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1st ODI: Kohli's injury appears1st ODI: Kohli's injury appears1st ODI: Kohli's injury appears1st ODI: Kohli's injury appears1st ODI: Kohli's injury appears
minor, likely to get into action in next matchminor, likely to get into action in next matchminor, likely to get into action in next matchminor, likely to get into action in next matchminor, likely to get into action in next match
The injury suffered by senior bat-

ter Virat Kohli ahead of

Thursday's first ODI against En-

gland here may turn out to be a

minor setback for....

Cargo handled at India’s majorCargo handled at India’s majorCargo handled at India’s majorCargo handled at India’s majorCargo handled at India’s major
ports surges to 819 million tonnesports surges to 819 million tonnesports surges to 819 million tonnesports surges to 819 million tonnesports surges to 819 million tonnes
The cargo handled at India's major

ports has increased from 581.34 mil-

lion tonnes in 2014-15 to 819.23 mil-

lion tonnes in FY 2023-24, a com-

pound annual growth rate (CAGR) of

3.5 per cent....

Complete all civil worksComplete all civil worksComplete all civil worksComplete all civil worksComplete all civil works
related to Anganwadi centersrelated to Anganwadi centersrelated to Anganwadi centersrelated to Anganwadi centersrelated to Anganwadi centers
District Collector Rajarshi Shah

has instructed engineering offi-

cials to complete all civil works

related to Anganwadi centers as

soon as possible....

CM Revanth asks Congress MLAs to ensure victory in local body elections
Hyderabad, Feb 6 (NSS) : Chief Minister Revanth

Reddy and AICC Telangana Affairs In-charge Deepadas

Munshi have urged the Congress MLAs to ensure that

both newly-appointed and established leaders collabo-

rate effectively to secure victory in the upcoming local

body elections.

They emphasized that the party's success in local bodies

hinges on the coordinated efforts of all leaders within

their respective constituencies.

On Thursday, the Chief Minister

convened a meeting with Con-

gress MLAs and Ministers at the

Dr. MCR HRD Institute of

Telangana, which lasted over three

hours. During the discussion,

Revanth Reddy noted that the BC

caste census was conducted in line

with the Kamareddy Declaration,

while opposing parties have been

unnecessarily raising objections

regarding this matter.

It was advised that each MLA

should launch a counter-initiative

at the constituency level in re-

sponse to the BC census sur-

vey. The Chief Minister af-

firmed the Congress

government's commitment to

the categorization of Sched-

uled Castes and expressed

readiness to implement this in

Telangana.

Caste Census Survey Will ProvideCaste Census Survey Will ProvideCaste Census Survey Will ProvideCaste Census Survey Will ProvideCaste Census Survey Will Provide
Justice For Justice For Justice For Justice For Justice For BCBCBCBCBCs  :  Konda Surekhas  :  Konda Surekhas  :  Konda Surekhas  :  Konda Surekhas  :  Konda Surekha
Hyderabad, Feb.6 (NSS): Min-

ister for Forest and Endow-

ments, Konda Surekha, has ex-

pressed her confidence that the

caste census survey will lead to

justice for the Backward

Classes (BC) community in

Telangana, thus fulfilling the

commitment made by the Con-

gress party in the Kamareddy

Declaration.

PM Modi attacks CongressPM Modi attacks CongressPM Modi attacks CongressPM Modi attacks CongressPM Modi attacks Congress
for 'family-first', polarisationfor 'family-first', polarisationfor 'family-first', polarisationfor 'family-first', polarisationfor 'family-first', polarisation
New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Thursday trained his gun at the Congress

for pursuing politics of "family first and polarisation"

and adopting a "predatory approach" and harming its

allies. Replying in Rajya Sabha to the Motion of

Thanks on the President's Address, PM Modi said that

before his government came to power in 2014, the

Congress had given the country a development model

based on "lies, deceit, corruption, dynastic rule and

polarisation".        Continued on pg 02

Hyderabad, Feb 6 (IANS) : Po-

lice in Hyderabad have registered

another case against 'Bigg Boss-

Season 8' contestant and well-

known Radio Jockey Shekhar

Basha on a complaint by a woman

assistant choreographer, who was

allegedly a victim of sexual assault

by Tollywood choreographer Jani

Master. A case against Basha was

registered at Narsingi Police Sta-

tion of Cyberabad Police Commi

ssionerate on a complaint by the

22-year-old woman.

RJ Shekhar Basha booked

on a complaint by

victim in Jani Master case

Andhra Pradesh formsAndhra Pradesh formsAndhra Pradesh formsAndhra Pradesh formsAndhra Pradesh forms
SIT to probe corruptionSIT to probe corruptionSIT to probe corruptionSIT to probe corruptionSIT to probe corruption
in liquor salesin liquor salesin liquor salesin liquor salesin liquor sales
during YSRCP termduring YSRCP termduring YSRCP termduring YSRCP termduring YSRCP term
Amaravati, Feb 6 (IANS)

The Andhra Pradesh gov-

ernment has constituted a

Special Investigation Team

(SIT) to further investigate

the allegations of irregu-

larities and corruption in

Andhra Pradesh State Bev-

erages Corporation Lim-

ited (APSBCL) under the

YSR Congress Party's ten-

ure. The seven-member

SIT has been constituted to

investigate irregularities

from October 2019 to

March 2024.

CM Chandrababu Naidu holds cabinet meeting
Amaravati, Feb 6 (NSS):

Chief Minister N Chandrababu

Naidu today chaired a cabinet

meeting in             Amaravati

on Thursday. Several key is-

sues learnt to have come up for

discussion in the meeting. It is

also learnt that the CM has given

several important instructions to

the higher officials on this oc-

casion.

The CM has given clear instruc-

tions to the officials to clear Rs

900 crore kept for Neeru-Chettu

scheme. He suggested that the

dues of pre-2019 houses should also

be cleared. CM Chandrababu re-

minded that many activists and

leaders were roaming around them

for the clearance of the  dues. He

instructed the district incharge min-

isters to focus on the issue of the

dues when they visit districts. There

was a long discussion on revenue

in this conference.

 Chandrababu stressed the need for

the ministers and officials to pay

attention to bogus passbooks and

registrations. Stating that a Memo-

randum of Understanding (MoU)

has also been

signed in renew-

able energy during

his recent Davos

visit, he asked the

ministers and the

officials to focus

on the grounding

of the projects. He

asked the officials

to focus on setting

up a training insti-

tute of Customs de-

partment in

Anantapur district.

Changes in UGC norms violate federal spirit, says BRS
Hyderabad, Feb 6 (IANS): Bharat

Rashtra Samithi (BRS) has opposed the

proposed changes in guidelines of the

University Grants Commission (UGC),

saying they violate the federal spirit and

undermine state authority over universi-

ties. BRS Working President

K.T. Rama Rao (KTR), along

with party leaders and public

representatives, met Union Edu-

cation Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan on Thursday.

Govt should removeGovt should removeGovt should removeGovt should removeGovt should remove
confusion over BCconfusion over BCconfusion over BCconfusion over BCconfusion over BC
Reservations: TalasaniReservations: TalasaniReservations: TalasaniReservations: TalasaniReservations: Talasani
Hyderabad, Feb.6

(NSS) : Former minis-

ter Talasani Srinivas

Yadav today de-

manded that the State

government drive out

confusion over the

implementation of

42% BC reservations

and implementation

of SC reservations in

Telangana.

He asked the State

government to re-sur-

vey the caste census

and added that there

would be no confusion

among the people if

the survey was con-

ducted for the second

time.
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Women need to be aware of

the laws  : Senior Civil Judge Radhika Jaswal
Rajanna Siricilla, Feb  6

(TIM Bureau) : District Le-

gal Services Authority Secre-

tary Senior Civil Judge

Radhika Jaiswal said that stu-

dents and women should be

aware of the laws. On Thurs-

day, she inaugurated the Manonyaya

Legal Head Clinic set up by the Dis-

trict Legal Services Authority at the

SESS Government Girls Junior College

in the district center. Speaking on the

occasion, she said that women and stu-

dents should be aware of the laws.

Complete all civil

works related to Anganwadi centers
Adilabad, Feb  5 (TIM Bureau) : District

Collector Rajarshi Shah has instructed en-

gineering officials to complete all civil

works related to Anganwadi centers as soon

as possible by the end of this month and he

held a review meeting at the Collectorate

conference hall on the repairs of Anganwadi

centers, toilets, drinking water, and ground-

ing of completed Indiramma model houses.

RDO Vinod Kumar, DWO Sabita, Addi-

tional CDPO Milkha, CDPOs, supervisors,

PD Housing, AD Mines, Engineering de-

partment officials, and others participated

in this meeting. Speaking on the occasion,

the Collector said that the government has

granted permission to build 200 toilets in

Anganwadi centers, of which 80 have been

completed so far. He said that out of the 44

drinking water works, 24 have been com-

pleted so far and water is being provided.

He said that bills for completed work have

been paid so far and instructed engineering

officials to complete the remaining con-

struction work by the end of this month.

Continued From

pg 01

He presented the

report card of his

g o v e r n m e n t ' s

policies over the

past 10 years, cap-

turing the welfare

schemes targeted

at women, farm-

ers, artisans, small

en t repreneurs ,

Dalits, disabled

and transgenders.

PM ModiPM ModiPM ModiPM ModiPM Modi
attacks Congressattacks Congressattacks Congressattacks Congressattacks Congress
for 'family-first',for 'family-first',for 'family-first',for 'family-first',for 'family-first',
polarisationpolarisationpolarisationpolarisationpolarisation

Six states pass resolution opposing

draft UGC regulations 2025 : Sridhar Babu
Hyderabad, Feb 6 (NSS): Minister for IT and Indus-

tries Duddilla Sridhar Babu has taken a firm stand against

the draft UGC Regulations 2025, which seek to clip the

wings of State governments in appointing university vice-

chancellors. Representing the Telangana government in

place of Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, Sridhar Babu

participated in a crucial meeting in Bengaluru, where Edu-

cation Ministers and representatives from six (non-BJP-

ruled) states—Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana,

Jharkhand, and Himachal Pradesh—closed ranks to chal-

lenge the Centre’s move. At the meeting, Sridhar Babu

pulled no punches, slamming the central government’s

attempt to tighten its grip on higher education.

“For years, States have had the final say in appointing

vice-chancellors, and now the Centre wants to call the

shots. Telangana alone

spends nearly Rs.4,000 crore

annually on higher educa-

tion, setting up new univer-

sities, fostering research and

innovation, and ensuring

quality education. What

gives the Centre the right to

meddle in our affairs?” he

asked. The Minister tore into

the proposal that would al-

low industry leaders, bureau-

crats, and external individu-

als to be appointed as vice-

chancellors.

MMMMMLCLCLCLCLC Kavitha Kavitha Kavitha Kavitha Kavitha
demands govtdemands govtdemands govtdemands govtdemands govt
release Rythurelease Rythurelease Rythurelease Rythurelease Rythu
Bharosa fundsBharosa fundsBharosa fundsBharosa fundsBharosa funds
simultaneouslysimultaneouslysimultaneouslysimultaneouslysimultaneously
Hyderabad, Feb.6 (NSS):

BRS party MLC

Kalvakuntla Kavitha has

expressed her displeasure

over the State government's

indifference towards the

release of rythu bharosa

funds to the farmers of the

State. She demanded that

the government immedi-

ately release all the rythu

bharosa funds simulta-

neously. She also de-

manded that pending bills

be released to village

sarpanches.
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Guwahati, Feb 6 (IANS) : A

total of 1,12,062 migratory wa-

ter and wetland-dependent

birds of 124 species, the high-

est number for freshwater lakes

in northeast India, counted in

Assam's Kaziranga National

Park and Tiger Reserve

(KNPTR), officials said on

Thursday.

KNPTR Director Sonali Ghosh

said that the sixth Kaziranga

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : Awadhesh Prasad, the

Samajwadi Party MP from Faizabad, burst into

tears on Thursday during a press conference over

the rape and murder of a Dalit woman and declared

that he would resign from his position if the perpe-

trators of heinous crime were not caught and pun-

ished.

