remains constricted because each

of them is afflicted by a paucity of dollars. They could

expand their mutual trade if they could trade in their

own currencies, that is, “de-dollarise”. The term “de-

dollarisation” refers to reduced reliance on the US

dollar as a medium of circulation, unit of account, or

form of holding reserves for international transac-

tions. De-dollarisation, however, is naturally opposed

by the US, for, its currency being crucial in the world

economy, and generally considered to be “as good as

gold”, gives the US an immense advantage, as if it is

sitting on a free and inexhaustible goldmine. It can

buy up resources from other countries, it can take

over their enterprises, it can invest as much as it likes

abroad, and finance its own current account deficits;

all this it can do simply by printing more dollars. But

in addition to these obvious advantages, of having

access to unlimited amounts of international purchas-

ing power of assured value, the US also can use this

role of the dollar to arm-twist countries into accept-

ing its hegemony. It can make dollars available to a

country that it favours; alternatively, it can impound

the dollar reserves of particular countries that it

wishes to punish, for such reserves are typically held

in western banks. Indeed it has meted out such pun-

ishment to numerous countries ranging from Iran to

Russia. The tendency towards de-dollarisation which

is generally favoured by third countries that are typi-

cally crippled by a shortage of dollars, has acquired

a great fillip of late, because of the frequency of such

impounding in recent years.

If as many as one-third of the countries of the world

have been subjected to unilateral western sanctions,

that is sanctions that do not have the support of the

United Nations and hence not imposed in defence of

some principle, as the anti-apartheid sanctions against

South Africa were, then it is natural that there would

be a strong desire among countries of the global south,

and countries that have been so targeted, to de-

dollarise. This desire found expression recently at the

Kazan summit of the BRICS countries. The role of

western sanctions spearheaded by the US in strength-

ening the desire to de-dollarise, has been recognised

within the US administration itself. The US Treasury

Secretary Janet Yellen, speaking with the House Fi-

nancial Services Committee in July, said that US eco-

nomic sanctions had led to BRICS trying to embark

on dedollarisation. She admitted: “The more sanc-

tions the US imposes, the more countries (BRICS)

will seek financial transaction methods that do not

involve the US dollar.” Implicit in Yellen’s remark

was the admission that the US uses the hegemony of

the dollar to browbeat countries into toeing its line.

CHINA’S DEPLOYMENT OF SECURITY FORCES IN

MYANMAR POSES A CHALLENGE TO INDIA ALSO

T
he recent news of China

deploying private secu

rity companies to protect

its infrastructure and other

projects in Myanmar is alarming.

Myanmar has been embroiled in

a civil war since the 2021 coup,

creating a politically volatile en-

vironment. The entry of Chinese

nationals as security guards rep-

resents a significant escalation.

It suggests that traditional diplo-

matic channels have failed to

provide adequate security assur-

ances to Chinese investors and

the government. This deploy-

ment of private security person-

nel introduces a new and com-

plex dimension to the ongoing

crisis in Myanmar.

As the international community

closely monitors the situation,

this development will undoubt-

edly draw further attention. It adds

another layer of complexity to an

already volatile and unstable re-

gion. The deployment of troops or

security personnel to a country ex-

periencing ethnic violence and

conflict is a complex and risky

endeavour. India’s historical in-

volvement in Sri Lanka during the

Tamil Tiger insurgency serves as

a cautionary tale. Despite the in-

tention to help, India’s military

intervention resulted in significant

casualties and ultimately failed to

achieve its objectives.

Given this context, China’s deci-

sion to deploy security forces to

Myanmar, a country largely con-

trolled by rebel groups, is highly

concerning. Such a move could

further escalate tensions and po-

tentially lead to unintended con-

sequences. While many countries

have invested in infrastructure

and businesses in Myanmar, the

2021 coup has led to a signifi-

cant withdrawal of foreign in-

vestment. Many companies have

ceased operations and closed

down their businesses due to the

deteriorating political and secu-

rity situation.

China, as a close neighbour with

substantial investments in

Myanmar, is particularly con-

cerned about the impact of the

conflict on its interests. The in-

ability to conduct business and

contain the damage to infrastruc-

ture projects have forced China

to consider alternative solutions,

including the deployment of pri-

vate security forces. However, if

other countries with significant

investments in Myanmar, such as

Japan, South Korea, Russia.

UNREDEEMING TALEUNREDEEMING TALEUNREDEEMING TALEUNREDEEMING TALEUNREDEEMING TALE
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AGAINST KERALAAGAINST KERALAAGAINST KERALAAGAINST KERALAAGAINST KERALA

T
here is absolutely no

let-up in the Union

Government’s at-

tempts to deny funds Kerala

is entitled to despite judi-

cial raps.

The latest instance relates

to the Centre’ denial of

funds meant for the educa-

tion of differently abled. It

is yet to release two

instalments amounting to

Rs 781 crore. This is said

to be ‘punishment’ for

Kerala’s refusal to sign the

PM Sree project. To the

many letters sent to the

Union Government in this

regard, the standard reply is

: when will you sign the PM

Sree project?

West Bengal and Tamil

Nadu have also been denied

the funds on the same

grounds.

The union Government’s

delaying tactics have elic-

ited strong opposition from

both teachers and students’

organisations. This year,

the Union Government is

supposed to release Rs 885

crore for the project. In the

absence of timely availabil-

ity of funds, projects meant

to help the differently abled

students could not be

implemented.

RIVAL ROMANIANRIVAL ROMANIANRIVAL ROMANIANRIVAL ROMANIANRIVAL ROMANIAN
PARTIES FORM COALITIONPARTIES FORM COALITIONPARTIES FORM COALITIONPARTIES FORM COALITIONPARTIES FORM COALITION
GOVERNMENT TO SHUTGOVERNMENT TO SHUTGOVERNMENT TO SHUTGOVERNMENT TO SHUTGOVERNMENT TO SHUT
OUT THE FAR RIGHTOUT THE FAR RIGHTOUT THE FAR RIGHTOUT THE FAR RIGHTOUT THE FAR RIGHT
The East European nation Ro-

mania is in a big political tur-

moil following the postpone-

ment of the final round of the

Presidential elections and also

the holding of the national elec-

tions n December 1. Rival po-

litical parties in Romania

agreed on December 12 to form

a majority government made up

of groupings that were tradi-

tionally on opposite sides. The

move shuts out far-right nation-

alists who made significant

gains in the national elections

on December 1.

The Social Democratic Party

(PSD), which topped the poll,

reached agreement late on

Tuesday to form a grand coali-

tion with the right-wing Na-

tional Liberal Party (PNL).
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Nairobi, Dec 23 (IANS) : The

United Nations World Food

Programme (WFP) said on Mon-

day that it has secured $118 mil-

lion to provide life-saving assis-

tance to over 1 million displaced

people in Burundi, Djibouti,

Kenya, the Republic of the

Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, and

Uganda.

Laurent Bukera, the WFP's re-

gional director for eastern Africa,

said the number of displaced

people in the region has doubled

over the past four years to 26.5

million in 2024, up from 13.2

million in 2020. People who

have lost their homes and liveli-

hoods represent a significant

portion of those the WFP aims

to reach across eastern Africa, re-

WFP secures $118 million to help displaced families in Africa
ports Xinhua news agency, quot-

ing Laurent Bukera. "This fund-

ing is critical to ensure we can

maintain support for these vulner-

able displaced people, many of

whom rely almost entirely on hu-

manitarian assistance to survive,"

Bukera said in a statement issued

in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya.

The food programme organisation

said the increased displacement is

largely due to conflict, with the

war in Sudan forcing record

numbers of people from their

homes, as well as extreme

weather events such as the 2020-

2023 Horn of Africa drought.

According to the WFP data, the

growth in the number of dis-

placed people in recent years has

not been matched by a growth

in resources, forcing the WFP to

make difficult decisions about

who receives food assistance

and how much.

Additionally, the WFP called for

timely contributions to enable it

to provide cash transfers and in-

kind food assistance to over 1

million displaced people, in-

cluding refugees, asylum seek-

ers, returnees, internally dis-

placed persons, and some food-

insecure host communities.

"None of the displaced people

that WFP supports in Burundi,

Djibouti, Kenya, Republic of

Congo, Rwanda, Tanzania, or

Uganda are receiving a full ra-

tion (equivalent to 2,100 kilo-

calories) due to funding pres-

sures," the WFP said.

Italy's Deputy PM, Defence Minister

to visit India early next year : Italian Ambassador
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Italy's Deputy Prime Minister

Antonio Tajani and Defence

Minister Guido Crosetto are

scheduled to visit India early

next year as both countries

continue to unlock the unpar-

alleled potential of strategic

partnership driven by a shared

vision outlined by Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi and Ital-

ian PM Giorgia Meloni who

have held five meetings over

the last two years.

In an exclusive interview with

IANS, Italian Ambassador to

India Antonio Bartoli revealed

that the Italy-India Joint Stra-

tegic Action Plan 2025-2029

unveiled by the both leaders

during their discussions held

on the sidelines of the G20

Summit in Rio de Janeiro last

month, has infused further

momentum and depth in the

bilateral agenda.

"Defence and space are top on

the agenda of the Joint Strate-

gic Action Plan. It means that

we are assuring an ever-in-

creasing presence in the Indo-

Pacific region," Bartoli told

IANS while confirming the visits

of Italian Deputy PM and Defence

Minister, early next year.

Both countries have been work-

ing extensively on the possibili-

ties of joint development, includ-

ing fostering the interaction of the

Indian start-ups with the Italian

defence companies, since the visit

of Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh to Rome last year during

which he held detailed discussions

with Crosetto on a range of de-

fence cooperation issues, includ-

ing training, sharing of informa-

tion, maritime exercises and mari-

time security.

In October, India welcomed Ital-

ian aircraft carrier ITS Cavour and

frigate ITS Alpino on their first

Indo-Pacific deployment - a visit

that Rome underlined was a testi-

mony to the importance Italy at-

taches to the Indo-Pacific and the

will to work closer with India.

"The idea of 'Make in India' ap-

plies also to the defence sector, so

our defence industries are eager

and ready to move some produc-

tions here and develop co-design

and co-production projects with

the industry of India. The next step

is to identify this area and

proceed," the Italian Ambas-

sador told IANS.

The Joint Strategic Action

Plan mentions interactions

between respective Armed

Forces in the framework of

Italy's growing interest in the

Indo-Pacific region, aimed at

increasing interoperability

and cooperation, including

negotiations of any useful ar-

rangement supporting such

interactions.

It also lists exploring avenues

of enhanced partnerships and

dialogue among public and

private stakeholders.

24 December 2024  Tuesday

Hyderabad  Vijayawada

South Korea: Nationwide rallies

for Yoon's impeachment held day before vote
Seoul, Dec 23 (IANS) : Na-

tionwide rallies took place

Monday, a day before South

Korea's National Assembly

votes on a second motion to

impeach President Yoon Suk

Yeol over a botched martial

law attempt.  Civic groups

organised the candlelight

vigil in front of the National

Assembly in western Seoul,

while smaller groups gath-

ered in other parts of the

country to continue their

demonstrations calling for

Yoon's removal from office,

reports Yonhap news agency.

"Oust him," read one picket

sign, while another called to

"Disperse the People Power

Party," referring to the ruling

party. The rallies featured a cul-

tural festival-like atmosphere,

with booths offering warm bev-

erages to help attendees endure

the cold. A second motion to im-

peach South Korea's President

Yoon Suk Yeol over his botched

martial law declaration has been

reported to the National Assem-

bly on Friday, with the nation

reeling from Yoon's December 3

invocation of martial law that

triggered unprecedented politi-

cal turmoil. Yoon has remained

defiant, saying on Thursday that

declaring martial law was "within

the realm of executive authority,

which is not subject to judicial

review" and he would fight "until

the last moment." The main op-

position Democratic Party (DP)

and other opposition parties had

originally planned to begin voting

on the motion as of 5 p.m. on Sat-

urday, but the office of National

Assembly Speaker Woo Won-shik

brought forward the timing to 4

p.m. DP leader Lee Jae-myung

urged ruling party lawmakers to

vote in favour of the motion,

stressing that impeachment is the

"fastest and surest way to end this chaos."

If the motion is passed, the Constitutional

Court will decide whether to reinstate or re-

move Yoon from office. If upheld by the

court, Yoon would be the second president

in South Korea's history to be removed from

office through impeachment after former

President Park Geun-hye in 2017. The coun-

try remains deeply unsettled following Yoon's

declaration of martial law on December 3,

which was swiftly overturned by the National

Assembly.

45 killed, 28 injured in
paramilitary forces attacks: Sudanese army

ATMIS lauds Somalia,

Ethiopia deal to end bitter dispute

Khartoum, Dec 23 (IANS)

: At least 45 civilians were

killed and 28 others injured

in an artillery shelling by the

paramilitary Rapid Support

Forces (RSF) on residential

neighbourhoods and dis-

placement camps in western Sudan, the

Sudanese army said on Monday.

"Neighbourhoods and camps in El Fasher city

witnessed a significant massacre yesterday,

as a result of deliberate shelling by the rebel

militia, killing 45 citizens, including children

and women.

Mogadishu, Dec 23 (IANS) :

The African Union Transition

Mission in Somalia (ATMIS)

has welcomed an agreement

signed between Ethiopia and

Somalia to end their bitter dis-

pute over Addis Ababa's plans

to build a port in Somaliland,

a region of Somalia.

Special Representative of the

Chairperson of the African

Union Commission for Soma-

lia and Head of ATMIS

Mohamed El-Amine Souef de-

scribed the deal, inked in An-

kara, the capital of Turkey, as

an exemplary act of leadership

that is crucial in advancing re-

gional peace, security and sta-

bility, reports Xinhua news

agency "ATMIS remains fully

committed to supporting

Somalia's state-building and

security transition, in line

with the aspirations of the

Somali people and the Afri-

can Union's vision for a

stable and prosperous Af-

rica," Souef said in a state-

ment issued in Mogadishu,

the capital of Somalia, Mon-

day evening.

He urged the two parties to

implement the agreed mea-

sures and further consolidate

mutual trust and cooperation.

Earlier, African Union (AU)

Commission Chairperson

Moussa Faki Mahamat also

welcomed a recent agree-

ment signed between the

leaders of Ethiopia.

Sweden to join NATO brigade in LatviaSweden to join NATO brigade in LatviaSweden to join NATO brigade in LatviaSweden to join NATO brigade in LatviaSweden to join NATO brigade in Latvia
Riga, Dec 23 (IANS) : Swed-

ish lawmakers approved the

country's long-term participa-

tion in the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO)'s multina-

tional brigade in Latvia, accord-

ing to information from the Latvian

Defense Ministry.  Sweden plans to

deploy a mechanised infantry bat-

talion of up to 600 personnel to join

the multinational unit in Latvia. The

Swedish troops are scheduled to

arrive at the beginning of 2025.

marking Sweden's first deploy-

ment to another allied country

since its accession to NATO in

March 2024. Upon joining the al-

liance, Sweden declared its inten-

tion to contribute a combat battal-

ion to the NATO multinational

brigade in Latvia.
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Jammu, Dec 23 (IANS) : Bor-

der Security Force (BSF) IG

Jammu Frontier D.K. Boora said

on Monday that there is no in-

formation about Rohingyas liv-

ing near the international border

(IB) in J&K.

The top BSF official also ruled

out the possibility of any uniden-

tified person roaming near the IB

without the knowledge of the

BSF.

“Border has always been sensi-

tive and we keep a close watch

on the situation irrespective of

what happens in Bangladesh or

elsewhere. We do not have any

information about Rohingyas

living near the IB in Jammu. The

entire border is under strict sur-

veillance of BSF and other agen-

No information on
Rohingyas living near IB in J&K: BSF

cies while border police also plays

an important role in the hinter-

land,” the officer said.

He also ruled out any attempt by

Rohingyas or Bangladeshis to

cross the IB to enter Pakistan.

He did not agree that a large num-

ber of labourers were working

close to the IB without proper

verification of their antecedents.

“You may feel that their verifica-

tion has not been done, but the re-

ality is otherwise. The secret ser-

vices or the police continue to do

that work and the people hiring

them for work have to report to

the police and get their verifica-

tion done. So, there is no such situ-

ation that unidentified people are

roaming near the border and no

one knows about it,” he said.

Gangtok, Dec 23 (IANS) : Sikkim

Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang

chaired a meeting for the celebration

of the upcoming Jorethang Makar

Sankranti Maghey Mela at Commu-

nity Hall Jorethang in the Namchi

district on Monday, officials said.

The Chief Minister in his speech

emphasised the need to elevate the

Makar Sankranti Maghey Mela to a

new level, aiming to enhance both

the state's profile and the town of

Jorethang. He encouraged partici-

pants to celebrate the event in a tra-

ditional manner while also incorpo-

rating elements of contemporary

entertainment to attract a larger au-

dience. One of the key proposals was

to organise a full day of rural sports

and festivities between the opening

and closing days of the Mela.

Sikkim CM takes stock

of preparedness of 'Maghey Mela'

Bhopal, Dec 23 (IANS): Madhya

Pradesh BJP on Monday cel-

ebrated the completion of one year

of the state government and also

congratulated Chief Minister

Mohan Yadav.

The Chief Minister also visited the

BJP headquarters and offered

prayers to the founding members

of Bharatiya Jana Sangh Shyama

Prasad Mukherjee and Deendayal

Upadhyay.

"After winning the Assembly elec-

tions in November 2023, the BJP

leadership gave me responsibility

to lead the government as Chief

Minister. I express my gratitude

to every BJP worker for extend-

ing support to serve the people of

Madhya Pradesh," the Chief Min-

ister said.

BJP celebrates one-year completion of MP govt
Senior BJP leader and cabinet

minister Kailash Vijayvargiya also

congratulated the Chief Minister

saying that under the guidance of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

the state government will take

Madhya Pradesh to new heights.

"Today, under the able leadership

of Chief Minister Mohan Yadav,

the Madhya Pradesh government

has completed one year of public

service and dedication. Hearty

congratulations to all the people

of the state," Vijayvargiya said.

Party's state unit chief and

Khajuraho MP V. D. Sharma

said that BJP workers are deter-

mined to implement the schemes

of the BJP government.

Notably, following the resound-

ing victory in the state Assem-

bly election held on

November 17, 2023,

BJP's central leader-

ship replaced former

Chief Minister

Shivraj Singh

Chouhan with

Mohan Yadav.

Three-time BJP

MLA from temple

town Ujjain, Mohan

Yadav took oath as

Chief Minister of

Madhya Pradesh on

December 13, 2023.

Two senior party

leaders - Rajendra

Shukla (Rewa) and

Jagdish Devda were

made as Deputy

Chief Ministers.

Mumbai, Dec 23 (IANS) :

The Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi

(VBA) President Prakash

Ambedkar has claimed that

the Election Commission of

India (ECI) remains vague on

the party’s queries on how 75

lakhs votes shot up after the

polling hours in the Nov. 20

Maharashtra Assembly elec-

tions on Monday.

Ambedkar said that the VBA

had written a letter to the

ECI’s State Chief Electoral

Officer (CEO) seeking de-

tails on this, plus individual

letters sent by many of the

225 party candidates who lost

ECI quiet on how 75-lakh votes spiked

post-polling hours in Maha: Prakash Ambedkar
in the elections. While the ECI and

CEO have not responded to the

queries so far, only three Return-

ing Officers (RO) have provided

evasive replies to the concerned

losing VBA candidates.

“The prime question still has not

evoked any response from the

ECI, as to how the vote count in-

creased by 75 lakhs after the vot-

ing closed at 6 pm that day, ac-

cording to the official data pro-

vided by the ECI itself,”

Ambedkar pointed out.

He recalled his letter of Dec. 6 to

the State CEO S. Chockalingam

raising pointed questions and

seeking details of the polling data

– though later the ECI issued a

statement (December 10) assert-

ing that there was no discrepancy

in the counting of the VVPAT vot-

ers slips.

“The ECI said on Nov. 20th, that

75 lakhs votes were cast after 6

pm or the closing of voting hours.