Prasad's teary outburst was in response to the mur-

der of a 22-year-old Dalit woman whose body was

found in Ayodhya, which is a part of the Faizabad

constituency.

According to reports, the naked body of the woman

was recovered from a canal near her village. As

per her family members, she was violated before

the murder and her eyes were also gouged out.

Gurugram : Man kills

wife on suspicion of

having affair, arrested
Gurugram, Feb 6 (IANS) : A

man was arrested for allegedly

killing his wife in Gurugram's

Sector-61 area over suspicion

that she was in an illicit relation-

ship with another person, police

said on Thursday. The accused

has been identified as Abrar of

Uttar Pradesh, they said.

Police received information on

January 28 that a 20-year-old

woman identified as Saloon was

brought to the hospital.

A team from the Bhondsi police

station reached the hospital, took

custody of the body, and kept it

in the mortuary.  On January 29,

the deceased's sister told the po-

lice that her sister used to live

with Abrar in a rented accommo-

dation in Sector-61. The victim

died due to an illness.  An au-

topsy report of the deceased dis-

closed that she was strangulated

to death.

Assam: Over 1 lakh migratory
water birds of  124 species spotted in Kaziranga

waterbird count exercise found

1,12,062 migratory water and wet-

land-dependent birds of 124 spe-

cies higher than the fifth round

(2023-24) of bird count exercise

when 88,710 such birds were

found against the fourth round's

(2021-22) 66,776 birds.

She added that out of 124 species,

62 were winter migrants.

The results of bird count were

announced on Thursday.

According to the IUCN (Interna-

tional Union for Conservation of

Nature) red list, seven species are

globally threatened and 15 are

near-threatened.

Out of three divisions, Nagaon

Wildlife Division recorded the

highest number of species (107).

"Key sightings included the criti-

cally endangered Baer's Pochard

and the Endangered Pallas's Fish

Eagle.

Faizabad MP breaks down over Dalit
woman's rape-murder in Ayodhya; CM Yogi responds

The Samajwadi Party MP, speak-

ing to the press, started crying over

the incident, lamenting that he

could not save her. A video of

Prasad breaking down also circu-

lated on the social media. In the

video, he can be seen crying while

fellow colleagues were consoling

him. "I will raise this matter in Lok

Sabha before the Prime Minister.

I will resign from Lok Sabha if we

do not get justice. We are failing

to save our daughters. How did

this happen to our daughter," he

could be heard saying in the video.

The incident has left the vil-

lagers angry and outraged

while her family members

are demanding stringent ac-

tion against the perpetrators.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-

ter Yogi Adityanath also took

note of the incident and

promised that the guilty

would face the harshest pun-

ishment.

Shimla, Feb 6 (IANS) : In a significant

achievement for higher education and

technological advancement in Himachal

Pradesh, the Indian Institute of Technol-

ogy (IIT), Mandi will establish an exten-

sion campus in Palampur on nearly 52

hectares of land. The announcement was

made on Thursday by Gokul Butail, Prin-

cipal Advisor (Innovation, Digital Tech-

nologies, and Governance) to Chief Min-

ister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, in

Palampur.  Butail, who also serves on the

Board of Directors of IIT Mandi Catalyst,

the institute's startup incubator, said he

had actively advocated for the expansion

of IIT to Palampur.  For this purpose, 22

hectares of land at Bhagotla village have

already been allotted for lease to IIT

Mandi under the Technical Education De-

partment, while an additional 31 hectares

will be sent for forest clearance to the

Central government.  Palampur, already

home to prestigious institutions like

Chaudhary Sarwan Kumar Himachal

Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidyalaya Agricul-

tural University and CSIR-Institute of

Himalayan Bioresource Technology, of-

fers a strategic advantage with improved

connectivity.

IIT Mandi to establishIIT Mandi to establishIIT Mandi to establishIIT Mandi to establishIIT Mandi to establish
extension campus in Palampurextension campus in Palampurextension campus in Palampurextension campus in Palampurextension campus in Palampur

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : Congress

leader Udit Raj, while responding to the

Union Budget, said on Thursday that it

was driven by political motives eying

Delhi voters. Commenting on the tax re-

bates announced in the budget, he said,

“It was awaited for many years, the way

inflation has increased. When salaries are

being increased, this tax exemption limit

was also needed to increase. In such a situ-

ation, tax collection will also increase.

This has been done keeping in mind the

Delhi elections.” “But, there is not much

relief in the times of inflation. The most

important thing is that inflation should

come down. That is not happening, infla-

tion is increasing. You may give income

tax exemption. Now if inflation increases,

there is no net benefit,” Udit RaJ told

IANS. Criticising the budget, the Con-

gress leader said, “In the budget, there is

no mention of farmers' MSP.

Driven by 'political motives':

Cong's Udit Raj on Union Budget

School admissions dipped,

pollution spiked under AAP govt: Ajay Maken
New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : A drop in admissions

in government schools and shortage of public trans-

port buses are the dark facts about the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) government's failed education and

transport models in Delhi, former Union Minister

and AICC Treasurer Ajay Maken said on Thurs-

day. Addressing media persons, Maken said the

Arvind Kejriwal and Atishi governments had mis-

led Delhiites by promising world-class education

and transport facilities in the city but failed to de-

liver them.

The Congress leader said that it was surprising that

despite Delhi's population increasing sharply, the

number of admission of students in government

schools under the Kejriwal government came

down, with fewer students passing out of Class XI.

He said the AAP government in Delhi was the only

one in the world where the Education and Excise

Minister was the same person -- Manish Sisodia --

who wore the mask of education to commit the

crime of liquor scam.

He added that the people of Delhi have now fully

understood the fake models of Kejriwal and

were determined to vote in the Assembly

election for the Congress on February 5, to

bring back the Sheila Dikshit-led Congress

government's model of development.

The AICC Treasurer said that during the

Congress regime in 2008-09, 75,974 stu-

dents had passed the Class 12 Board ex-

ams, and the number rose to 147,420 when

Congress left office in 2013-14.

Under the AAP government in 2015-16, the

students who passed the Class 12 Board

exams came down to 116,792 and the num-

ber further slumped to 109,098 in 2019-

20, he added.

Similarly, under the Congress government

in 2013-14, 166,257 students appeared for

Class 12 Board exams while under the AAP

government in 2023-24, the number came

down to 15,1429 -- instead of going up in

proportion to the increase in the Capital's

population.

Fugitive gangster deported from Philippines, arrested at IGI airportFugitive gangster deported from Philippines, arrested at IGI airportFugitive gangster deported from Philippines, arrested at IGI airportFugitive gangster deported from Philippines, arrested at IGI airportFugitive gangster deported from Philippines, arrested at IGI airport
New Delhi, Feb 6  (IANS) : In a significant devel-

opment, a dreaded gangster, Joginder Gyong, was

deported from Philippines on Thursday and ar-

rested at Delhi’s IGI airport by the Special Cell of

Delhi Police over his role in multiple criminal

cases.  The criminal is wanted by Haryana and other

states over criminal conspiracy and murder charges

besides other heinous crimes. The gangster was ar-

rested in Philippines and brought

back Delhi via Bangkok, where

his custody was taken by the Spe-

cial Cell of Delhi Police.

Joginder Gyong has been guilty of

engaging in criminal activities

along with his brother Surinder

Geong. He has multiple cases

against him, with murder charges

lodged against him at Panipat po-

lice station in 2017.

The fugitive gangster was in-

volved in multiple criminal cases

with cases lodged against him in

Delhi also, over offences of rob-

bery, murder, attempt to murder.
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N
amibia's Ministry of En

vironment, Forestry and

Tourism (MEFT) said it

is tracking two lions that strayed

from protected areas into farm-

land.  The first lion, a female,

was spotted between Tsumeb

and Oshivelo, both towns in

northern Namibia along a key

route connecting the country's in-

terior to Etosha National Park, a

major wildlife conservation area,

MEFT spokesperson Romeo

Muyunda said in a statement on

Saturday. According to

Muyunda, the lioness is part of

a pride with two adult lions and

four cubs at Onguma Farm, a

private reserve bordering Etosha,

reports Xinhua news agency.

"We believe that one female lion

went out from the farm and was

spotted and captured by travel-

lers in the circulating video,"

Muyunda said. "Our staff have

tracked the spores of the lion to

the Punyu farm."

The affected area consists

mainly of private farmland, re-

T
he recent visit of four

high-ranking ISI offi

cials, including Director

General of Analysis Maj Gen

Shahid Amin Afsar, to Dhaka on

January 21 marks a significant

shift in Bangladesh-Pakistan re-

lations. The two nations, histori-

cally estranged since the brutal

1971 Liberation War—wherein

Pakistani forces are accused of

massacring nearly three million

people and violating 2,00,000

Bengali women—are now dem-

onstrating signs of rapproche-

ment. The evolving diplomatic

118-member foreign delegation118-member foreign delegation118-member foreign delegation118-member foreign delegation118-member foreign delegation
takes sacred bath attakes sacred bath attakes sacred bath attakes sacred bath attakes sacred bath at
Maha Kumbh, praises Indian cultureMaha Kumbh, praises Indian cultureMaha Kumbh, praises Indian cultureMaha Kumbh, praises Indian cultureMaha Kumbh, praises Indian culture

A
t the Maha Kumbh Mela, a special 118-mem

ber foreign delegation, including diplomats

and Heads of Missions from 77 countries,

took a scared dip at the Triveni Sangam in Uttar

Pradesh's Prayagraj along with their spouses and ex-

pressed their happiness on this auspicious occasion.

The ambassadors of various countries and their fami-

lies appreciated the Indian culture and spirituality and

hailed the arrangements made at this huge spiritual

and religious event. The delegation expressed grati-

tude to the Central and Uttar Pradesh governments

and described reaching this holy place as a unique

experience. Seeing this historic occasion of

Mahakumbh, several members of the delegation

gained a deep understanding and respect for Indian

culture. Colombia's Ambassador Victor Chaveri said:

"It was a wonderful experience of my life. This is an

opportunity that everyone should experience once in

a lifetime. It is a very special experience to feel the

spirituality and power of the people here in

Mahakumbh. Indian culture is extremely rich and the

message here is for peace and humanity. When you

see so many people engrossed in spirituality here at

the confluence of rivers Ganga, Yamuna, and

Saraswati, one feels a strange power."

Diana, wife of the Russian Ambassador, said: "I

would like to thank the Indian Ministry of External

Affairs for giving us the opportunity to be a part of

this sacred event. I got a lot of spiritual peace after

bathing here and I am very impressed by the safety,

organisation, and cleanliness of the water here. In-

dian culture is very diverse and deep-rooted, and it is

great to see that people here preserve and follow it."

Slovakia's Ambassador Robert said: "The experience

was unforgettable. The energy and peace here have

left a deep impression on me. The main message of

this event is peace and unity, and it should be spread

throughout the world. I would like to congratulate

the Indian government, Uttar Pradesh government,

and its people for organising this grand event."

Cuban Ambassador Juan Carlos Marjan said: "The

religious event was truly wonderful. Lakhs of people

here became a part of this religious event, and I was

proud to see how rich and deep Indian culture is. We

are fortunate to have had the opportunity to be a part

of this great event." Ecuadorian Ambassador

Fernando said: "When I was a child, I always dreamed

that one day I would bathe in the sacred waters of the

Ganges. Today that dream has come true, and it was

a very spiritual experience for me. I am learning a lot

about Indian culture, like yoga, Ayurveda, and medi-

tation. The atmosphere here is very peaceful and spiri-

tual, and I am very happy to be here."

Senior BJP leader and MLA Siddharth Nath Singh

said: "Our arrangements and facilities provided at the

Maha Kumbh are of world-class quality and we have

been in constant contact with the Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar

had also said that many people want to come to Maha

Kumbh, and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath has invited everyone here." He also added:

"Ambassadors and High Commissioners of many

countries have come here and they are very happy to

be here.