The ECI must provide the data on

exactly how much voting took

place in each of the 288 Assem-

bly constituencies,” said

Ambedkar. Furthermore, he

asked the ECI to come clear on

the number of voters standing

in the queues who were issued

the tokens after 6 pm, along

with the video footage and pho-

tographic evidence to show that

the entire process was transpar-

ent. VBA’s Chief Spokesperson

Siddharth Mokle said that go-

ing by the ECI figures, on av-

erage, as many as 26,000

people had cast their votes af-

ter 6 pm on Nov. 20, which is

difficult to believe unless the

booth-wise figures of voting

with video photos are made

available. So far, the ROs of

Aurangabad West, Paranda and

Nanded South Assembly con-

stituencies have replied to the

VBA candidates’ queries and

the remaining around 245 are

still awaited, he added.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS):

Congress leader Sandeep

Dikshit has expressed confi-

dence in contesting the upcom-

ing Delhi Assembly elections

and remarked that nobody

praises Kejriwal's ten-year ten-

ure.  Sandeep Dikshit, son of

former Delhi Chief Minister

Sheila Dikshit, criticised

Kejriwal’s governance, stating,

“The way Sheila Dikshit trans-

formed Delhi, this man has de-

stroyed it. Today, the legacy of

her work is what keeps Delhi

functional.” Highlighting key

factors in local elections,

Dikshit emphasised that a

candidate's work in the constitu-

Nobody praises Kejriwal'sNobody praises Kejriwal'sNobody praises Kejriwal'sNobody praises Kejriwal'sNobody praises Kejriwal's
ten-year tenure : Sandeep Dikshitten-year tenure : Sandeep Dikshitten-year tenure : Sandeep Dikshitten-year tenure : Sandeep Dikshitten-year tenure : Sandeep Dikshit

ency and the government's per-

formance are crucial. On both

counts, Dikshit alleged,

Kejriwal and AAP have failed.

"There isn’t a single person on

the streets of Delhi who praises

Kejriwal’s ten-year tenure. The

roads, infrastructure, and public

services once built during Sheila

Ji’s government are now in ru-

ins," he claimed.

Jaipur,  Dec 23 (IANS) :

Rajasthan Chief Minister

Bhajan Lal Sharma on Mon-

day transferred Rs 700 crore to

over 70 lakh farmers under

Chief Minister Kisan Samman

Nidhi in Ajmer.

"I myself was born in a farm-

 Rajasthan: Over Rs 700cr transferred to 70 lakh Rajasthan: Over Rs 700cr transferred to 70 lakh Rajasthan: Over Rs 700cr transferred to 70 lakh Rajasthan: Over Rs 700cr transferred to 70 lakh Rajasthan: Over Rs 700cr transferred to 70 lakh
farmers under Chief Minister Kisan Samman Nidhifarmers under Chief Minister Kisan Samman Nidhifarmers under Chief Minister Kisan Samman Nidhifarmers under Chief Minister Kisan Samman Nidhifarmers under Chief Minister Kisan Samman Nidhi

ers' family, have ploughed and

done all farming work. I under-

stand the pain of the farmers very

well. That is why our government

has set the target of providing

electricity to the farmers during

the day by 2027," said Sharma

while addressing the state-level

Kisan Sammelan organised as part

of the programmes held to cel-

ebrate the first anniversary of the

state government.

The Chief Minister also gave

more than Rs 29 crore to 15,983

farmers for drip/fountain plants,

and more than 1,200 farmers were

given farm ponds, pipelines,

fencing, pit construction, and

agricultural equipment, among

others.  Sharma said that the in-

terest of the farmers is the first

priority for Prime Minister

Narendra Modi.

“The Prime Minister has

honoured the great farmer

leader Chaudhary Charan

Singh with Bharat Ratna, which

shows how much respect he has

for the farmers.

Gurugram, Dec 23 (IANS)

: A personal banker of DBS

bank was arrested for alleg-

edly changing the bank details

of the victim and selling to the

cyber fraudsters for Rs 5 lakh,

police said.

Priyanshu Diwan, Assistant

Commissioner of Police

(cybercrime), said that the ar-

rested accused had been iden-

tified as Tipu Sultan, a native

of Muzaffarnagar, Uttar

Pradesh.

Gurugram: Personal BankerGurugram: Personal BankerGurugram: Personal BankerGurugram: Personal BankerGurugram: Personal Banker
of DBS bank arrested for cyber fraudof DBS bank arrested for cyber fraudof DBS bank arrested for cyber fraudof DBS bank arrested for cyber fraudof DBS bank arrested for cyber fraud

According to the police, a man

filed a complaint at the Cyber

Crime Police Station East on

Wednesday that an employee of

DBS Bank located on DLF

Phase-2.

Delhi: NDMC eying PPP model for upkeep of  toilets
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : Un-

der the visionary of Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi and in align-

ment with the Swachh Bharat

Mission launched by the Central

government in 2014, NDMC has

approved several key employee-

centric, citizen-focused, and infra-

structure-related proposals in its

meeting.

Kuljeet Singh Chahal, Vice Chair-

man, NDMC, said in the Council

Meeting held in the Council

Room, Palika Kendra approval

was given to the proposal for the

operation, repair, and maintenance

of existing public toilet units

(PTUs), community toilet units

(CTUs), and Roll Call Centers in

the NDMC area under a Public-

Private Partnership (PPP) model

in exchange for advertisement

rights. He said these agreements

will cover the operation, mainte-

nance, and cleaning of the facili-

ties, ensuring they meet the high-

est standards of hygiene and func-

tionality.

These facilities, currently man-

aged by NDMC itself are an inte-

gral part of the city's cleanliness

infrastructure and ensure the avail-

ability of public toilets every 500

meters across its jurisdiction.

Chahal informed that NDMC's

objective is to beautify every pub-

lic space in New Delhi while

working towards achieving a 7-

star ranking in the upcoming

Swachh Survekshan.

He reassured that the NDMC team

is dedicated to implementing the

Prime Minister's vision with ut-

most commitment to become a

neat, clean and green Delhi.

Chahal also mentioned that

NDMC plans to upgrade all ex-

isting PTUs/CTUs with state-of-

the-art designs, incorporating

eco-friendly features and effi-

cient waste management sys-

tems.  The goal is to establish

these facilities at international

standards, with key locations like

Khan Market and Sarojini Nagar

Market being prioritised for

modernised PTUs.

Chahal also provided updates on

the construction of Smart Public

Toilets for Women. NDMC has

built six “pink toilets” for

women in key locations.
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New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Edtech unicorn Vedantu has

registered a loss of Rs 157

crore in FY24 compared to

Rs 373 crore loss in FY23.

Vedantu's total expenditure in

FY24 declined by 33.5 per

cent year-on-year to Rs 368

crore from Rs 553 crore in

FY23, as per its financials.

The biggest part of the

company's cost was em-

ployee benefits. Their share

of the total expenditure was

47 per cent in the last finan-

cial year. In FY24, it declined

by 43.8 per cent to Rs 176

Edtech unicorn Vedantu

posts Rs 157 crore loss in FY24
crore, due to layoffs by the

company.

Meanwhile, Vedantu's adver-

tising expenditure dropped by

70 per cent from Rs 76 crore

in FY23 to Rs 23 crore in

FY24.

Apart from this, other expenses

of the company included

outsourcing of teachers, intern-

ships, purchase of books, legal

expenses and others.

Vedantu's total income from

operations in FY24 surged by

about 20 per cent year-on-year

to Rs 185 crore as against Rs

153 crore in FY23.

India now has 25,202 public

charging stations for EVs : Minister
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : As many as 25,202 public

charging stations for electric vehicles (EVs) have been

installed in the country to date, the government said on

Monday.

Karnataka leads with 5,765 EV public charging stations,

followed by Maharashtra at 3,728 and Uttar Pradesh at

1,989, Minister of State for Heavy Industries and Steel,

Bhupathiraju Srinivasa Varma, told the Rajya Sabha in

a written reply. As per the information received from

the Ministry of Power, 271 EV public charging stations

are installed in Chhattisgarh.

The Ministry of Heavy Industries (MHI) has been pro-

moting the adoption of EVs

in India. On September 29,

2024, the ministry notified

the PM Electric Drive Revo-

lution in Innovative Vehicle

Enhancement (PM E-

DRIVE) scheme to acceler-

ate EV adoption, establish

charging infrastructure and

foster the development of the

EV manufacturing ecosys-

tem in the country.

Seoul, Dec 23 (IANS) : LG Energy

Solution Ltd (LGES), South

Korea's leading battery maker, said

on Monday its US unit has signed

a multi-year deal to supply energy

storage systems (ESS) to a local

renewable energy infrastructure in-

vestor. LG Energy Solution

Vertech, Inc. will supply 7.5-giga-

watt-hour (GWh) ESS units to Ex-

celsior Energy Capital LP over sev-

eral years starting from 2026, the

company said in a press release.

The company didn't provide the

exact timeframe for the deal, or its

value, reports Yonhap news agency.

The ESS units will be produced at

LGES' U.S. plants, with the first

delivery slated for April 2026, the

release said.

LG Energy Solution wins

ESS supply deal from US firm

Earnings forecasts of

Samsung, SK hynix for Q4 downgraded
Seoul, Dec 23 (IANS) : Earn-

ings forecasts for South

Korea's two largest chipmakers,

Samsung Electronics and SK

hynix, for the fourth quarter have

been revised down largely due

to a downturn in industry de-

mand, an industry survey

showed on Monday.  According

to the latest survey conducted by

Yonhap Infomax, the financial

arm of Yonhap News Agency,

which polled 20 Korean broker-

age houses, Samsung Electronics'

operating profit for the October-De-

cember period is estimated at 8.58

trillion won (US$5.92 billion).

While the latest forecast is sharply

higher than the 2.82 trillion won

recorded in the fourth quarter of

last year, it represents a drop of

over 1 trillion won compared with

the previous estimate of 9.77 tril-

lion won made in October and

November. Market observers say

the deepening slump in demand

for traditional IT products, includ-

ing smartphones and PCs, has

contributed to prolonged weak

profitability in Samsung's core

memory business. SK hynix, with

its strength in next-generation AI

high-bandwidth memory (HBM),

is expected to post its highest on-

quarter results for the fourth quar-

ter. According to the latest Yonhap

Infomax forecasts, SK hynix's es-

timated operating profit for the

cited period is 7.77 trillion won, a

10.59 percent increase compared with the previ-

ous quarter. However, the estimate is a 4.16 per

cent drop compared with the 8.11 trillion-won con-

sensus estimate made in October and November.

The observers say SK hynix has been defending

its profitability with its high-value HBM products

but has failed to avoid the impact of falling prices

of general purpose memory.

Mumbai, Dec 23 (IANS) : Market regula-

tor, the Securities and Exchange Board of

India (SEBI) has taken strict action in a

front-running case, banning PNB Met Life

Insurance Company's equity dealer Sachin

Bakul Dagli and eight other entities from

the stock market.  According to the SEBI,

front running was being done by Dagli and

eight entities for more than three years and

during this period, all of them collectively

earned illegal profits of Rs 21.16 crore.

The market regulator banned Dagli and the

eight entities from the stock market and

seized the unlawful gains. The SEBI had

investigated some suspicious front-running

trades related to PNB MetLife India Insur-

ance before this action. The focus of this

investigation was to find out whether the

suspicious entities were doing front running

in the trade of PNB MetLife India Insur-

ance with the help of other people, includ-

ing dealers and fund managers.

SEBI takes strict action in front runningSEBI takes strict action in front runningSEBI takes strict action in front runningSEBI takes strict action in front runningSEBI takes strict action in front running
case, bars 9 entities, seizes over Rs 21 crorecase, bars 9 entities, seizes over Rs 21 crorecase, bars 9 entities, seizes over Rs 21 crorecase, bars 9 entities, seizes over Rs 21 crorecase, bars 9 entities, seizes over Rs 21 crore

Net inflows in SIPs up 233 pc in India

this year, MF industry sees 135 pc growth
Mumbai, Dec 23 (IANS) : There has been a massive

233 per cent growth (year-on-year) in overall net in-

flows in systematic investment plans (SIPs) in India this

year, according to a new report, as the Indian economy

remains resilient amid rough geo-political conditions.

Overall net inflows stood at Rs 9.14 lakh crore from

January to November this year, as against Rs. 2.74 lakh

crore in 2023 which tantamount to a growth of 233 per

cent, according to the report by ICRA Analytics.

Number of new SIPs registered increased to 49.47 lakh

at the end of November, as against 30.80 lakh in No-

vember 2023. Moreover, SIP asset under management

(AUM) stood at Rs 13.54 lakh crore in November, as

against Rs. 9.31 lakh crore in 2023, said the report.

Indian mutual fund (MF) industry witnessed over 135

per cent surge in net inflows and nearly 39 per cent

growth in net AUM (Assets under Management) over

the last one year, the report said, adding that the indus-

try is likely to witness a multi-fold growth in the com-

ing years with India being in a bright spot in the global

economy. “With the structural growth story of the In-

dian economy remaining intact and India a bright spot

in the global economy, the domestic mutual fund indus-

try is expected to witness multi-fold growth in the com-

ing years,” said Ashwini Kumar, senior vice president

and head market data, ICRA Analytics. Meanwhile, to-

tal inflows into the mutual fund industry grew by 135.38

per cent at Rs 60,295.30 crore in November 2024, as

against Rs 25,615.65 crore in November 2023.

Kia to launch

compact SUV 'Syros' in India next year
Seoul, Dec 23 (IANS) : Kia,

South Korea's second-biggest

carmaker by sales, said on Sun-

day it will launch the compact

SUV “Syros" in India next year

to boost sales.

Kia, the maker of K5 sedans

and Sorento SUVs, unveiled

the new model for the first time

in India on Monday. The Syros

SUV will be released in two

trims, one with a 1.0-liter gaso-

line turbocharged engine and

the other with a 1.5-litre diesel

engine, the company said in a

press release.

Starting with sales in India, Kia

plans to introduce the compact

car in the Asia-Pacific region,

Latin America and the Middle

East, it said, reports Yonhap

news agency.

The new model is equipped

with safety features such as the

front collision avoidance, lane-

keeping assistance, surround view

monitor and driver awareness

warning systems. The company

didn't provide the vehicle's price.

Meanwhile, Kia India has an-

nounced up to 2 per cent price hike

across its entire lineup, effective

from January 1, “primarily due to

rising commodity prices and es-

calating supply chain-related

costs”. “At Kia, we are commit-

ted to delivering exceptional, tech-

nologically advanced vehicles of

the highest quality to our valued

customers. However, due to the

persistent rise in commodity

prices, unfavourable exchange

rates, and increased input costs, a

necessary price adjustment has

become unavoidable,” said

Hardeep Singh Brar, senior vice

president, sales and marketing,

Kia India. Despite these chal-

lenges, Kia is ab-

sorbing a signifi-

cant portion of the

cost increase,

minimizing the fi-

nancial impact on

our customers, so

they can continue

enjoying their

favourite Kia ve-

hicles without

major dent on

their pockets, he

added.

Kia has sold 1.6

million units in

India and over-

seas markets com-

bined to date. Its

best-selling inno-

vation, Seltos, has

s u r p a s s e d

6 7 0 , 0 0 0 - u n i t

sales.

Monthly 5G traffic inMonthly 5G traffic inMonthly 5G traffic inMonthly 5G traffic inMonthly 5G traffic in
 South Korea likely to surpass South Korea likely to surpass South Korea likely to surpass South Korea likely to surpass South Korea likely to surpass
1 mn TB for 1st time1 mn TB for 1st time1 mn TB for 1st time1 mn TB for 1st time1 mn TB for 1st time
Seoul, Dec 23 (IANS) : The monthly mobile

data traffic running on fifth-generation (5G) net-

works is expected to surpass 1 million terabytes

for the first time this month, industry officials

said on Sunday, as news viewership soared fol-

lowing President Yoon Suk Yeol's surprise mar-

tial law declaration.  Should it exceed the 1 mil-

lion TB mark, it would be the first time since

South Korea rolled out the world's first com-

mercial 5G network in April 2019 with the

nation's three carriers -- SK Telecom Co., KT

Corp. and LG Uplus Corp.
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Nationalnews

Sambhal (Uttar Pradesh), Dec

23 (IANS) : Sambhal authorities

early on Monday launched a raid

to crack down on electricity

theft, uncovering illegal power

supplies allegedly routed from

some religious places to nearby

areas.   The operation, spear-

headed by the Electricity Depart-

ment in collaboration with the

District Magistrate (DM) and

Superintendent of Police (SP),

began at 5 A.M. on Monday.

Sambhal District Magistrate

Rajender Pensiya stated that the

initial inspection aimed to moni-

tor loudspeaker usage at reli-

gious sites to curb noise pollu-

tion but revealed extensive

power theft.

Chandigarh, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab

Singh Saini on Monday empha-

sized the importance of purchas-

ing crops from farmers at the

minimum support price (MSP).

He targeted Congress and AAP

Haryana CM targets Congress, AAP

on farmers issues, lauds PM Modi’s initiatives
governments on the issues related

to farmers and urged them to en-

sure that all crops are procured at

MSP, thereby supporting farmers

in their respective states. Address-

ing the media in Chandigarh, Saini

hit out at the Punjab government,

urging it to take decisive steps to

strengthen farmers in its jurisdic-

tion. "The state government must

prioritize farmers' welfare in the

states it governs. Punjab must step

forward and assure its farmers that

all crops will be procured at MSP."

UP: Authorities crack downUP: Authorities crack downUP: Authorities crack downUP: Authorities crack downUP: Authorities crack down
on electricity theft in Sambhalon electricity theft in Sambhalon electricity theft in Sambhalon electricity theft in Sambhalon electricity theft in Sambhal

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi on

Monday said registration of ben-

eficiaries under the Mukhya

Mantri Mahila Samman Rashi

will begin within a week and

expressed hope that poor women

in the national capital will get

one or two instalments of Rs

1,000 a month till March 31.

Addressing media persons, CM

Atishi said the decision approved

by the Cabinet has also been no-

tified and clarified that a provi-

sion of Rs 2,000 crore has been

made in the Budget for the

scheme. She said registration for

the scheme will definitely begin

before elections but whether dis-

Registration for Mahila Samman Rashi scheme toRegistration for Mahila Samman Rashi scheme toRegistration for Mahila Samman Rashi scheme toRegistration for Mahila Samman Rashi scheme toRegistration for Mahila Samman Rashi scheme to
begin in a week: Delhi  CM Atishibegin in a week: Delhi  CM Atishibegin in a week: Delhi  CM Atishibegin in a week: Delhi  CM Atishibegin in a week: Delhi  CM Atishi

bursal will take place before the

elections will depend on the date

of announcement of Assembly

polls. Hitting out attempts to block

and play down the landmark ini-

tiative of the AAP government,

CM Atishi said, "Our rivals have

not spared any opportunity to

block this welfare scheme of

ours." AAP Convenor Arvind

Kejriwal was jailed due to which

the scheme was delayed and could

only be announced in December,

she said. "As things stand today,

the promises made by the AAP

government under the guidance of

party convenor Kejriwal have

been fulfilled and the registration

for the scheme shall begin in a

week or 10 days," she said.

Explaining that the scheme was

open only to adult women from

underprivileged sections, she

said the scheme would not be

open to serving or former perma-

nent government employees,

current or former elected repre-

sentatives like MP, MLA or

Councillor, the beneficiary of

any other government pension

scheme or an income tax payee.

"We have deliberately not kept

any criterion of minimum fam-

ily income for eligibility of ben-

eficiaries, as women, even in

families where the menfolk are

earning, need personal financial

independence," she said.

Kaithal, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Haryana’s Energy and Trans-

port Minister Anil Vij on

Monday slammed the Oppo-

sition, saying, it’s failing to

play its responsible role due

to Gandhi family’s connec-

tions with George Soros.

“As it appears, I believe the

Opposition is playing into the

hands of foreigners, and it is

possible that these dictations

are also coming from there,”

he said.

The Lok Sabha has witnessed

unruly scenes after BJP MP

Nishikant Dubey raised alle-

gations about Congress leader

Sonia Gandhi’s links to Soros,

Oppn failing to play responsibleOppn failing to play responsibleOppn failing to play responsibleOppn failing to play responsibleOppn failing to play responsible
role owing to connections with Soros: Haryana ministerrole owing to connections with Soros: Haryana ministerrole owing to connections with Soros: Haryana ministerrole owing to connections with Soros: Haryana ministerrole owing to connections with Soros: Haryana minister

leading to Opposition MPs

climbing the dais of the

Speaker in protest.

Responding to media queries

after a meeting of the District

Public Relations and Griev-

ance Redressal Committee in

Kaithal, he said, “The Oppo-

sition has never said before the

Vice-President or the Rajya

Sabha Chairman is biased, and

these statements are being

made in a planned manner.”

On the issue of farmers, Vij

said, “BJP ministers have been

consistently talking to farmers.

Now, since the Supreme Court

has set up a committee to talk

to them.

Mumbai, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Ashwini Bhide, an IAS of

1995 has been appointed as

the Principal Secretary to the

Maharashtra Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis. Bhide is

currently the managing di-

rector of the Mumbai Metro

Rail Corporation.