 These people want to get acquainted with the cul-

ture and spirituality of India. These people also took

bath in Sangam -- the confluence of rivers Ganga,

Yamuna, and Saraswati today." Uttar Pradesh Energy

Minister A.K. Sharma said: "Till now more than 30

crore people from India and abroad have come and

taken a dip in the Maha Kumbh. Apart from this, a

large number of people are still coming here. What

the Uttar Pradesh government was saying is that 45-

50 crore people will come to take a sacred dip, that

figure seems to be proving true." "People who come

here and take a dip are leaving happy. People are very

impressed by the environment and arrangements here.

Namibia tracks
two lions outside protected areas

ducing the risk of direct encoun-

ters with people, he said, urging

farmers and nearby communities

to take precautions while officials

work to return the lion to Onguma.

Another lion was reported at

Oromowa, a farming area on the

western periphery of Etosha Na-

tional Park, and is suspected to

have strayed from the park.

"Equally, our staff members are

tracking the lion and caution com-

munities in those areas to be vigi-

lant and ensure the livestock are

safe," Muyunda said.

The ministry confirmed that no

livestock losses, property damage,

or attacks on humans have been

reported.

Namibia faces ongoing challenges

in managing human-wildlife con-

flict as its growing population and

expanding agricultural activities

encroach on wildlife habitats.

Large carnivores such as lions and

elephants often stray from na-

tional parks and conservancies

into farming areas, leading to live-

stock losses and property damage.

A
 woman has died

while thousands of

people have been

forced to flee their homes af-

ter torrential rainfall caused

flooding in northern

Queensland, authorities said,

adding that waters will con-

tinue to rise and warned of a

"dangerous and life-threaten-

ing" situation. More than

1,000mm (39 inches) of rain

has fallen on parts of north-

east Queensland since Friday

with "record rainfalls" set to

continue into Monday, ac-

cording to Queensland State

Premier David Crisafulli.

Crisafulli said conditions

were unlike anything northern

Queensland had experienced

"for a long time".

Meteorologists said that these

could be the worst floods in

the region in more than 60

years, BBC reported.

"It's not just the intensity, but

Thousands flee homes as

Australia battles massive floods
it's also the longevity of it,"

he told Australian broad-

caster ABC. The woman who

died was onboard a State

Emergency Service (SES)

dinghy which hit a tree and

capsized in the town of

Ingham, in north-west

Queensland. It is understood

she was a member of the pub-

lic who was being rescued at

the time and was not an emer-

gency worker, BBC reported.

The other five people on

board were able to get to

safety. An investigation has

been launched.

Meanwhile, three people

were rescued from the roof of

a house in Cardwell, about

halfway between Cairns and

Townsville. Video has

emerged showing a man

clinging to a pole in Ingham

after his vehicle was washed

away -- and being taken to

safety by locals in a boat.

Bangladesh’s growing closeness

with Pakistan: Implications for India
landscape comes in the wake of

Bangladesh's political turmoil,

following the abrupt removal of

Sheikh Hasina in August 2024,

triggered by a student-led mass

uprising. Her ousting has upended

regional power equations, particu-

larly unsettling India, which had

long maintained a strong strategic

partnership with Hasina’s govern-

ment. The burgeoning Pakistan-

Bangladesh engagement now pre-

sents a challenge to India’s re-

gional influence. Just days before

the ISI delegation’s arrival in

Dhaka, a Bangladeshi military

delegation led by Lt Gen SM

Kamrul Hasan, the Principal

Staff Officer of the Armed Forces

Division, visited Rawalpindi—the

nerve centre of Pakistan’s military

establishment—from January 13

to 18. The delegation met the

chiefs of the Pakistani army, navy,

and air force, highlighting a deep-

ening military dialogue. The Pa-

kistani military’s media wing, In-

ter-Services Public Relations

(ISPR), characterised the two na-

tions as “brotherly,” underscoring

their resilience against “external

influences.”

South Korea's
per capita GDP exceeds $36,000 in 2024

S
outh Korea's gross do

mestic product (GDP)

per person is estimated

to have exceeded the $36,000

mark last year, data showed on

Sunday.  The GDP per capita

for 2024 is estimated at

$36,024, up $454, or 1.28 per-

cent, from a year earlier, ac-

cording to the data compiled

by the Ministry of Economy

and Finance, the Bank of Ko-

rea and Statistics Korea. The

2024 tally is higher than those of

Japan and Taiwan, which stand at

$32,859 and $33,234, respec-

tively, according to estimates from

the International Monetary Fund

(IMF), reports Yonhap news

agency. South Korea's per capita

GDP was calculated based on a

nominal growth rate of 5.9 percent

from the nominal GDP of 2.4 qua-

drillion won ($1.65 trillion) in

2023 and the average won-dollar

exchange rate of 1,363.98 won last

year. South Korea's total popula-

tion in 2024 was estimated at

51.75 million. For this year, the

country's per capita GDP is fore-

cast to rise above the $37,000

threshold if it meets the growth

forecast. Seoul logged a per

capita GDP of over $30,000 for

the first time in 2016 and hit

the highest mark of $37,503 in

2021 before dropping to

$34,810 the following year.

With calm being restoredWith calm being restoredWith calm being restoredWith calm being restoredWith calm being restored
in DR Congo, risk ofin DR Congo, risk ofin DR Congo, risk ofin DR Congo, risk ofin DR Congo, risk of
disease outbreaks increases : UNdisease outbreaks increases : UNdisease outbreaks increases : UNdisease outbreaks increases : UNdisease outbreaks increases : UN

W
hile calm is being re

stored in Goma, the

key eastern city in the

Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC), the risk of disease

outbreaks, including cholera and

Mpox, increases on the outskirts,

according to the United Nations

officials.

"In Goma, currently, the situation

remains tense and volatile, with

occasional shooting continuing

within the city, but I would say

that overall, calm has been

gradually restored," said Under-

Secretary-General for Peace

Operations Jean-Pierre Lacroix

at a press briefing on Friday.

"Water and electricity have been

restored in much of the city, but

we continue to grapple with the

challenge of unexploded ord-

nance … a very serious obstacle

to freedom of movement," he

said. Runways at the city's air-

port sustained significant dam-

age in the recent fighting and are

unusable. Aid cannot be flown in

as only roads into neighboring

Rwanda are open.
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Kuala Lumpur, Feb 6 (IANS)

: Malaysia formed a new agency

to oversee its border control on

Thursday, solidifying the

government's commitment to

creating a smooth and efficient

border control framework. The

Malaysian Border Control and

Protection Agency (AKPS)

marks the government's unwa-

vering commitment to creating a

smooth and efficient border con-

trol framework, said Deputy

Prime Minister Datuk Seri

Fadillah Yusof.

 The AKPS launched on Sunday

becomes the sole border control

agency and brings together ex-

pertise and resources from vari-

ous government agencies, in-

cluding Immigration and Cus-

toms, to single-handedly stream-

line operations at the country's

Malaysia sets up
new agency to strengthen border control

international entry points nation-

wide, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

"The era of globalisation that lies

ahead of us demands that all par-

ties be more prepared with a ro-

bust and integrated border man-

agement system."

"Various efforts and initiatives

have been pioneered by the gov-

ernment to ensure Malaysia re-

mains a competitive trading nation

with efficient and integrity-driven

service delivery at the country's

entry points," he said when

launching AKPS here on Sunday.

Also present were Home Minis-

ter Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution

Ismail, Communications Minister

Fahmi Fadzil, Selangor Menteri

Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari,

and Inspector-General of Police

Tan Sri Razarudin Hashim.

Tehran, Feb 6 (IANS) : Iran on

Thursday unveiled three new

domestically developed satel-

lites in the Iranian capital Tehran

to mark its National Space Tech-

nology Day, media reported.

The satellites, namely Navak-1,

Pars-2, and an upgraded model

of Pars-1, were unveiled in a cer-

emony attended by Iranian

Iran unveils
3 new homegrown satellites

President Masoud

Pezeshkian, Minister of In-

formation and Communica-

tions Technology Seyyed

Sattar Hashemi, as well as

several cabinet members,

officials, and military com-

manders, the report said.

Developed by the Iranian

Space Research Centre.

Africa CDC calls for immediate actionAfrica CDC calls for immediate actionAfrica CDC calls for immediate actionAfrica CDC calls for immediate actionAfrica CDC calls for immediate action

amid escalating health crises across Africaamid escalating health crises across Africaamid escalating health crises across Africaamid escalating health crises across Africaamid escalating health crises across Africa
Addis Ababa, Feb 6 (IANS) : The Africa Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa

CDC) has called for "immediate action" to ad-

dress the "unprecedented convergence of crises"

that threaten to undo the decades of progress in

Africa's health security.  The Africa CDC said

in a statement issued Thursday that the number

of health emergencies in Africa has been surging

over the years.

Calling for concerted efforts from African countries

and international partners, the Africa CDC expressed

concern over the shifting global landscape, which has

seen many "wealthy nations turning inward," reduc-

ing development assistance to prioritise domestic

needs, including the recently an-

nounced 90-day pause in US foreign

aid. "The repercussions are dire. Africa

CDC projections warn that without ur-

gent intervention, these financial con-

straints could reverse health gains,

pushing morbidity and mortality rates

back to the early 2000s levels. An esti-

mated 2 to 4 million additional deaths

per year from preventable and treatable

diseases could occur," it said.

Jerusalem, Feb 6 (IANS) : The

Israeli military said on Thursday

that it has expanded its major

campaign in the northern occu-

pied West Bank.

Overnight, Israeli troops raided

the town of Tammun, north of

Nablus, where an Israeli airstrike

killed 10 militants last week, a

military spokesperson said in a

statement.

Israel expands military

operation in West Bank

Greek parliament fails
to elect new President in 2nd round of  voting
Athens, Feb 6 (IANS) : The

Greek parliament failed to

elect the country's next Presi-

dent in the second round of

voting.

A majority of 200 votes in the

300-seat parliament was

needed for one of the four can-

didates to assume the post. All

300 members of parliament

participated in the voting on

Thursday. Today's attempt fol-

lowed an inconclusive voting on

January 25.

Constantine Tassoulas, former

parliament speaker and nominee

of the ruling conservative New

Democracy party, received 160

votes, like in the first round. The

other three candidates each se-

cured less than 50 votes again,

Xinhua news agency reported.

A third round is scheduled for Feb-

ruary 6, the parliament speaker

said, with the threshold lowered

to 180 votes in line with the Greek

constitution.

If no candidate achieves the re-

quired votes in the third round, a

simple majority of 151 votes is

required in the fourth round.

Based on the voting so far, politi-

cal analysts here expect that

Tassoulas will emerge as the win-

ner in this round.

If no candidate secures the re-

quired minimum in the fourth

round, in the fifth and final round

of voting, the president will be

elected with a relative majority.

UN urges restraint amid communal violence in South Sudan
Juba, Feb 6 (IANS) : The

United Nations Mission in

South Sudan (UNMISS) on

Thursday expressed concern

about the escalating violence

between cattle keepers and

settled farming communities

in Eastern Equatoria State,

which has reportedly left at

least 35 people dead. Nicholas

Haysom, special representative

of the UN Secretary-General

and head of UNMISS, strongly

condemned the ongoing vio-

lence and called on all involved

parties to demonstrate re-

straint, Xinhua news agency

reported. "Such attacks and

counter-attacks must stop,"

Haysom said in a statement issued

in Juba, the capital of South

Sudan. Armed conflict erupted on

January 31 between pastoralists

and settled communities in and

around Magwi County, Eastern

Equatoria State, leading to re-

taliatory fighting in Agoro,

Chomboro, Obama, and Ayiii

villages.

Mexico hits back at
US after Trump's decision to impose tariffs
Mexico City, Feb 6 (IANS)

: In response to former US

President Donald Trump's im-

position of a 25 per cent tar-

iff on Mexican imports,

Mexico's President Claudia

Sheinbaum has announced

counter-tariffs on American

goods, further escalating

trade tensions between the

two nations.  Rejecting alle-

gations from the White House

that her administration has

ties to criminal organisations,

Sheinbaum shifted the blame

onto the US, accusing American

arms dealers of supplying weap-

ons to illicit groups. "If any alli-

ances exist, they are in the United

States' weapons industry, which

sells high-powered firearms to

these criminal groups, as the US

Department of Justice itself con-

firmed in January this year," she

asserted. Sheinbaum firmly stated

that Mexico would not accept any

form of foreign interference. "We

outright reject the White House's

baseless claims that the Mexican

government is aligned with crimi-

nal organisations, as well as any

attempt to intervene in our

country's affairs," she declared.