As per the orders issued by

the general administration

department, Bhide will con-

tinue to hold this additional

charge till further orders.

Her appointment is crucial

when Fadnavis has asked the

state administration to focus

on making the government

functioning more transparent

while putting the implemen-

tation of various decisions on

fast track.

The state government last

week appointed Shrikar

Pardeshi, an IAS of 2001

batch as the Secretary to the

Chief Minister.

Maha: Bureaucrat AshwiniMaha: Bureaucrat AshwiniMaha: Bureaucrat AshwiniMaha: Bureaucrat AshwiniMaha: Bureaucrat Ashwini
Bhide appointedBhide appointedBhide appointedBhide appointedBhide appointed
CM’s Principal SecretaryCM’s Principal SecretaryCM’s Principal SecretaryCM’s Principal SecretaryCM’s Principal Secretary

Mumbai, Dec 23 (IANS) :

The Maharashtra Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) will mark

the 162nd birth anniversary of

the philosopher-monk Swami

Vivekananda by holding the

party’s mega-convention in

the pilgrimage town of Shirdi,

Ahmednagar next month, a

top leader said here on Mon-

day.  State BJP President

Chandrashekhar Bawankule

said that the convention -- to

Maha BJP’s mega-meet in Shirdi to mark

Swami Vivekananda’s 162nd birth anniversary in Jan
be held on January 12 -- shall be

addressed by top party brass in-

cluding BJP President and Union

Health Minister J.P. Nadda, Union

Home Minister Amit Shah among

others. The convention will be sig-

nificant, coming barely two

months after the party and its

MahaYuti allies Shiv Sena-Na-

tionalist Congress Party swept to

power in the November 20 Assem-

bly elections. Celebrating the huge

MahaYuti victory, the convention

will felicitate Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis for his role in

the electoral success that virtually

wiped out the Opposition Maha

Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance.

The meet also assumes added im-

portance as it comes ahead of the

much-anticipated municipal and

local bodies elections that are due

early in 2025. The convention date

-- January 12 -- coincided with

the 162nd birth anniversary

celebrations of the Calcutta-

born icon, Swami

Vivekananda (1863-1902),

who walked into history with

his famous “Sisters and Broth-

ers of America…” in his ad-

dress at the Parliament of Re-

ligions convention in Chicago

(1893). “Based on the thoughts

of Swami Vivekananda, a new

campaign will be launched at

the (Shirdi) convention to in-

spire the youth and attract

them to the BJP,” said

Bawankule.

Invested over Rs 6,000 crore for revivalInvested over Rs 6,000 crore for revivalInvested over Rs 6,000 crore for revivalInvested over Rs 6,000 crore for revivalInvested over Rs 6,000 crore for revival
of inland waterways in 10 years : Ministerof inland waterways in 10 years : Ministerof inland waterways in 10 years : Ministerof inland waterways in 10 years : Ministerof inland waterways in 10 years : Minister
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : The government

has invested more than Rs 6,000 crore in the

past decade for the revival of inland waterways

as a viable alternative of cargo movement as

well as improving passenger connectivity, it was

informed on Monday. Union Minister of Ports,

Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal,

said during a Parliament ses-

sion that the sector saw a mere

investment of Rs 1,620 crore

in the previous 28 years, since

the inception of the Inland Wa-

terways Authority of India

(IWAI) in the year 1986.

Centre approves Rs 59 crore

plan for Tuna fish exports from Andaman
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : The

Department of Fisheries has ap-

proved the proposals of the

Andaman & Nicobar Administra-

tion under the Prime Minister’s

scheme at a total cost of Rs.58.91

crore with a Central share of Rs.

31.48 crore for the development

of fisheries including strengthen-

ing of infrastructure for the export of tuna fish from

the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, according to in-

formation tabled in Parliament.

The major fisheries infrastructure activities ap-

proved under Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada

Yojana (PMMSY) include the acquisition of seven

deep-sea fishing vessels, upgradation of 10 exist-

ing fishing vessels for export competency and set-

ting up 29 cold storages and ice plants.

Dehradun, Dec 23 (IANS) :

The central government led by

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has launched several

schemes for the poor, which

are directly benefiting from

them. Pradhan Mantri

Bhartiya Janaushadhi

Pariyojana (PMBJP) is one of

them. Under this scheme,

medicines are being made

available to the poor at cheap

rates across the country.

Dehradun: Janaushadhi schemeDehradun: Janaushadhi schemeDehradun: Janaushadhi schemeDehradun: Janaushadhi schemeDehradun: Janaushadhi scheme
beneficiaries get cheaperbeneficiaries get cheaperbeneficiaries get cheaperbeneficiaries get cheaperbeneficiaries get cheaper
medicines, thank PM Modimedicines, thank PM Modimedicines, thank PM Modimedicines, thank PM Modimedicines, thank PM Modi
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Jammu, Dec 23 (IANS): J&K Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah said on Monday that the dis-

cussion on ‘one nation, one election’ should

be transparent while Congress said to imple-

ment the idea is not possible.

Omar Abdullah said it has to reach the Parlia-

ment where it must be discussed in a transpar-

ent manner and it should not resemble what

transpired with Article 370 in 2019.

Meanwhile, senior Congress leader and mem-

ber of the legislative assembly, G.A.Mir said

the idea of ‘one nation, one election’ is beyond

imagination as it cannot be implemented in a

big country like India.  Mir accused the BJP of

trying to hide its failures behind such issues

“The 'One nation, one election' idea is beyond

imagination and cannot be implemented in a

big country like India. There will be a debate

on it in the Parliament and all the parties will

present their viewpoint. But, this is not a small

country, this is a huge country which is demo-

cratic. It seems beyond imagination that we can

have all the elections at the same time in this

country, whether it is the Parliament, assem-

blies, panchayats or municipalities,” Mir told

reporters.

Kolkata, Dec 23 (IANS) : A district court in

Murshidabad district of West Bengal, on Monday,

handed a death sentence to one convict and life impris-

onment to another in the rape and murder of a minor

girl case, which took place in Farkka in October.  The

convict, Dinobondhu Halder, has been sentenced to

death by Jangipur Fast Track Court in Murshidabad dis-

trict while the other convict, Subhojit Halder, has been

sentenced to life imprisonment. The charge sheet, trial

process, conviction and finally pronouncing of the sen-

tence have been completed within two months from the

date of the crime. Both were convicted by the same court.

Last week, there was a similar case of fast completion

of the trial process, charge sheet, conviction and pro-

nouncing of the sentence when a district fast-track court

in South 24 Parganas district handed the death sentence

of Mustakin Sarkar, the convict in a similar minor rape

and murder case at Jayanagar, just 62 days after the date

of the crime. Incidentally, the pronouncement of the sen-

tence in the Farkka rape and murder was announced on

the same day when a special court in Kolkata granted

CPI-M Kerala secretary
blames media, claims party is united

Guwahati, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Assam Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma on Monday said that

the Lakhpati Baideo - a scheme to

provide financial assistance to

women for entrepreneurship will

be soon rolled out in the state.

He said: “Lakhpati Baideo

scheme, which is currently under

verification and is expected to be

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 23 (IANS) : Amid

escalating organizational meetings and height-

ened media scrutiny, CPI-M Kerala State Secre-

tary M.V. Govindan on Monday hit out at the

media for spreading "anti-Communist" narra-

tives, asserting that the party remains united.

The CPI-M’s organizational meetings, now in

their final stages, began with the first district con-

ference in Kollam, which concluded on Thurs-

day. Thirteen more district meetings are sched-

uled, culminating in the state party conference

in Kollam in March next year.

Since the grassroots meetings began, reports of

factionalism in the party have surfaced, particu-

larly in districts like Kollam, Palakkad,

Pathanamthitta, and Alappuzha. Tensions even

spilled onto the streets, with media reporting in

detail about alleged dissent over Chief Minister

Pinarayi Vijayan's leadership and the prominence

of his son-in-law, P.A. Mohammed Riyas, a first-

time legislator and State Tourism Minister, over

party veterans. Govindan dismissed these reports

as baseless. "It was claimed that I delivered a

tough speech at the start of the Kollam meet-

ing, but the truth is I spoke only yesterday,"

he said, accusing the media of fabricating

events and reporting falsehood. He further al-

leged that the media is fixated on disseminat-

ing anti-Communist narratives. "We don’t seek

your help, but we urge you to refrain from

spreading false news," Govindan stated.

Addressing the party's agenda, Govindan

emphasized that the focus is on securing a

third consecutive term for the Pinarayi

Vijayan-led Left Front government in the

2026 Assembly elections. "Our discussions

are centered on strengthening the party to

ensure victory in 2026.

Lakhpati Baideo scheme to be soon rolled out in Assam
rolled out once approved by local

MLAs. This scheme aims to pro-

vide Rs. 10,000 to women mem-

bers of Self-Help Groups (SHGs)

through banks.”

Sarma also spoke about the third

phase of the Orunodoi scheme—

a monthly financial assistance

program for women—meetings

would be held from December 15

to 28, allowing those who have

not yet benefited from the

scheme to be included, while

existing beneficiaries would

need to register again. Mean-

while, addressing the extensive

damage caused by the floods of

2024, the CM noted that the State

government had been proactive

in providing relief.

Rape-murder case: Bengal court
convicts two; hands death penalty to one

bail to the former and controversial principal

of R.G. Kar Medical College &amp; Hospi-

tal Sandip Ghosh and the former SHO of Tala

Police Station Abhijit Mondal in the case of

ghastly rape and murder of a woman junior

doctor within the hospital premises in August

this year.

The bail was granted to the duo since the Cen-

tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has failed

to give a supplementary chargesheet in the

case establishing the charges against Ghosh

and Mondal of misleading the investigation

and tampering or altering with evidence while

the initial investigation in the matter was be-

ing carried out by Kolkata Police.

Omar Abdullah demands
transparent discussion on ‘one
nation, one election’New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : The

National Investigation Agency

(NIA) on Monday filed extortion

and conspiracy charges in a Special

Court in Ranchi against two more

accused in a case related to the re-

vival of the terror group People’s

Liberation Front of India (PLFI) in

Jharkhand and neighbouring states.

The second supplementary

chargesheet in the case named

Nilamber Gope alias Delga alias

Dikal and Shiv Kumar Sahu, both

hailing from district Khunti of

Jharkhand, under section 120 B read

with section 384 of IPC. They were

also charged under Sections 13, 17,

18 and 20 of the Unlawful Activi-

ties (Prevention) Act that deal with

raising funds for terrorist acts.