Stressing the importance of diplo-

macy, Sheinbaum emphasised

Mexico's preference for coopera-

tion over conflict. "We advo-

cate for collaboration between

neighbouring nations. Our ef-

forts must be based on shared

responsibility, mutual trust, and

respect for sovereignty, which

is non-negotiable. Coordina-

tion, yes; subordination, no,"

she posted on X. Responding

to Trump's accusations that

Mexico has failed to control

fentanyl trafficking and illegal

migration, Sheinbaum high-

lighted her government's exten-

sive anti-drug efforts.

Tunis, Feb 6 (IANS) : Tuni-

sian President Kais Saied met

with visiting Secretary of State

for Foreign, Commonwealth

and Development Affairs of

the United Kingdom David

Lammy to discuss bilateral re-

lations, according to a state-

ment issued by the Tunisian

presidency.  During the meet-

ing on Thursday, Saied

emphasised the strength and

stability of the bilateral rela-

tions, noting that there is still

room for improvement, espe-

cially in sectors such as the

economy, investment, trade,

security, energy, and educa-

tion. The Tunisian president

also discussed the potential for

enhanced cooperation, both bi-

laterally and multilaterally, to

address regional and global

challenges, Xinhua news

agency reported. Addressing

global issues, Saied pointed

out that the international re-

sponse to the ongoing atroci-

Tunisian president,

British foreign secretary discuss bilateral ties
ties faced by the Palestinian

people has been stronger,

faster, and more unified than

that of traditional global in-

stitutions. He also mentioned

other pressing challenges, in-

cluding terrorism and inhu-

mane migration, driven by

cross-border criminal net-

works. Saied also called for

stepping up international co-

operation to dismantle the net-

works and ensure individuals

from source countries have the

means to live with dignity, se-

curity, and stability to return

home. For his part, Lammy

invited Saied to visit Britain

soon and deliver a lecture at

Oxford University in London

on new humanitarian political

thought at the national and glo-

bal levels. After meeting with

Saied, Lammy was welcomed

by Tunisian Minister of For-

eign Affairs Mohamed Ali

Nafti at the ministry's head-

quarters.

Jerusalem, Feb 6 (IANS)

: It is possible to strengthen

security and expand peace,

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu said on

Thursday before departing

for Washington, where he

will negotiate the second

phase of the Gaza ceasefire

deal. "I believe that we can

strengthen security, broaden

the circle of peace, and

achieve a remarkable era of

peace through strength," he

said before boarding his

flight.

Netanyahu says possible toNetanyahu says possible toNetanyahu says possible toNetanyahu says possible toNetanyahu says possible to
'broaden the circle of peace''broaden the circle of peace''broaden the circle of peace''broaden the circle of peace''broaden the circle of peace'
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BJP leader Shahnawaz
Hussain terms Budget 2025 a roadmap for 'Viksit Bihar'
Patna, Feb 6 (IANS) : Senior

BJP leader and spokesperson

Syed Shahnawaz Hussain

hailed the Union Budget 2025-

26 as a historic milestone for

Bihar, stating that Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi has

"opened the treasury" for the

state.  "This Budget is not just

a roadmap for 'Viksit Bharat'

(Developed India) but also for

'Viksit Bihar' (Developed

Bihar)," he said.

Speaking about the Budget pre-

sented by Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman in the Lok

Sabha, Hussain emphasised that

the extensive allocations for Bihar

reaffirmed PM Modi’s commit-

ment to the state's progress.

“This budget proves once again

that PM Modi deeply cares for

Bihar and its people. His vision is

to see Bihar flourish and fulfill the

dreams of its citizens,” he said.

Shahnawaz Hussain also praised

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman for wearing a Mithila

painting saree, gifted by Padma

Shri awardee Dulari Devi, while

presenting the Budget. He stated:

“This gesture reflects the Finance

Minister’s deep respect for

Bihar’s rich heritage and its

people.” Calling the Budget 2025-

26 a blueprint for Bihar’s devel-

opment, Hussain expressed pro-

found gratitude to PM Modi and

FM Sitharaman for prioritizing

Bihar’s needs. Union Minister

Rajiv Ranjan Singh, also known

as, Lalan Singh meanwhile

criticised Tejashwi Yadav for call-

ing the Union Budget 2025-26

"disappointing and hollow". Singh

dismissed Yadav’s remarks as

baseless, asserting that the budget

introduces several new and trans-

formative initiatives for Bihar.

Reacting to Tejashwi Yadav’s

claim that the Budget contains

"nothing new", Lalan Singh re-

torted: "Is the expansion of Patna

and Bihta airports an old an-

nouncement? Are the new

Greenfield airports, the National

Food Processing Institute, and the

establishment of a Makhana

Board all previous announce-

ments? Tejashwi Yadav knows

nothing about development."

“He knows nothing about gover-

nance. His father and mother are

known for ‘Jungle Raj’ in Bihar,

and he has no interest in devel-

opment,” he added. Singh

emphasised that the Union Bud-

get 2025-26 lays the foundation

for a progressive and developed

Bihar, with major investments in

infrastructure, agriculture, edu-

cation, and industry.

SC to hear plea seeking directions to NBE to

release NEET (PG) question paper, answer key
New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

The Supreme Court is slated to

hear on Thursday a plea seek-

ing directions to the National

Board of Examinations (NBE)

to release the question paper

and answer key of the NEET

(PG) examination.  As per the

causelist published on the

website of the apex court, a

bench of Justices BR Gavai and

K Vinod Chandran will hear

the matter on February 3.

In June last year, a vacation

bench presided over by Justice

Vikram Nath agreed to exam-

ine the plea and called for a

response from the NBE, Medi-

cal Counselling Committee

(MCC) and others.

“Issue notice returnable on 8th

of July, 2024. In the meantime, re-

spondents may file their counter

affidavits,” it had ordered. During

the hearing, the National Testing

Agency (NTA) said it was not a

necessary party to the litigation

and may be deleted from the ar-

ray of parties.

“The PG (entrance exam) is con-

ducted by the National Board of

Examinations,” NTA’s counsel

had submitted.

After hearing the submission, Jus-

tice SVN Bhatti said, “You may

put it on record. When we pass an

order, we will use our discretion

under Supreme Court rules and

delete you from the array of par-

ties.” The plea filed directly be-

fore the apex court assailed the

“arbitrary act and decision” of

NBE of not releasing the question paper, answer key,

and answer sheet for NEET-PG 2022 and not allowing

any option to re-evaluate the score, even after know-

ing the fact that there were "serious discrepancies" in

the scores of the candidates who appeared for the exam

in recent past, i.e., for NEET-PG 2021 and NEET-PG

2022. “There are no other competitive exams in India,

with such lack of transparency and complete one-sided

flow of information as NEET-PG,” said the plea filed

through advocate Charu Mathur. It added that the

NEET-UG conducted by NTA gives an option to can-

didates to challenge the answer keys and several other

prestigious exams, including IIT-JEE, CMAT, CLAT,

and judicial services examinations, also give an op-

tion to challenge the answer keys.

Kolkata, Feb 6 (IANS) : Three

workers engaged in scavenging

and manual cleaning of a sewer-

age drain pipe within Bantala

leather complex on eastern out-

skirts of Kolkata died on Thurs-

day morning.

However, at the time the report

was filed, there was confusion

about the exact reason behind

their death. The police are not

ruling out any of the two possi-

bilities.

Three workersThree workersThree workersThree workersThree workers
killed duringkilled duringkilled duringkilled duringkilled during
sewage cleaningsewage cleaningsewage cleaningsewage cleaningsewage cleaning
near Kolkatanear Kolkatanear Kolkatanear Kolkatanear Kolkata

Chandigarh, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Punjab Finance Minister Harpal

Singh Cheema said on Thursday

that the state has achieved an 11.87

per cent growth in net GST col-

lection till January in this fiscal,

compared to the previous one.

This growth rate surpasses the na-

tional average of 10 per cent.

Additionally, Punjab has wit-

nessed a net growth of 15.33 per

cent in excise and 11.67 per cent

in taxes from net GST, excise,

VAT, Central Sales Tax (CST), and

Punjab State Development Tax

(PSDT) in the current fiscal year.

Punjab achieves 11.87 pc

growth in GST, says Minister Cheema

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Union Minister of Labour &

Employment Mansukh

Mandaviya on Thursday

hailed the Union Budget

2025-26 for the nearly 80 per

cent hike in allocation to a

record Rs 32,646 crore for the

Ministry of Labour & Em-

ployment and the social secu-

rity benefit for gig workers.

“Our focus is firmly on the

newly announced Employ-

Union Minister hails Budget for 80 pc hike in outlay
to Rs 32,646 crore for labour welfare, benefits to gig workers

ment Generation Scheme (ELI),

for which the budgetary allocation

has been doubled from Rs 10,000

crore to Rs 20,000 crore. The allo-

cation under the Employees’ Pen-

sion Scheme has been increased by

Rs 300 crores and under the PM

Shram Yogi Maandhan Yojana by

37 per cent compared to last year,”

the minister said. He further stated

that the Budget was a landmark ini-

tiative for India's labour welfare

with its comprehensive framework

to extend formal recognition and so-

cial security benefits to over 1 crore

gig workers. “The gig workforce is

a vital pillar of India’s new-age

economy, driving innovation and

efficiency across digital platforms.

The Finance Minister has an-

nounced measures to facilitate their

identification through unique iden-

tity cards, streamline their regis-

tration on the e-Shram portal, and

ensure access to healthcare under

PM Jan Arogya Yojana. These

steps will further strengthen

the safety net for over crore

crore gig workers across sec-

tors,” he said. The Union Min-

ister said that a pilot initiative

has already been undertaken

by the Ministry of Labour

&amp; Employment to regis-

ter platform workers and

aggregators on the e-Shram

portal.

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Hurriyat (M) chairman Mirwaiz

Umar Farooq on Thursday said

that the Muslims of Kashmir Val-

ley want the Kashmiri Pandits to

return, while emphasising that the

issue is a humanitarian one and

not political.

During an interaction with IANS,

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq also spoke

on several issues, including the

long-standing Kashmir conflict

and the Waqf Amendment Bill.

He expressed concern over the

Waqf Amendment Bill and termed

it as against the interests of Mus-

lims.

Here are some excerpts from the

interview.

IANS: What do you have to say

about the current situation in Kash-

mir?

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq: The situa-

tion in Kashmir can be seen by all

of us. Everything is clear, nothing

is hidden. We always believe that

the Kashmir problem can be solved

only through dialogue. The issue is

an old one and its solution is pos-

sible only through dialogue.

IANS: You have recently met a del-

egation of Kashmiri Pandits. Would

you like to talk about that meeting?

Kashmiri Muslims wantKashmiri Muslims wantKashmiri Muslims wantKashmiri Muslims wantKashmiri Muslims want
Pandits to return: Mirwaiz Umar FarooqPandits to return: Mirwaiz Umar FarooqPandits to return: Mirwaiz Umar FarooqPandits to return: Mirwaiz Umar FarooqPandits to return: Mirwaiz Umar Farooq

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq: The issue

of Kashmiri Pandits is a humani-

tarian matter, it is not a political

one. Muslims of Kashmir want

Kashmiri Pandits to return to their

homes. I met representatives of

Kashmiri Pandits in Delhi and dis-

cussed this.

I have openly said this many times

in Jama Masjid that we are ready

to provide all possible support for

the return of Kashmiri Pandits.

Some steps should be taken by the

Kashmiri Pandit community as

well. A suggestion has been made

to form a committee which we will

consider further and take steps. We

will take initiatives for the return

of Kashmiri Pandits.

The bond of love and brother-

hood that existed earlier between

Kashmiri Pandits and Muslims

should be re-established.

IANS: Preparations are on to

present the Waqf Amendment

Bill in Parliament. Any remarks?

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq: I have

submitted my reservations on

this. I believe that this Bill will

adversely affect the interests of

Muslims and create more prob-

lems in society. I want this Bill

not to be passed.

Thiruvananthapuram, Feb 6

(IANS) : Coming down heavily

on the Union Budget, Kerala

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan

on Thursday termed it as noth-

ing but a political document and

against federalism. “This budget

is a political document and is

against federalism. The budget

has been announced keeping the

upcoming Assembly elections in

mind. This budget will fuel in-

Budget a political documentBudget a political documentBudget a political documentBudget a political documentBudget a political document
against federalism : Pinarayi Vijayanagainst federalism : Pinarayi Vijayanagainst federalism : Pinarayi Vijayanagainst federalism : Pinarayi Vijayanagainst federalism : Pinarayi Vijayan

flation, unemployment, and pov-

erty,” said the Chief Minister.

He added that the crucial sectors

like agriculture and industry have

not been considered with serious-

ness while the cutting subsidies in

the agrarian sector continue un-

abated.

“The MGNREGA which was a

succour to the poor and

marginalised doesn’t find a place

in the budget either,” he said.

Jaipur, Feb 6 (IANS) : BJP

Haryana state in-charge and

former Rajasthan BJP chief,

Satish Poonia, hailed the

Union Budget 2025-26 as the

"best budget" for India's de-

velopment, calling it a "blue-

print" for the nation's recon-

struction.  He further com-

mended Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman for pre-

senting a budget that strength-

ens India's infrastructure and

fosters inclusive growth.

Modi govt’s budget strengthensModi govt’s budget strengthensModi govt’s budget strengthensModi govt’s budget strengthensModi govt’s budget strengthens
India’s infrastructure: BJPIndia’s infrastructure: BJPIndia’s infrastructure: BJPIndia’s infrastructure: BJPIndia’s infrastructure: BJP

Poonia highlighted the his-

toric move of raising the in-

come tax exemption limit to

Rs 12 lakh, ensuring that in-

dividuals earning up to Rs 1

lakh per month pay no tax. He

described this as a major re-

lief for the middle class and a

step towards economic em-

powerment.

He emphasised that the bud-

get includes special provi-

sions for MSMEs, education,

healthcare, infrastructure.
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New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : The

Union Budget 2025 presented

brought good news for

homeowners, as Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman announced

new tax benefits. Under the pro-

posed changes, homeowners will

now be able to claim a nil valua-

tion for two self-occupied houses

instead of just one, as was previ-

ously allowed. The Budget sug-

gests amending Section 23, sub-

Budget 2025: Relief  for
homeowners as no tax on second self-occupied house

section (2) of the Income-tax Act

which allows the annual value of

a house or part of it to be consid-

ered as nil if the owner occupies

it for personal residence or is un-

able to do so for any reason.

"Presently taxpayers can claim the

annual value of self-occupied

properties as nil only on the ful-

fillment of certain conditions,"

Finance Minister Sitharaman said

during a Budget presentation in

Parliament. She also added that

considering the difficulties faced

by taxpayers, it is proposed to al-

low the benefit of two such self-

occupied properties without any

condition.

In addition, the government has

proposed raising the annual

threshold for Tax Deduction at

Source (TDS) on rent from Rs 2.4

lakh to Rs 6 lakh.

This increase will benefit small

taxpayers and landlords by reduc-

ing the number of transactions li-

able for TDS.

The monthly TDS limit on rent

has been increased from Rs

24,000 to 50,000, which amounts

to Rs 6 lakh annually.

"I propose to rationalise TDS by

reducing the number of rates and

thresholds above which TDS is

deducted," FM Sitharaman said in

her Budget speech. The Finance

Minister added that further,

threshold amounts for tax deduc-

tion will be increased for better

clarity and uniformity. According

to the Finance Minister, this

change will provide relief to small

taxpayers receiving modest rental

payments.

Mumbai, Feb 6 (IANS) :

India's largest public sector

lender, the State Bank of In-

dia (SBI) on Thursday re-

ported an impressive 84.32 per

cent surge in net profit (year-

on-year) at Rs 16,891 crore for

the October-December quarter

(Q3 FY25), from Rs 9,164

crore in the year-ago period.

The profit rise was aided by

higher core income during the

quarter.

The net interest income (NII),

or core income, was up 4.09

per cent from a year ago and

SBI posts robust 84 pc surge

in net profit at Rs 16,891 crore in Q3
stood at Rs 41,445.5 crore compared to Rs 39,816

crore, according to the bank’s stock exchange fil-

ing. The gross NPA ratio improved to 2.07 per

cent as on December 31, 2024, against 2.13 per

cent in the September quarter. On a sequential

basis, the net NPA ratio remained unchanged at

0.53 per cent as on December 31, 2024.

The bank’s ROA and ROE for the nine months of

this fiscal (FY25) stood at 1.09 per cent and 21.46

per cent, respectively.

The employee expenses dropped 17 per cent to

Rs 16,074 crore and the SBI's domestic loans grew

14.06 per cent year-on-year. Provisions rose 32.4

per cent from last year to Rs 911.06 crore.

Operating profit for Q3 FY25 grew by 15.81 per

cent YoY to Rs 23,551 crore.

New Delhi ,  Feb 6

(IANS):  Reflecting

strong revenue vis-

ibility, Crisil Ratings

has revised its out-

look for  long-term

bank faci l i t ies  and

non-convertible de-

bentures  of  Adani

Green  Res t r ic ted

Group 1  (RG)  to

"positive" and reaf-

firmed the rating at

'Crisil AA+'. 'AGEL

RG1' comprises three

special purpose ve-

h ic les  (SPVs)  - -

namely Adani Green

Energy UP Ltd,

Prayatna Developers

Private Limited and

Parampujya Solar En-

ergy Private Limited -

- henceforth known as

'AGEL RG1'.

Adani Green RestrictedAdani Green RestrictedAdani Green RestrictedAdani Green RestrictedAdani Green Restricted
Group 1's outlook revised toGroup 1's outlook revised toGroup 1's outlook revised toGroup 1's outlook revised toGroup 1's outlook revised to
'positive' from 'stable': Crisil'positive' from 'stable': Crisil'positive' from 'stable': Crisil'positive' from 'stable': Crisil'positive' from 'stable': Crisil

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : Crude oil prices

are expected to remain range bound at an aver-

age of $75-$80 a barrel over the next 6 months,

essentially on the back of higher overall global

crude oil production aided by increase in crude

oil production by the US while demand growth

is expected to remain relatively subdued in the

backdrop of a slowdown in major global econo-

mies, according to a CareEdge Ratings report

released on Thursday.

The higher thrust towards Electric Vehicles

(EVs) and alternative fuels is also expected to

dampen demand for oil.

The report points out that the decline in crude

oil prices would result in improved retail mar-

gins of oil marketing companies such as Indian

Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum

Global oil prices likely to stay in
$75 to $80 per barrel range
over next 6 months : CareEdge

which are expected to be in the

range of Rs 7-9 per litre.

The higher retail margins of oil

marketing companies are ex-

pected to offset the impact of

reduced gross refining margins

whereby integrated players

having a presence in both re-

fining and fuel retailing busi-

nesses are expected to be bet-

ter-off compared to standalone

refiners.

CareEdge Ratings observed a

softening of Gross Refining

Margins (GRMs) for Indian

public sector oil marketing

companies (OMCs).

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Car sales in India surged by

a robust 15.53 per cent to

4,65,920 in January this year,

according to data released by

the Federation of Automobile

Dealers Associations

(FADA) on Thursday. Se-

quentially, month-on-month

car sales were up 58.77 per

cent. "PV (passenger-ve-

Car sales clock 15.5 per cent surge to 4.66
lakh units in Jan

hicle) sales grew robustly, al-

though some of that spike stems

from December purchases regis-

tered in January for a 2025 model

year advantage," FADA President

CS Vigneshwar said in a state-

ment. "Inventory levels have im-

proved, dropping by around five

days to 50-55 days, suggesting

improved supply-demand balance.

Many dealers noted improved de-

mand, but also pointed to last

year's heavy discounting, which

helped clear older models and

shift registrations," he added.

The "positive indicators" listed in

the FADA report include the mar-

riage season and promotions. It

expects the wedding demand for

cars, SUVs and two-wheelers and

fresh product introductions to sus-

tain footfalls.
Seoul, Feb 6 (IANS) : South

Korea's leading tech companies,

including Samsung Electronics

and Naver, will attend the up-

coming AI Action Summit,

where global government and

business leaders will discuss

strategies for the safe develop-

ment of artificial intelligence

(AI), industry sources said on

Thursday. Naver chief executive

officer (CEO) Choi Soo-yeon is

set to attend the event, which will

take place Monday and Tuesday

in Paris, according to the

sources, reports Yonhap news

agency. Samsung Electronics

President and chief technical of-

ficer (CTO) Cheun Kyung-

whoon will also visit France to

attend the summit and assess

emerging trends in the AI and

technology industries.

Additionally, Bae Kyung-hoon,

President of LG AI Research, LG

Group's AI-focused think tank,

has been invited to the event.

The South Korean delegation

will be led by Minister of Sci-

ence and ICT Yoo Sang-im, with

Ko Hak-soo, chairperson of the

Personal Information Protection

Commission, also in attendance.

Samsung, Naver
executives to attend
AI Action Summit in
Paris next week

MRF shares tank as Q3 profit
drops 38 pc, firm declares Rs 3 as dividend
Mumbai, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Leading tyre manufacturer

MRF on Thursday reported a

38 per cent decline in net

profit for the December quar-

ter (Q3 FY25), as the firm's

net profit stood at Rs 315

crore, compared to Rs 510

crore in the same period last

year (Q3 FY24).  MRF's earn-

ings before interest, tax, de-

preciation, and amortisation

(EBITDA) also dropped 21

per cent to Rs 835 crore in

Q3FY25, down from Rs 1,055

crore in the previous year. The

company's EBITDA margin

also shrank to 11.93 per cent

in the December quarter from

17.12 per cent a year ago.

Despite the fall in profit,

MRF's revenue from opera-

tions saw a 14 per cent rise at Rs

7,001 crore in Q3, up from Rs

6,162 crore from the year-ago pe-

riod. However, the decline in prof-

itability weighed on investor sen-

timent. The shares of MRF went

down 4 per cent at Rs 1,10,374

apiece on the BSE during the in-

tra-day trade. The company also

announced a second interim

dividend of Rs 3 per equity

share for the financial year

ending March 31, 2025.

“The Board of Directors has

declared a Second Interim

Dividend of Rs 3 per equity

share for the financial year

ending 31st March, 2025."

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : The

cargo handled at India's major

ports has increased from 581.34

million tonnes in 2014-15 to

819.23 million tonnes in FY

2023-24, a compound annual

growth rate (CAGR) of 3.5 per

cent which is comparable to glo-

bal standards, the Parliament was

informed on Thursday. During

2023-24, the cargo handled com-

prised 33.80 per cent liquid bulk,

Cargo handled at India’s

major ports surges to 819 million tonnes
44.04 per cent dry bulk, and

22.16 per cent container cargo,

Minister of Ports, Shipping,

and Waterways Sarabananda

Sonowal told the Rajya

Sabha in a written reply. In-

frastructure development

and capacity augmentation

of major ports is a continu-

ous process which involves

the construction of new

berths and terminals.
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Nairobi, Feb 6 (IANS) : Kenya's

Ministry of Health has intensified

surveillance at all entry points

across the country following an

outbreak of Sudan Ebola Virus

Disease in neighbouring Uganda.

"As a precautionary measure, sur-

veillance systems have been en-

hanced in all counties and points

of entry," Principal Secretary of

the Ministry of Health Mary

Muthoni said in a statement issued

in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya.

Muthoni said a rapid assessment

of the country's capacity to re-

spond to a similar outbreak is un-

Kenya on high alert over Sudan Ebola virus outbreak in Uganda
derway, shortly after which a com-

prehensive plan will be developed

to guide countrywide prepared-

ness and response to Ebola.

She encouraged the public to seek

accurate information from quali-

fied healthcare workers, commu-

nity health promoters or the Min-

istry of Health through its website.