Shiv Kumar Sahu and Nilamber

Gope had assisted other members

of PLFI in collection of “levy” from

businessmen by forwarding the

PLFI threat pamphlets, channelising

the extorted funds through customer

service centres and banking chan-

nels.

Jharkhand: NIA charge

sheets two for extorting

money for PLFI terror acts

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : As many as

18,735 district and subordinate courts have

been computerised under the e-courts Inte-

grated Mission Mode Project aimed at en-

hancing access to justice through technology,

the Parliament was informed on Monday.

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for

Law and Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal told

Lok Sabha in reply to a question that the

highest number of 2,222 district and sub-

ordinate courts were computerised in Uttar

Pradesh  under  the  superv is ion  of

Allahabad High Court.

18,735 lower courts computerised;

Rs 7,210 cr sanctioned for eCourts  Phase III

Vijayapura, Dec 23 (IANS) : Reacting to criticism over the

police lathi-charge on the protestors demanding reservation

for the Panchamasali Lingayat community in Belagavi,

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said on Monday that

the law is same for everyone and the Panchamasali seer vio-

lated it.  "The law is same for the Kudalasangama

Panchamasali mutt seer Basava Jayamrutynjaya Swamiji.

The law is also same for me and media as well. Article 24 of

the Constitution ensured equality before the law and also

ensures equal protection before law. Do you know about

this?" CM said speaking to the media in Vijaypura.

He further stated that the government cannot remain silent if

the public is troubled due to anyone taking the law into their

own hands. "We have no objection to the Panchamasali com-

munity demanding reservation under Category 2A and pro-

testing for it. However, the protest must be peaceful, and no

one should take the law into their hands," he urged.

Commenting on statements by Swamiji who called him

"heartless", the Chief Minister said, "The people will decide

on that." He emphasised that everyone, whether they are

Swamijis or anyone else, is equal before the law.

"Under Article 14 of the Constitution, the law provides equal

protection to all," he added. Responding to the opposition

demand for inclusion of the Panchamasali community un-

der Category 2A, the Chief Minister stated, "They have the

freedom to express their opinions. Swamijis also have the

freedom to share their views.

Quota stir: Panchamasali

seer violated law, claims SiddaramaiahRanchi, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Jharkhand BJP's acting president

and former MP Ravindra Kumar

Ray criticised the Hemant Soren-

led state government, alleging that

law and order situation has deterio-

rated in the state.

At a press conference held at the

state office here on Monday, Ray

stated that recent incidents across

districts like East Singhbhum, West

Singhbhum, Latehar, and Chatra

indicate the return of "Jungle Raj."

Ray highlighted a surge in violent

incidents, including multiple mur-

ders in Chaibasa within a span of

five to six days. "These incidents

are shameful. Innocent villagers

were targeted by extremists while

the police failed to act. This inac-

tion has forced youths to take up

arms for self-defense. Reports sug-

gest many casualties," he said.

The BJP leader also pointed to other

alarming events -- the killing of two

individuals in East Singhbhum dur-

ing clashes over sand quarry domi-

nance.

‘Jungle Raj’: BJP attacks

Jharkhand govt over

deteriorating law and order

Chandigarh, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Farmer leader Sarwan Singh Pandher

on Monday questioned the

government's stance, asking how a

group of 101 farmers walking on foot

towards Delhi could be considered a

threat to national peace and order.

Dwelling on the decision of Working

President of the All India Kisan Con-

gress and wrestler, Bajrang Punia, to

join the farmers, he said that they have

no problem with a sportsperson or ce-

lebrity joining the stir, but want to

keep political parties away.

How do 101 farmers on foot pose

threat to national peace, asks Pandher
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Imphal, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Manipur Chief Minister N

Biren Singh said on Monday

that a combined team of secu-

rity forces comprising Police,

Forest Department, Assam

Rifles and district administra-

tion carried out a significant

poppy destruction operation in

the Khamasom hill ranges un-

Over 110 acres of
poppy plantation destroyed in Manipur

der Ukhrul district on Monday. He

said that besides destroying 110

acres of poppy plantation, eight

huts found in the fields were burnt

down and an FIR has been regis-

tered for further investigation.

“A huge shout out to the entire team

including the Assam Rifles for their

tireless commitment in combating

this menace during this trying time.

Your hard work and determination

are making a significant difference

in safeguarding our future,” the

Chief Minister said in a post on the

X. The state and the Central secu-

rity forces have intensified their op-

erations to destroy the illegal poppy

cultivation in the state and almost

daily razed the illicit poppy farm-

ing mostly in hilly areas.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Samajwadi Party President

Akhilesh Yadav expressed

concerns on Monday over se-

curity along the borders, eco-

nomic inequality and the treat-

ment of minorities in the

country.

During his speech in the Con-

stitution Debate in the Lok

Sabha, the Kannauj MP al-

leged that the Indian "borders

are shrinking" due to alleged

"Chinese interventions."

"A sovereign country has its

primary duty to safeguard its

bordering areas. We have in-

filtration of people, and the

honourable minister is well

aware of the fact that our bor-

ders are shrinking," he as-

'Our borders are
shrinking': Akhilesh Yadav

serted. "Chinese Army in our ter-

ritories has partially retracted its

forces," he said, adding that the

Rezang La Memorial in the area

is not there anymore as it was de-

stroyed.

"We want to know if our territo-

ries are still under our border?" he

questioned. He also paid tributes

to freedom fighters, victims of the

December 13 Parliament attack,

and Dr B. R. Ambedkar, crediting

him for the enlightened vision that

shaped the Indian Constitution.

"The Constitution we have today

ensures justice, liberty, equality,

and fraternity. India is a union of

states, and we take pride in our

unity in diversity," Yadav said.

He stressed that the Constitution

has held the nation together de-

spite its linguistic, regional, reli-

gious, and social diversity. High-

lighting Dr. Ambedkar's words, he

noted that the "success of the Con-

stitution depends on its implemen-

tation by the legislature, execu-

tive, and judiciary." The SP chief

described the Constitution as a

"shield" that empowers the

marginalised and oppressed.

"Protecting our Constitution is a

matter of life and death for the

poor, the downtrodden, and the

vulnerable," he said, adding

that it has ensured rights and

justice for those neglected by

society. He slammed the gov-

ernment for "increasing eco-

nomic disparities", claiming

that 82 crore Indians rely on

government ration, while two-

thirds of the country's wealth

was "controlled" by a handful

of families.

Bengaluru, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Former Karnataka Chief Minister

and BJP MP Basavaraj Bommai

praised Prime Minister Narendra

Modi for the "bold decision" to

introduce the One Nation, One

Election system through a consti-

tutional amendment. He criticized

those opposing the initiative, stat-

ing they were against the nation’s

development.  Speaking to the

media in New Delhi, Bommai said

the Union Cabinet, under PM

Modi’s leadership, has approved

the proposal for a constitutional

amendment to implement this sys-

tem. He added that it may be

tabled in this parliamentary ses-

sion. "This is a significant step as

frequent elections hinder the

Bommai hails 'One Nation, One Election'

move as PM Modi’s bold decision
country’s progress," Bommai

stated. "From cooperative bod-

ies to panchayat elections, as-

sembly polls, and Lok Sabha

elections, the nation is constantly

in election mode. This involves

massive resource expenditure

and disrupts developmental

work," he added.

He emphasized that the One Na-

tion, One Election framework

would ensure governance stabil-

ity, which is crucial for develop-

ment. "No other country has such

frequent elections. This issue has

been debated for decades. The

Prime Minister has now taken a

courageous decision that will

have long-term positive im-

pacts," he said.

In 2024, 353 girls enrolled

in 33 erstwhile pattern Sainik Schools

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) :

At least 353 girls have en-

rolled this year in 33 Sainik

Schools, established under

the erstwhile pattern in the

country, the Parliament was

informed on Monday.

Minister of State for Defence

Sanjay Seth, in a written re-

ply in Lok Sabha, said that in

16 out of the 33 schools, girls

have been enrolled to the full

capacity of the institution

with the biggest batch of 16

female students being taught

in Jharkhand's Sainik School,

Tilaiya, The only other erstwhile pattern

Sainik School with a capacity of 16 is

Sainik School Amaravathinagar in Tamil

Nadu but it has two vacant seats as only

14 girls have enrolled in 2024.

All 33 Sainik Schools established under

the erstwhile pattern have been made co-

educational with effect from academic ses-

sion 2021-22 to achieve gender equality

and to pave the way for induction of

women in the armed forces, said the MoS.

MoS Seth said that to encourage girl ca-

dets to join Sainik Schools, wide public-

ity for admission of girls in existing Sainik

Schools has been made and adequate girl

cadets' centric infrastructure has been cre-

ated in existing Sainik Schools.

Replying to a question on setting up new

Sainik Schools in partnership mode with

NGOs/Trusts/Private/Government

Schools, the MoS said there is no restric-

tion on establishing an all-girls or co-ed

Sainik School. Also, there is no bar by the

Sainik School Society on the number of

girls that can be given admission to the

new Sainik Schools. One school, Samvid

Gurukulam Senior Secondary School,

Mathura, in Uttar Pradesh has been ap-

proved as an all-girls Sainik School.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) : The agrochemi-

cals sector in India is poised to grow at 7-9 per

cent in the next fiscal, after a modest 5-6 per

cent growth in the current fiscal, a report

showed on Monday. The growth will on the

back of stable domestic demand and recovery

in export volumes, according to the CRISIL

Ratings report. Operating margins are also seen

to be recovering slowly, rising 100 basis points

to 12-13 per cent — still below the pre-pan-

demic levels of 15-16 per cent. This will keep

firms cautious with capital expenditure and

focus on managing working capital to keep

their cash flows and balance sheets steady.

Anuj Sethi, Senior Director, CRISIL Ratings,

said that revenue from exports, which com-

prises half of the sector's total revenue, is wit-

nessing change. “Global firms have largely re-

solved their excess inventory issues related to

low-cost Chinese supplies and are now order-

ing closer to the cropping season to better man-

age working capital,” Sethi added.

Indian agrochemicals sector to

see 7-9 pc growth next fiscal: Report

Bold steps by Modi govt in reviving

Indian heritage, culture : Union Minister
New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Union Minister for Food,

Public Distribution and Con-

sumer Affairs Pralhad Joshi

has said the Centre led by

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has taken bold steps to

revive Indian heritage, reli-

gion, and culture.  He was

speaking at the Shri

Veerabhadreshwara Jayanti

event organised by the

Veerashaiva Lingayat Coordination

Forum of Bengaluru at Bharat

Mandapam in Delhi on Monday.