The statement came after the

Ugandan Ministry of Health on

Thursday declared an Ebola out-

break after a 32-year-old male

nurse succumbed to Sudan Ebola

virus Wednesday, marking the

eighth outbreak of the deadly dis-

ease in the East African country,

Xinhua news agency reported.

The World Health Organization

(WHO) said it is "working closely

with Ugandan health authorities to

revitalise a robust surveillance and

case management system, com-

munity mobilization, and risk

communication in response to the

outbreak."

Last September, Uganda's Minis-

try of Health had announced the

launch of a comprehensive Ebola

preventive vaccination campaign

targetting 25,000 people at high

risk of contracting the deadly dis-

ease. Charles Olaro, Director of

Health Services at the ministry,

said that the initiative aimed at

safeguarding vulnerable popula-

tions and enhance preparedness

against the viral disease in the

country.

Olaro said that the ministry had

acquired 25,000 Ebola vaccine

regimens. The two-dose regimen

has previously been used in the

neighbouring Congo and Rwanda,

with "Zabdeno" administered first

and "Mvabea" given about eight

weeks later as a second dose.

The Ebola virus is highly conta-

gious and causes a range of symp-

toms, including fever, vomiting,

diarrhea, generalized pain or mal-

aise, and, in many cases, internal

and external bleeding. According

to the World Health Organization,

the mortality rates for Ebola fe-

ver are extremely high.

Johannesburg, Feb 6 (IANS)

: South Africa will experience

load-shedding, or rolling

blackouts, over the weekend

after more than 10 months of

uninterrupted electricity sup-

ply, Minister of Electricity and

Energy Kgosientsho

Ramokgopa said.

During a media briefing Thurs-

day afternoon, Ramokgopa ex-

plained that several factors,

including a number of unit fail-

ures at state power utility

Eskom's power stations, led to

a "perfect storm," triggering

the necessity of initiating load-

shedding.

"We had units out for planned

maintenance, and then there

were unit failures at Matimba

and Lethabo power stations.

For most of the week, we had

to rely on the open-cycle gas

Tokyo, Feb 6 (IANS) : Tokyo

saw a net population inflow of

approximately 79,000 people in

2024, marking an increase of

over 11,000 from the previous

year, according to the Ministry

of Internal Affairs and Commu-

nications.

Young people moving to Tokyo

for education and employment

were the primary contributors to

this trend, reinforcing the con-

tinued centralization of popula-

tion in Tokyo, the ministry noted.

Power cuts return to
South Africa after 10 months

turbines. We had to rely on die-

sel. We exhausted our reserves,"

he said. This came after Eskom an-

nounced that stage 3 load-shed-

ding would be implemented Fri-

day and run for the weekend,

Xinhua news agency reported.

"This is a potentially temporary

setback. Load-shedding is largely

behind us due to the structural

improvements in our generation

fleet," said Eskom Group Chief

Executive (CEO) Dan Marokane

in a statement. "However, over the

past seven days, we have experi-

enced several breakdowns that re-

quire extended repair times. This

has necessitated the use of all our

emergency reserves, which now

need to be replenished over the

weekend."

As the country prepared for a re-

sumption of load-shedding later

Friday, Rethabile Melamu, CEO

of the South African Photovoltaic

Industry Association, said it is im-

portant not to lose focus and not

to lose hope, urging all stakehold-

ers to work with the government

to address the power cuts.

"This is indeed a sad setback, but

our work needs to continue. We

are within touching distance of the

finish line. I call on all stakehold-

ers and role-players to remain

committed to finally ending load-

shedding permanently," she said.

Scheduled power cuts, com-

monly referred to as load-

shedding in South Africa,

have hindered the country's

economic growth for over a

decade. Since March last

year, however, there have

been no power cuts due to a

significant improvement in

Eskom's electricity supply,

resulting in more than 300

consecutive days without

outages.

Young residents

drive Tokyo's population influx
In 2024, a total of 461,454 people

moved into Tokyo, an increase of

7,321 from 2023, while 382,169

people moved out, a decrease of

3,679 from the previous year, re-

sulting in Tokyo's third consecu-

tive year of rising net inflow.

By age group, the largest net in-

flux was among 20 to 24-year-olds

(64,070 people), followed by 15

to 19-year-olds (14,286 people).

Following Tokyo, the top prefec-

tures with net population inflows

were Kanagawa.

Egypt, Iran reaffirm support for Lebanon
Beirut, Feb 1 (IANS) : Egypt

and Iran reaffirmed their com-

mitment to supporting Leba-

non across multiple sectors,

pledging assistance for the

country's recovery from the

conflict between Israel and

Hezbollah.

During a meeting with Leba-

nese President Joseph Aoun,

visiting Egyptian Foreign

Minister Badr Abdelatty con-

veyed a message on Thursday

from Egyptian President

Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, under-

scoring Egypt's solidarity

with Lebanon and its willing-

ness to contribute to rebuild-

ing Lebanon's key sectors, in-

cluding electricity and gas,

Xinhua news agency re-

ported. According to a state-

ment released by the Lebanese

presidency, Abdelatty highlighted

that Egyptian companies are pre-

pared to participate in Lebanon's

reconstruction. He also stressed

Egypt's unwavering support for

Lebanon's stability, the implemen-

tation of UN Security Council

Resolution 1701, and Israel's un-

conditional withdrawal from

occupied Lebanese territories.

He reaffirmed Egypt's commit-

ment to supporting the Leba-

nese military and facilitating

the return of displaced resi-

dents to their homes in

Lebanon's southern area and

western Bekaa region.

Islamabad, Feb 6 (IANS) : At

least 18 soldiers of Pakistan's

Frontier Corps (FC) have died

during an operation in

Mangocher, a city located in

the Kalat district of

Balochistan province, the

country's military authorities

confirmed on Thursday. "On

the night of January 31/Febru-

ary 1, terrorists attempted to

Pakistan: 18 soldiers

among 30 killed in restive Balochistan
establish roadblocks in Manocher,

Kalat District of Balochistan. Se-

curity forces and law enforcement

agencies were immediately

mobilised, who successfully

thwarted the evil design and killed

12 of them, ensuring security and

protection of local populace," read

a statement issued by Inter-Ser-

vices Public Relations (ISPR), the

media wing of the Pakistani mili-

tary. However, the statement

added, 18 soldiers were also

killed during the operation.

ISPR stated that the security

personnel are currently clear-

ing the entire area, assuring

that "facilitators and abet-

tors" of the "heinous and

cowardly act" will be brought

to justice. The latest incident

comes less than 24 hours af-

ter the security forces killed

10 terrorists in five different

intelligence-based counter

terrorism operations in differ-

ent parts of the Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province.

Pakistan has consistently

maintained that Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and

separatist groups of

Balochistan, including the

Baloch Liberation Army

(BLA), are getting continu-

ous support from Afghani-

stan.

Tehran, Feb 6 (IANS) : Iran

will make an immediate, de-

cisive reaction to any attack

on its nuclear facilities, Ira-

nian Foreign Minister Seyed

Abbas Araghchi has warned.

US participation in potential

Israeli attacks on Iran's

nuclear sites would be one of

the "biggest historical mis-

takes," Araghchi said in an

exclusive interview with

Iran to make 'immediate, decisive reaction' to attack on its nuclear sites : FM
Qatar's Al Jazeera TV network,

while responding to a question

about Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu's threats of at-

tacking Iran's nuclear facilities and

a possible US involvement.

In the interview aired late Friday,

Araghchi noted that Iran's nuclear

programme was domestically de-

veloped, and the country has man-

aged to acquire the nuclear capa-

bility and technology relying on

its own capacities. "Iran's nuclear

programme is inside the Iranian

scientists' brains, not on the

ground. Such a capability and

programme will not be destroyed

through bombardments and

airstrikes," he said. In addition,

Iran's nuclear facilities are not lo-

cated in one or two regions, but in

several areas across the country,

and in places that are "very diffi-

cult and even impossible" to tar-

get via airstrikes and protected by

"very good air defence," said the

minister. "Unlike the previous

times, if any attack is carried out

against Iran's nuclear facilities, the

country's reaction will be imme-

diate and decisive," said Araghchi,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Should such an attack be launched,

"we will enter an all-out war in the

region, a disaster nobody, neither

inside nor outside the region,

wants," he said. "I do not think

Americans would make such a

big miscalculation."

Addis Ababa, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Ethiopian leaders have reiterated

that the ruling Prosperity Party

(PP) has delivered its promises

by transforming the country's

economy and promoting

inclusivity.

Ethiopia's ruling partyEthiopia's ruling partyEthiopia's ruling partyEthiopia's ruling partyEthiopia's ruling party
holds meeting to reviewholds meeting to reviewholds meeting to reviewholds meeting to reviewholds meeting to review
progress, plan for futureprogress, plan for futureprogress, plan for futureprogress, plan for futureprogress, plan for future
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Kigali, Feb 6 (IANS) : Rwanda

on Thursday launched a compre-

hensive blueprint to advance

progress toward universal health

coverage by 2030.

The Health Sector Strategic Plan

V (HSSP V) for 2024-2029,

launched in Kigali, the capital,

aims to create a healthier, more

productive population that drives

Rwanda's development goals,

authorities said.

The launch coincided with the

unveiling of Mission 2027, an

initiative to accelerate the elimi-

nation of cervical cancer.

"With HSSP V, we are not just

continuing our progress. We are

accelerating it," said Yvan

Butera, Rwandan minister of

state in the Ministry of Health.

"We will expand our health

workforce, strengthen primary

healthcare, and ensure quality

services reach every Rwandan."

Rwanda aims to achieveRwanda aims to achieveRwanda aims to achieveRwanda aims to achieveRwanda aims to achieve
universal health coverage by 2030universal health coverage by 2030universal health coverage by 2030universal health coverage by 2030universal health coverage by 2030

New technology bolsters
South Africa's border security, says minister
Johannesburg, Feb 6 (IANS) : The imple-

mentation of new technology has signifi-

cantly strengthened South Africa's border se-

curity, resulting in a 215-per cent increase

in the prevention of illegal cross-border

movements at ports of entry during this fes-

tive season, Home Affairs Minister Leon

Schreiber said.

Speaking at a briefing Thursday on the Bor-

der Management Authority (BMA) festive

season campaign, Schreiber said the pilot-

ing of new technology, including drones and

body cameras, has demonstrated the power

of digital transformation to secure and en-

hance border management.

“It is now time for the BMA to permanently

acquire these capabilities, as we accelerate

our work to digitalise South Africa’s port

environment, including automating all en-

try and exit procedures,” the Minister said.

He revealed that 50,312 undocumented in-

dividuals were intercepted while attempting

to cross into South Africa illegally

in the 2024/2025 festive season,

Xinhua news agency reported.

The minister attributed the in-

crease to the deployment of drones

at five ports of entry. During the

2023/2024 festive season, the

number of intercepted individuals

stood at 15,924.

"Another 6,159 people were de-

tected for overstaying, and a fur-

ther 1,923 were refused entry due

to fraudulent documentation or

non-compliance with entry re-

quirements," he added.

Schreiber commended the success

registered at ports of entry to curb

illegal activities.

Schreiber also disclosed that BMA

border guards, in cooperation with

the police, made 322 arrests, in-

cluding 132 wanted criminals, and

seized illicit goods worth 690

million rand (about $37 mil-

lion), including illegal ciga-

rettes.

Additionally, he said the

BMA processed the legiti-

mate movement of 5,084,251

travelers across the country's

ports of entry. The use of

technology at border cross-

ings led to an increase of

51,680 travellers compared

to the 2023/2024 festive pe-

riod.

Colombo, Feb 6 (IANS) : Sri Lanka is plan-

ning to establish five elephant corridors in its

north-central province to reduce human-elephant

conflicts, media reported on Thursday. The

north-central province has experienced the high-

est number of human-elephant conflict incidents

compared to other regions, according to the state

media. Out of the province's 29 Divisional Sec-

retariat Divisions, 27 have seen a sharp increase

in human-elephant conflicts in recent years, ac-

cording to the report.  To address the issue, au-

thorities have decided to create five elephant

corridors. Additional measures include prevent-

ing encroachment on protected areas, managing

elephant habitats by cultivating grasslands, and

rehabilitating water tanks in conservation zones,

the state media reported. Human-elephant con-

flict is a serious problem in Sri Lanka, Xinhua

news agency reported. In 2024, 388 wild el-

ephants and 155 people lost their lives due to

these conflicts, according to official data. The

Human-Elephant Conflict (HEC) in Sri Lanka

is a critical and multifaceted issue posing sig-

nificant challenges to the conservation of the

endangered Asian elephant.

Sri Lanka plans elephant corridors

to curb human-elephant conflict

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) : Finance Minis-

ter Nirmala Sitharaman on Thursday en-

hanced the total outlay for Jal Jeevan Mis-

sion to Rs 67,000 crore in her proposals for

Budget 2025-26 and said that the Mission

stands extended until 2028. FM Sitharaman

stated that 15 crore households representing

80 per cent of India's rural population have

benefitted from the Jal Jeevan Mission since

2019. She added that access to potable tap

water connections is provided under this

Mission, and in the next three years, the tar-

get is to achieve 100 per cent coverage.

Jal Jeevan Mission's focus will be on the

quality of infrastructure and operation and

maintenance of rural piped water supply

schemes through "Jan Bhagidhari".

Separate MoUs will be signed with states and

UTs to ensure sustainability and citizen-cen-

tric water service delivery, she explained.

The Union Government has launched sev-

eral flagship schemes aimed at fostering in-

clusive rural development, poverty allevia-

Budget outlay for Jal Jeevan Mission

hiked to Rs 67,000 crore
tion, and improving the liv-

ing conditions in rural areas.

These initiatives, imple-

mented under the Ministry of

Rural Development and other

key departments, address

critical areas such as employ-

ment generation, housing, in-

frastructure, skill develop-

ment, and social welfare.

For instance, the vision of the

Mahatma Gandhi National

Rural Employment Guaran-

tee Act is to enhance the live-

lihood security of rural

households across the coun-

try by providing at least 100

days of guaranteed wage em-

ployment in a financial year

to every rural household

whose adult members volun-

teer to do unskilled manual

work.

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

The Union Budget’s plan to es-

tablish daycare cancer centres

in every district over the next

three years is a timely initiative,

experts said on Thursday. Can-

cer incidence in India is rising,

with cases expected to increase

by 27.7 per cent from 2015 to

2025.

According to the ‘National

Cancer Registry Programme

Report’ 2020, one in nine

people is likely to develop can-

cer in their lifetime.

The Budget move “aims to im-

prove access to cancer treat-

ment and support, particularly

in remote areas, bridging a criti-

cal gap in healthcare services,”

said Ashok Varma, Partner,

Grant Thornton Bharat.

The Government will facilitate

the setting up of daycare can-

cer centres and 200 such cen-

tres will be established in 2025-

26. Moreover, the Budget an-

nounced 36 life-saving drugs

and medicines (mainly for can-

cer and rare diseases) to be

added to the list of medicines

that are fully exempt from ba-

sic customs duty (BCD).

Daycare cancer centres

in every district in

India a timely initiative

'Visionary and futuristic': Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan lauds Union Budget 2025
New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan on

Thursday lauded the Union

Budget 2025-26, emphasising

it as a Budget that takes every-

one together and prioritises the

welfare, well-being, and em-

powerment of all citizens

while firmly placing India on

the path to achieving the goal

of developed India by 2047.

The Union Minister expressed

his gratitude to Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi and Fi-

nance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman for a "visionary

and futuristic Budget".

He said that this Budget aims

to cater to the comprehensive

requirements, right from child-

hood to youth, who would be lead-

ing from the front in realising the

Viksit Bharat agenda in 2047 and

beyond. He also added that the

Budget announcements encom-

pass today's entire youth demo-

graphic, who will lead the nation

for the next 25 years. This will

strengthen the "Bhartiya Gyan

Parampara" within our education

system and foster a global com-

munity, he added. The Minister

highlighted that the Budget 2025-

26 emphasises investing in people

and facilitating the all-round de-

velopment of India's human capi-

tal. He noted that with "Gareeb,

Yuva, Annadata, and Naari" as the

pillars, this Budget would uplift

sentiments of the poor and middle

class, accelerate spending,

catalyse investments, and spur

growth. He emphasised that it

would remove regional imbal-

ances, build rural prosperity, nur-

ture research, innovation and en-

trepreneurship, invigorate the edu-

cation and skilling landscape, and

lead to employment-led develop-

ment. The Minister expressed

gratitude for continuing with big-

ger and bolder investments in edu-

cation, skilling, research, and in-

novation, stating that this budget

represents another big leap to-

wards empowering India's popu-

lation with more opportunities for

world-class education and build-

ing capacities of human capital.

The Minister said that the total

Budget allocation for the Minis-

try of Education has reached Rs

128,650 crore, marking a 6.22 per

cent increase over the budgetary

estimate for 2024-25. He added

that 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs

(ATL) will be set up in govern-

ment schools in the next five years

to cultivate the spirit of curiosity

and innovation and foster a scien-

tific temper among young minds.

With this, students of all govern-

ment secondary schools will have

access to ATL. The Union Budget

also proposes to provide Broad-

band connectivity to all govern-

ment secondary schools and pri-

mary health centres in rural areas

under the BharatNet project, he

added. Union Minister Pradhan

said that the total number of stu-

dents in 23 IITs has increased 100

per cent from 65,000 to 1.35 lakh

in the past 10 years.

Additional infrastructure will be

created in the five IITs started af-

ter 2014 to facilitate education for

6,500 more students. Hostel and

other infrastructure capacity at IIT,

Patna will also be expanded, he

added.

Union Minister Pradhan said

that to help students understand

their subjects better, it is pro-

posed to implement a Bharatiya

Bhasha Pustak Scheme to pro-

vide digital-form Indian lan-

guage books for school and

higher education.

Kampala, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Uganda on Thursday

launched mpox vaccination

campaign targetting high-

risk populations in

Kampala, the Ugandan

capital,  the current

epicentre of the virus out-

break in the east African

country.

Charles Olaro, Director

General of Health Services

at the Ministry of Health,

told Xinhua news agency

by telephone that phase one

of the vaccination exercise,

which targets high-risk

populations and health

workers, aims to stop hu-

man-to-human transmis-

sion of the highly infec-

tious virus.

Uganda starts mpoxUganda starts mpoxUganda starts mpoxUganda starts mpoxUganda starts mpox
vaccination targettingvaccination targettingvaccination targettingvaccination targettingvaccination targetting
high risk populationshigh risk populationshigh risk populationshigh risk populationshigh risk populations

Kolkata, Feb 6 (IANS) : The good aspect of

the Union Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman's Budget proposals for the Financial

Year 2025-2026 had been the Union

government's focus on the country's transition

to green economy, feel a section of the green

technologists and environmentalists.

According to Kolkata-based green technologist

and environmentalist Somendra Mohan Ghosh,

the Union government's focus on environmen-

tal protection is expected to not accelerate the

country's transition to a green economy but will

also generate green jobs, entrepreneurship, and

innovation. "The Budget is likely to provide in-

centives and policy support for scaling up green

hydrogen production and infrastructure.

Union Budget has rightly focused on greenUnion Budget has rightly focused on greenUnion Budget has rightly focused on greenUnion Budget has rightly focused on greenUnion Budget has rightly focused on green
economy progression: Environmentalistseconomy progression: Environmentalistseconomy progression: Environmentalistseconomy progression: Environmentalistseconomy progression: Environmentalists
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Kampala, Feb 6 (IANS) : The

World Health Organization

(WHO) has donated 2,160

doses of Ebola trial vaccine to

Uganda to evaluate the efficacy

of the vaccine in combating the

virus which in the recent out-

break has killed a health

worker in Kampala, the

country's capital.

WHO is working with

Uganda's Ministry of Health,

Makerere University Lung In-

WHO donates over 2000 doses
of Ebola trial vaccine to Uganda following new outbreak

stitute and the Ugandan Virus Re-

search Institute, as well as world-

wide filovirus and trial experts and

regulators to initiate the trials, ac-

cording to a statement posted on

the website of the WHO.

Uganda's Ministry of Health on

Thursday declared an Ebola out-

break after a 32-year-old male

nurse working at Mulago National

Referral Hospital in Kampala suc-

cumbed to Sudan Ebola Virus Dis-

ease (SVD), marking the eighth

outbreak of the deadly disease in

the east African country.

"The aim of the vaccine trial is to

evaluate a potentially efficacious

candidate vaccine, and if effica-

cious, to possibly contribute to

ending the ongoing outbreak and

protect populations at risk in the

future," said WHO. "Those eli-

gible to join the trial are those at

highest risk of SVD, like close

contacts of a person who has been

confirmed to have had SVD or

who has died from the disease.

The study sites will therefore be

the locations where contacts of the

case or cases reside."

There are no approved treatments

or vaccines for Sudan virus, but

early initiation of supportive treat-

ment has been shown to signifi-

cantly reduce deaths from Sudan

virus disease, according to WHO.

Uganda's previous SVD outbreak

started in September 2022 and

ended in January 2023.

Harare, Feb 6 (IANS) : The World Bank

(WB) has warned that climate change

could erode up to 12 per cent of

Zimbabwe's Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) annually if the country does not

implement robust measures to tackle the

phenomenon.

In its latest Zimbabwe economic update

report launched in Harare, Zimbabwe's

capital, the WB urged Zimbabwe to bol-

ster resilience against climate-related

shocks, focusing on agriculture as a criti-

cal pillar of the economy.

Statistics from the Zimbabwean govern-

ment show agriculture contributes from

11 per cent to 14 per cent of GDP and

provides employment for some 70 per cent

of the population and about 60 per cent

of all raw materials for the industry.

The country's heavy reliance on rainfed

systems and maize production, however,

leaves it vulnerable to increasingly severe

climate events, the WB noted.

World Bank warns Zimbabwe on

climate-induced economic losses

Kampala, Feb 6 (IANS) : As the world prepares to mark World

Wetlands Day Thursday, Uganda is reaffirming its commitment

to wetland conservation, citing progress in its restoration efforts.

In a statement issued before the day, the Ugandan Ministry of

Water and Environment announced that the country will com-

memorate the day under the theme, "Conserving Wetlands Today

for a Secure Tomorrow." Beatrice Anywar, minister of State for

Environment, emphasised the role of wetlands in sustainable de-

velopment. "By acting now, we can ensure that these vital eco-

systems continue to thrive and support biodiversity, filter water,

provide a buffer against extreme events like floods and storms,

avail water for domestic use and agriculture," she said. "There-

fore, by investing in wetlands today, we are essentially investing

in a more resilient and sustainable future."

Despite their importance, wetlands face increasing threats from

unsustainable urban expansion, agriculture, and pollution. Accord-

ing to the National Environmental Management Authority

(NEMA), the state environmental watchdog, Uganda's wetland

coverage has declined from 13 per cent to about 8 per cent of the

country's total land area.

Uganda reaffirms commitment

to wetland conservation amid progress

Seoul, Feb 6 (IANS) : Crowds of pro-

testers gathered in South Korea's Seoul

on Thursday in massive rallies, either op-

posing the ouster of impeached South

Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol or

urging his removal from office, fol-

lowing his recent indictment under

physical detention.

An estimated 3 million people, accord-

ing to organisers, thronged Seoul's

central Gwanghwamun area, waving

the Taegeukgi and the Stars and Stripes

and calling for Yoon's release in a rally

opposing his impeachment.

Last Sunday, prosecutors indicted

Yoon with physical detention on insur-

rection charges over his short-lived

declaration of martial law on Decem-

ber 3. The following week, the Na-

tional Assembly voted to impeach

Yoon, prompting a Constitutional

Court trial to decide whether to rein-

state or permanently remove him from

office.

South Korea: Massive rallies in

Seoul oppose, urge Yoon's ouster

Khartoum, Feb 6 (IANS) : At

least 45 civilians were killed and

82 others injured in a shelling by

the paramilitary Rapid Support

Forces (RSF) on Thursday on a

crowded market in Omdurman,

north of the Sudanese capital

Khartoum, a volunteer group and

a medical source said.  "The RSF

militia committed a new massa-

cre today (Saturday) with a de-

liberate bombing of the Sabreen

Market in the Karari locality," the

Al-Thawra Resistance Commit-

tee, a volunteer group, said in a

statement. "So far, 45 civilians

have been killed and 82 others in-

jured," the statement added, with-

out providing further details.