Joshi declared that those who chant

“Bharat Mata Ki Jai” and

“Hindustan Ki Jai” are welcome to

unite. Unlike some others, he said,

they are not politicizing this. Pre-

serving Sanatana Dharma and tra-

dition, which aims for the welfare

of all, remains the government’s

goal, and it will not hesitate in its

mission. He highlighted that un-

der PM Modi’s leadership, cul-

tural rejuvenation efforts have

been undertaken across the coun-

try, including initiatives at sites

like Kashi Vishwanath,

Mahakal Ujjain, and Ayodhya’s

Shri Ram Temple.

Uddhav Thackeray to PM Modi : Pay

attention to Bangladesh, act to end Hindus’ misery
Mumbai, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Shiv Sena (UBT) President

Uddhav Thackeray has called

upon Prime Minister Narendra

Modi to take note of the severe

atrocities being perpetrated on

the Hindus in Bangladesh and

immediately intervene in the

matter.   “Why is the govern-

ment silent on the atrocities on

the plight of Hindus in

Bangladesh? The Opposition

has been raising the issue in

Parliament for the past few

days on the injustice being

meted out to the minority Hin-

dus there, but nothing is being

done by India,” Thackeray said

on Monday. Speaking to me-

dia persons, he said that a

couple of months ago, when

the Bangladesh cricket team

had come to India (Sep-Oct),

Aditya Thackeray had de-

manded that we shouldn’t play

with them, but the government

kept mum and did nothing

about it. “We want to know

why the PM is not saying any-

thing on this. Hindus are be-

ing targeted daily, the ISKCON

Temple was burnt, their lead-

ers were arrested and subjected

to action, but we are silent,”

Thackeray pointed out.

Taking a jibe, Thackeray said

that "on behalf of all the Hin-

dus in the country", he was

appealing to the PM that just

as he ((Modi) had taken action

in the Ukraine crisis, he

should do the same in

Bangladesh to ensure that the

attacks on Hindus stop there.

“There is no point in making

slogans like ‘batenge to

katenge, fatenge, marenge,’

etc here. There’s no need to

indulge in showing off such

bravado where there are no

problems, but act decisively

where Hindus are undergoing

tortures (Bangladesh),” said

Thackeray.

He recounted how a delega-

tion of SS (UBT) members of

Parliament had sought an ap-

pointment on Thursday to

meet with the PM and discuss

Bangladesh Hindus issue, but

they were not given time.

Now, Thackeray has said that

the SS (UBT) will submit a

letter to PM Modi as he may

be very busy, he has to travel

around the world and make

speeches and probably may

not have noticed the problems

of Hindus in Bangladesh.

Nationalnews
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Moscow, Dec 23 (IANS): Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin has

signed a decree extending

Moscow's retaliatory measures

in response to a Western price

cap on Russia's oil until June 30,

2025, according to a document

published.

The original decree, issued on

December 27, 2022, banned the

export of Russian oil and petro-

leum products under contracts

that included the price ceiling set

by the Group of Seven (G7)

countries, the EU, and Australia,

reports Xinhua news agency.

It has been extended multiple

times, and the latest extension

Russia extends countermeasures
against Western oil price cap

was to remain in force until De-

cember 31, 2024.

In December 2022, the EU

placed a price cap of $60 per

barrel on Russian seaborne crude

oil, a move adopted by the G7.

From February 5, 2023, similar

price restrictions were applied to

petroleum products from Russia.

Meanwhile, despite the sanc-

tions, the revenue of Russia's

large and medium-sized oil and

gas enterprises increased by

34.2 per cent year-on-year in

the first half of 2024, reaching

38.3 trillion rubles (about $413

billion), local media reported

on Monday.

South Korea : Prosecution
arrests chief  of  Capital Defence Command
Seoul, Dec 23 (IANS):  Pros-

ecutors on Monday arrested Lt.

Gen. Lee Jin-woo, the chief of

South Korea's Capital Defence

Command, as part of their on-

going investigation into his al-

leged involvement in President

Yoon Suk Yeol's brief imposi-

tion of martial law.

"The commander was arrested

this evening under a warrant,"

the prosecution said.

Lee, who had previously been

placed under a travel ban, is

accused of ordering the de-

ployment of martial law troops

to the National Assembly

building after Yoon declared

martial law on December 3,

reports Yonhap news agency.

Several military commanders

are currently under investiga-

tion in connection with the

military's role in enforcing

martial law, which was soon

lifted by the parliament.

Prosecutors plan to seek a

separate warrant to formally

detain Lee within 48 hours.

Prosecutors also sought an

arrest warrant for Defence

Counterintelligence Com-

mand chief Lt. Gen. Yeo In-

hyung over his role in the impo-

sition of martial law.

Yeo is also suspected of send-

ing troops to the National As-

sembly and the National Elec-

tion Commission at the orders of

then-Defence Minister Kim

Yong-hyun. The arrest warrant

was sought on charges of insur-

rection and abuse of power.

Prosecutors revealed that Yeo

had allegedly ordered military

officials to prioritise the arrest

of three prominent politicians --

the leaders of both the rul-

ing and main opposition

parties, as well as National

Assembly Speaker Woo

Won-shik, according to le-

gal sources.

Additionally, several other

figures, including politi-

cians, judges and a progres-

sive reporter, were report-

edly listed as targets.

Later on Friday, Yeo an-

nounced that he would

waive a court hearing to

review the arrest warrant.

Harare, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Zimbabwe has made signifi-

cant strides in developing its

digital infrastructure by

prioritising investment in in-

formation and communica-

tions technologies (ICT),

Minister of ICT, Postal and

Courier Services Tatenda

Mavetera has said.

The prioritisation of digital

infrastructure has pushed the

country's mobile penetration

rate to more than 96 per cent,

the minister told an event

Monday marking the Zimba-

bwe Artificial Intelligence

(AI) and Innovation Week,

reports Xinhua news agency.

Zimbabwe makes strides

in building digital

infrastructure : Minister

Kolkata, Dec 23 (IANS) : The suspended registrar

of iconic Rabindra Bharati University (RBU) Subir

Maitra in Kolkata has been dismissed from service

on various charges, including financial irregularities.

The information about the decision of his dismissal

has already been communicated to him through a com-

munique issued on Monday evening, an insider from

the university said. An inquiry was initiated against

Maitra a couple of months ago following allegations

of severe financial irregularities against him.

On November 5, the inquiry officer submitted a re-

port to the university authorities based on his find-

ings in the matter. After that, the university authori-

ties examined the report and, accordingly, issued a

show-cause notice to Maitra seeking his reply within

seven days.

After receiving his reply to the show-cause notice,

insiders said the university authorities once again re-

After suspension, ex-registrar of iconic

university in Bengal dismissed from job

viewed the report findings, statements of

witnesses and the reply from Maitra.

Following a detailed review of all these

aspects, the university authorities finally

took the decision to dismiss him from his

service and the matter was intimated to

him through the communiqué dated

Thursday.

It is learnt that following the dismissal

from service, some of his retirement ben-

efits will also be withheld. At the same

time, he will have to refund the money

incurred as a loss because of the finan-

cial irregularities that he indulged in.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (IANS)

: The World Bank’s Board of

Executive Directors has ap-

proved a $325.1 million

project in Uttar Pradesh to

increase farmers’ incomes

through improved crop pro-

ductivity, adoption of digital

technologies and climate-re-

silient practices, and

strengthened market link-

ages.

The project also aims to le-

verage $15 million in private

finance to support these ini-

tiatives, according to an offi-

Chandigarh, Dec 23 (IANS) :

Punjab Police on Monday claimed

to have disrupted Pakistan’s ISI-

backed terror module being oper-

ated by Babbar Khalsa Interna-

tional (BKI) operative Harvinder

Rinda and Harpreet Singh with the

arrest of two members, who con-

fessed to having placed an impro-

vised explosive device (IED) at a

police station in Ajnala, said Di-

rector General of Police (DGP)

Gaurav Yadav.

Those arrested have been identi-

fied as Jashandeep Singh, a resi-

dent of Amritsar, a 17-year-old

juvenile.

World Bank okays loan for new project

to boost earnings of UP farmers
cial statement issued on

Monday. The $325.10 mil-

lion Uttar Pradesh Agricul-

ture Growth and Rural Enter-

prise Ecosystem Strengthen-

ing (UP-AGREES) Project

will strengthen agricultural

value chains, improve access

to finance, and create oppor-

tunities for value addition.

Further, innovative financial

instruments will be launched

to make access to credit such

as the Kisan Credit Card

(eKCC) more timely, afford-

able, and transparent.

Punjab Police arrestPunjab Police arrestPunjab Police arrestPunjab Police arrestPunjab Police arrest
juvenile among two ofjuvenile among two ofjuvenile among two ofjuvenile among two ofjuvenile among two of
ISI-backed terror moduleISI-backed terror moduleISI-backed terror moduleISI-backed terror moduleISI-backed terror module

Patna, Dec 23 (IANS) : The

Bihar government has

teamed up with the Sankara

Eye Foundation to establish

a state-of-the-art eye hospital

in the capital city, Patna. The

MoU was signed by Sanjay

Kumar Singh, Secretary of

the Health Department, and

Padma Shri Dr R.B. Ramani,

Managing Director of the

Sankara Eye Foundation In-

dia, in the presence of Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar.

This upcoming facility will

provide free treatment to 75

per cent of its patients. Those

with an annual income of less

than Rs 2.5 lakh will qualify

Bihar govt signs

MoU for Sankara Eye hospital in Patna
for free care, while others

will need to pay for the ser-

vices. The initiative aims to

enhance access to advanced

eye care for economically

disadvantaged individuals in

the region.

With Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar overseeing the agree-

ment, the path has been

cleared for the establishment

of a state-of-the-art eye hos-

pital, Shankara Netralaya, in

Kankarbagh, Patna. The

Bihar government has trans-

ferred 1.6 acres of land to the

Sankara Eye Foundation In-

dia at the token money of Rs

1 for 99 years.

Under PMAY, housing

dreams of

Jabalpur’s poor fulfilled
Jabalpur, Dec 23 (IANS): The

Central government led by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has

launched several welfare

schemes that are benefiting the

poor. As a result, the happy ben-

eficiaries are expressing their

gratitude towards PM Modi.

One such scheme is the Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY),

both rural and urban, through

which people's dream of owning

a dream home is being fulfilled.

Poor people who once lived in

mud houses are now able to live

in pucca (concrete) homes

through this scheme. More than

88.22 lakh houses have been de-

livered to beneficiaries under the

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana –

Urban (PMAY-U).

Row erupts in Jharkhand over recovery

notices to beneficiaries of Maiya Samman Yojna
Ranchi, Dec 23 (IANS) : The

Jharkhand government has

launched a fresh screening

process for beneficiaries of the

Hemant Soren-led

administration's 'Maiya

Samman Yojana,' a scheme

which was hailed as a "game

changer" during the recent Assem-

bly elections.  On the directions

of the Social Security Department,

steps are being taken to identify

beneficiaries who are not eligible

and recover amounts disbursed to

them under the scheme. This

decision has drawn sharp

criticism from the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP).

The Deputy Commissioner of

Ranchi, following govern-

ment instructions, has issued

letters to Block Development

Officers (BDOs) and Circle

Officers (COs), directing

them to verify beneficiaries

of the scheme in urban and

rural areas by December 28.

“If any beneficiaries are

found ineligible, their names

should be removed, and re-

covery of funds should be ini-

tiated,” the letter said.

This move has caused con-

cern among women benefi-

ciaries. Before the elections,

a widespread campaign was

launched that encouraged

women between the age of 18

and 50 years to apply for the

scheme.
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S
uriya, one of the biggest

stars of Indian Cinema is

gearing up to entertain us

with a big budget thriller,

Suriya45. Beautiful actress Trisha

Krishnan has been in high demand

in recent times. She rejuvenated

her career by playing leading lady

roles against senior stars in Tamil

Cinema, mainly. Now, she has

joined Suriya's upcoming presti-

gious project Suriya45. The ac-

Trisha Krishnan

joins prestigious Surya45
tress will be adding her grace and

charm to the fascinating world

of the film, stated the makers.

Renowned production house

Dream Warrior Pictures is pro-

ducing this big budget film in the

direction of multi-faceted writer

director RJ Balaji. Katchi Sera,

Aasa Kooda songs fame Sai

Abhyankar is composing music

for this film and regular shoot is

going on at a brisk pace.

M
ass Ka Das

Vishwak Sen

has a unique

taste in his script selection

and he doesn't want to repeat

same genre for his next.

Now, the actor shocked ev-

eryone with lady makeover

for his upcoming film, Laila.

The young actor showcased

lot of belief in himself by tak-

ing up such a challening role.

Vishwak Sen's LailaVishwak Sen's LailaVishwak Sen's LailaVishwak Sen's LailaVishwak Sen's Laila
marks Valentine's Daymarks Valentine's Daymarks Valentine's Daymarks Valentine's Daymarks Valentine's Day
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L
avanya Tripathi is one of the most tal

ented actors in the Telugu film indus

try. She has made her debut in the film

Andala Rakshasi and has been doing great

things in her career. After marrying Varun Tej,

Lavanya did not stop pursuing new opportu-

nities and has now signed a new film.

As per the latest reports in the film nagar,

Lavanya Tripathi signed a new film, titled

'Sathi Leelavathi.'

 The film is set to be directed by Tatineni Satya

and produced in collaboration with Durga Devi

Pictures and Trio Studios. The announcement

has come out on the occasion of Lavanya's

birthday today.

Tatineni Satya earlier did films like Bheemili

Kabaddi Jattu, S.M.S (Shiva Manasulo

Shruthi,) and others. Lavanya Tripathi will

reportedly be seen in a unique role on which

she is extremely confident. The character is

a different one and the main story revolves

around Lavanya herself. Mickey J. Meyer

is composing the music for the film, while

Binendra Menon is handling the cinematogra-

phy. Dialogues are being penned by Uday

Pottipadu, with Kosanam Vittal as the art di-

rector and Satish Suriya as the editor. The com-

plete details of the project will be out soon.

Lavanya Tripathi is a talented heroine who has

utilised every opportunity that came her way.

We hope that she would make use of this

chance and also emerge as the number one

heroine in the film industry. All the best and

happy birthday, Lavanya.

Mohanlal's Fierce Kirata Look

Unveiled: A Roar in the Forest

L
ike a storm breaking the silence of the woods, the

team of Kannappa has unleashed a powerful

glimpse of Mohanlal as the legendary Kirata, the

Master of Pashupatastra. Draped in a rustic brown vin-

tage attire with black-painted facial designs and gripping

a menacing sword, his look emanates an unyielding in-

tensity. This poster, steeped in raw energy, has electri-

fied fans and promises a character that will be etched in

cinematic history.

As part of their promotional blitz, the makers of Kannappa

have been unveiling character posters every Monday, and

today’s reveal of Mohanlal has taken the anticipation to

new heights. Playing the victor over the victorious and

the mythical guardian of the forest, Mohanlal’s portrayal

of Kirata is set to be an iconic addition to his illustrious

career. The magnum opus is slated for release on April

25, 2025, and boasts a stellar ensemble cast including

superstars Prabhas, Akshay Kumar, Mohan Babu, Vishnu

Manchu, and Sarath Kumar.

G
lobal star Ram Charan's Game

Changer, directed by Shankar, is one

of the most anticipated films of

2025. Scheduled to release on January 10,

2025, the film features Srikanth in a pivotal

role. In a recent interaction with the media,

Srikanth opened up about his challenging ex-

perience working on this high-profile project.

Srikanth said, "I feel that my characterization

in this movie is fresh and distinct compared

to my recent work. I never imagined I would

portray such a character. When I heard the

second half, I knew I had to take on the role

no matter what. Once the prosthetics were

done, I felt confident I could do justice to it."

Talking about the inspiration behind his look,

he added, "They created my look after seeing

a picture of my father. When I wore the getup,

my mother was shocked. I even teased her by

calling her 'Baby.' I never thought I could re-

semble my father so much."

Audiences Will Be Surprised by

My Role in Game Changer : Srikanth

Q
ueen Anushka Shetty has a

huge fan following and many

eagerly waiting for her films.

She created a huge buzz and curios-

ity with her upcoming Ghaati

Glimpse. Creative director Krish is

directing this action epic.

With title announcement glimpse and

terrific action avatar of Anushka,

makers have increased the anticipa-

tion for the film by multi-folds. Now,

they have locked the much awaited

release date for the film.

Anushka's Ghaati

locks Summer release

Nayanthara Embraces
Sixth Generation Heroes with Grace

I
n the changing world of South Indian cinema, ac

tress Nayanthara proves her talent, versatility, and

lasting success. From a leading lady to a mother

of two, Nayanthara continues to shine as one of the

most sought-after stars across industries. At 40, her

career remains unmatched, proving that age and mile-

stones have no bearing on her ability to dominate the

silver screen. Her upcoming projects with actors like

Madhavan and Siddharth, along with women-centric

films like Rakkai, Mannangatti Since 1960, and Toxic

in Kannada, highlight her commitment to powerful

storytelling. Currently juggling Tamil, Malayalam,

and Kannada cinema, Nayanthara is also grab-

bing attention in Telugu cinema. She is work-

ing on a special song for Rajasaab, starring

Prabhas. However, what has intrigued many is

her collaboration with young actor.  Kavin in

an upcoming film directed by Vishnu Edavan, a

protégé of Lokesh Kanagaraj. Produced by SS

Lalith Kumar under Seven Screen Studio, the

film promises a fresh romantic narrative.

Nayanthara, known for pairing opposite actors

across generations, remarked that she has shared

screen space with legends like Rajinikanth.

Aamir Khan and Vamshi Paidipally TeamAamir Khan and Vamshi Paidipally TeamAamir Khan and Vamshi Paidipally TeamAamir Khan and Vamshi Paidipally TeamAamir Khan and Vamshi Paidipally Team
Up for Groundbreaking Telugu Project?Up for Groundbreaking Telugu Project?Up for Groundbreaking Telugu Project?Up for Groundbreaking Telugu Project?Up for Groundbreaking Telugu Project?

B
ollywood superstar Aamir Khan,

known for his perfection and block

buster films, has exciting news for

his South Indian fans. Currently busy with

projects like Sitaare Zameen Par, producing

Lahore 1947, and acting in the Tamil film

Coolie alongside Rajinikanth, Nagarjuna, and

Upendra, Aamir has now set his sights on

Telugu cinema. For fans who loved his

dubbed hits like PK and 3 Idiots, this marks a

new chapter in his illustrious career. Aamir

Khan has shown growing interest in collabo-

rating with South Indian filmmakers, recog-

nizing the powerful stories and trends emerg-

ing from the industry. Notably, Tollywood

producer Dil Raju has been in talks with

Aamir for some time. Recently, acclaimed

Telugu director Vamshi Paidipally, known for

films like Oopiri, Maharshi.

Balakrishna's 'The Rage
of Daaku': A Goosebump Fest!

T
he Rage of Daaku, the

first track from the

highly anticipated film

Daaku Maharaaj, starring

Nandamuri Balakrishna, was

released by the producers.

Balakrishna has a strong part

in Bobby Kolli's action thriller,

which also stars Shraddha

Srinath and Pragya Jaiswal as

the main female characters.

The film is being produced by

Suryadevara Nagavanshi and

Sai Sowjanya, while Bobby

Deol and Chandini Chowdhury

are also playing important

roles.

Thaman wrote the tune, and

Ananta Sriram wrote the enthral-

ling and weird lyrics. Singers

Bharat Raj, Nakash Aziz, Ritesh

G Rao, and K. Pranathi bring the

lovely song to life. Balakrishna's

intense appearance is featured in

the lyrical video, which was pub-

lished on Saturday. It gives fans

chills and increases their excite-

ment for the movie. Daaku

Maharaaj will be released on

January 12—just in time for

Sankranthi—with filming almost

finished.

In addition to the suspense, be-

hind-the-scenes looks at the song

have been made public, providing

a preview of the captivating

storyline of the movie. After work-

ing with Balakrishna on Akhanda,

Pragya Jaiswal is making a come-

back to Telugu cinema, and her

amazing performance in the song

has won over admirers. The an-

ticipation for her reappearance has

increased due to the joyful surprise of her visu-

als.

More than just a song, the lyrical video tells a

captivating tale that is sure to captivate view-

ers. Fans are looking forward to The Rage of

Daaku because of its strong soundtrack, capti-

vating images, and outstanding performances.