Meanwhile, a medical source at

Al-Nao Hospital in Omdurman

said, "The hospital has received

over 24 bodies, along with doz-

ens of injured individuals."

"The situation is catastrophic in

every sense of the word. We need

blood donors and medical sup-

plies."

At least 45 civilians killed,At least 45 civilians killed,At least 45 civilians killed,At least 45 civilians killed,At least 45 civilians killed,
82 injured in paramilitary attack82 injured in paramilitary attack82 injured in paramilitary attack82 injured in paramilitary attack82 injured in paramilitary attack
in Sudan's Omdurman cityin Sudan's Omdurman cityin Sudan's Omdurman cityin Sudan's Omdurman cityin Sudan's Omdurman city

Doha, Feb 6 (IANS) : Qatari

Prime Minister and Minister of

Foreign Affairs, Mohammed bin

Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al

Thani, met with Turkish Foreign

Minister Hakan Fidan to discuss

bilateral cooperation and the lat-

est developments in the Gaza

Strip and Syria.

According to a statement by

Qatari PM meets Turkish FM on cooperation, developments in Gaza, Syria
Qatar's Foreign Ministry, the two

officials reviewed ways to

strengthen bilateral ties, as well as

the latest developments in Gaza, the

Palestinian territories, and Syria,

along with several issues of mutual

concern. During the meeting on

Sunday, Al Thani emphasised the

need for both parties involved in the

conflict to continue implementing

the ceasefire agreement in Gaza, ex-

pressing his appreciation for the

strong Qatari-Turkish partnership in

promoting peace and stability in the

region, Xinhua news agency re-

ported. In a joint press conference

following the meeting, Al Thani

stressed the importance of all par-

ties adhering to the full implemen-

tation of the agreement's provisions

and commencing negotiations on

the second phase, as stipulated in

the agreement. He further urged the

partners in the international com-

munity to maintain pressure to en-

sure the success of these negotia-

tions. He emphasised that no party

should be allowed to obstruct them

to prevent the closure of this irre-

placeable window.

Rajasthan Dy CM terms Union Budget 2025 as ‘game changer’
Jaipur, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Rajasthan Deputy Chief Min-

ister termed the Union Bud-

get 2025 as the ‘game

changer’ for inclusive growth

on Thursday.

She said that the budget fo-

cuses on empowering farm-

ers, the poor, women and

youth while accelerating in-

frastructure development.

The budget, she said, per-

fectly captures Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi's 'Sabka

Saath Sabka Vikas' initiative

and also brings about all-

round development and

proactively promotes indus-

try and tourism.

She emphasised that the de-

cision to exempt annual in-

comes up to Rs 12 lakh from in-

come tax will offer substantial re-

lief to the common man. More-

over, it would result in higher dis-

posable income for the middle

class, thereby increasing con-

sumption expenditure and boost-

ing domestic demand.

She said that the out-of-the-box

decision to develop tourism des-

tinations in partnership with the

state governments will give a huge

boost to the sector.  Elaborating

further, she highlighted the expan-

sion of the ‘Jal Jeevan’ scheme

until 2028, emphasising that it will

accelerate drinking water facilities

across the country. She also

praised the MSME scheme, which

has been aptly called a ‘second

engine of growth’ in the budget

announcement. Highlighting ru-

ral-focused measures, the Deputy

Chief Minister welcomed the ex-

pansion of Kisan Credit Card’s

limits to Rs 5 lakh, saying that

the launch of the ‘Pradhan

Mantri Dhan Dhanya Krishi’

scheme will give a significant

boost to the agriculture sector

and increase agricultural in-

come for our ‘Annadatas’.

She added that starting

50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs

in government schools, as

well as the ‘Bhartiya Bhasha

Pustak’ scheme will further

strengthen the education sec-

tor.

Cairo, Feb 6 (IANS) : Fifty pa-

tients from the Gaza Strip entered

Egypt on Thursday through the

Rafah crossing, the only link be-

tween the Palestinian enclave and

Egypt, Egypt's state-run Nile TV

reported.  They are the first group

of Gazan patients entering Egypt

via the crossing for medical treat-

ment since last May. TV footage

50 patients from50 patients from50 patients from50 patients from50 patients from
Gaza enter Egypt via Rafah crossingGaza enter Egypt via Rafah crossingGaza enter Egypt via Rafah crossingGaza enter Egypt via Rafah crossingGaza enter Egypt via Rafah crossing

showed the patients entering the

Egyptian side of the crossing one

by one and boarding ambulances

waiting at the border.

An Egyptian Red Crescent

source told Xinhua news agency

earlier on Saturday that 30 well-

equipped ambulances were sta-

tioned at the Egyptian side of the

crossing to transport the patients.



11 07 February 2025

Friday, Hyderabad
THE INDIAN MAIL

www.theindianmail.ininternationalnews

Seoul, Feb 6 (IANS) : North Ko-

rea on Thursday accused the US of

stepping up weapons aid to allies

in what it called an attempt to ce-

ment its hegemonic status, saying

such weapons provisions are still

not sufficient to "save" South Ko-

rea from a strategic deficiency.

The North's state media made the

Mexico City, Feb 6 (IANS)

: Mexican President Claudia

Sheinbaum confirmed the

death of six Mexicans aboard

a plane that crashed Thursday

evening in northeastern Phila-

delphia, the US.

The Mexican president la-

mented the death of her com-

patriots and announced that

the consular authorities are

"in permanent contact with

the family members."

"I have asked the Secretariat

of Foreign Affairs to support

everything required. My soli-

darity with the loved ones and

friends," she said on the so-

cial media platform X.

Jet Rescue Air Ambulance,

the company operating the

plane, confirmed that the air-

Mexican president confirms death ofMexican president confirms death ofMexican president confirms death ofMexican president confirms death ofMexican president confirms death of

6 Mexicans in plane crash in Philadelphia6 Mexicans in plane crash in Philadelphia6 Mexicans in plane crash in Philadelphia6 Mexicans in plane crash in Philadelphia6 Mexicans in plane crash in Philadelphia
craft was carrying four crew mem-

bers, a pediatric patient who had

just finished treatment in Philadel-

phia, and the patient's escort,

Xinhua news agency reported.

The crash came just two days af-

ter a deadly collision between an

American Airlines jet and a US

Army Black Hawk helicopter over

Washington, DC, which claimed

67 lives.

Earlier on Friday evening another

plane crash occurred in US when

a small aircraft crashed in Phila-

delphia in the nearby state of

Pennsylvania setting several

homes on fire.

It was a medical flight, according

to local news reports, carrying six

people.

Multiple homes were on fire in a

neighbourhood new Roosevelt

Boulevard and Cottman Av-

enue. A local news outfit, said

witnesses on social media have

reported seeing an orange flash

near Roosevelt Mall, an out-

door shopping centre off the

boulevard, which is what

Route 1 is called as it runs

through the city before the

Bucks County border. Homes

surround the shopping centre.

The news site cited emergency

services dispatches to say the

aircraft crashed near the 7200

block of Calvert Street, a resi-

dential street, shortly after 6

p.m. Friday.

North Korea says US arms aid cannot

'save' South Korea from strategic deficiency
accusation after the US Defence

Security Cooperation Agency re-

cently announced proposed sales of

weapons to South Korea, which will

include BQM-177A subsonic sea-

skimming aerial targets for Aegis-

equipped destroyers and GQM-163

target drones, Yonhap news agency

reported. "The US, the world's big-

gest war merchant, is getting

worked up, more than ever, on its

weapons sales scheme to nations

that follow (the US)," the Korean

Central News Agency (KCNA)

said in a commentary, stressing

that such sales to South Korea are

increasingly becoming "persis-

tent." The KCNA claimed such

arms provisions to the South re-

flect the US' attempt to destroy the

balance of power in the region and

solidify its hegemonic status. "No

weapons aid from the US can re-

deem (South Korea) from its fate

of strategic deficiency ... the US

will not be able to realise its am-

bition due to our righteous power,"

it said. The commentary came as

the North has long denounced

military cooperation between

South Korea and the US, calling

joint military drills between the al-

lies rehearsals for invasions while us-

ing them as a pretext for provoca-

tions. Last week, Pyongyang vowed

to maintain "the toughest counter-

action" to the US as long as it rejects

the country's sovereignty and secu-

rity interests.

Cairo, Feb 6 (IANS) : Egypt,

Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,

the United Arab Emirates

(UAE), the Palestinian Author-

ity (PA), and the Arab League

(AL) stressed in a joint state-

ment on Thursday the rejection

of any attempt to displace Pal-

estinians from the Gaza Strip

and the occupied West Bank.

The statement was issued after

a meeting in Egypt's capital

Cairo attended by top diplomats

from Egypt, Jordan, Saudi

Arab countries reject attempt to displace Palestinians from Gaza, West BankArab countries reject attempt to displace Palestinians from Gaza, West BankArab countries reject attempt to displace Palestinians from Gaza, West BankArab countries reject attempt to displace Palestinians from Gaza, West BankArab countries reject attempt to displace Palestinians from Gaza, West Bank
Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE, as well

as high-ranking officials from the

PA and AL. Participants of the meet-

ing expressed their commitment to

working with US President Donald

Trump's administration "to achieve

a just and comprehensive peace in

the Middle East based on the two-

state solution," according to the

statement. They also voiced full

support for the Palestinians and

their legitimate rights, rejecting any

attempt to displace the Palestinian

people, whether by eviction or ef-

forts to transfer or remove them

from their land under any circum-

stances. The statement also urged

the international community to co-

ordinate efforts for planning and

implementing a comprehensive pro-

cess for the reconstruction of Gaza

to improve the Palestinians' daily

lives and address the problem of

internal displacement, Xinhua news

agency reported. On January 25,

Trump proposed a controversial plan

to displace Palestinians from Gaza to

Egypt and Jordan, which was strongly

rejected by both countries. On Friday,

thousands of people gathered near the

Egyptian side of the Rafah crossing,

the only channel linking Egypt with

Gaza, to express opposition to the dis-

placement of Palestinians. Earlier

this week, the Arab League (AL)

had reaffirmed that stability and

peace in the Middle East will only

be achieved after settling the Pal-

estinian cause and implementing

the two-state solution. The AL

said that "any attempts to displace

the Palestinian people from their

land, either through deportation,

annexation or settlement expan-

sion," have proved to be failures

and are rejected as a violation of

international law. The pan-Arab

group stressed that the current

stage requires continuous work

by all to consolidate the Gaza

truce and ensure its continuation

in preparation for the immedi-

ate start of rebuilding Gaza af-

ter a 15-month brutal war.

New Delhi/Washington, Feb

6 (IANS) : A balanced and

transparent trade environment

is vital to deepening US-In-

dia economic ties and in line

with President Donald

Trump's emphasis on fair and

reciprocal trade, India can

consider bolder steps to ad-

dress structural bottlenecks

and foster a more predictable

policy environment that in-

stills investor confidence and

promotes long-term strategic

partnerships, the US-India

Business Council (USIBC)

said on Thursday.

As the world's fifth-largest

economy and a critical part-

ner in the Indo-Pacific, India’s

continued economic reforms

are essential to strengthening

commercial ties with the US

Balanced, transparent trade environment

vital to deepening US-India economic ties: USIBC
and unlocking new growth oppor-

tunities, said Ambassador Atul

Keshap, President of the US-In-

dia Business Council (USIBC).

"USIBC welcomes the presenta-

tion of the Union Budget 2025-26,

which emphasises crucial sectors

like agriculture, MSMEs, invest-

ment, and exports, reinforcing

India's role as a dynamic player in

the global economy," Keshap

emphasised.

While the Budget outlines a vision

for economic resilience, techno-

logical advancement, and global

competitiveness, India’s growth

trajectory requires sustained and

deeper reforms.

"Foreign direct investment re-

mains steady but has not seen sig-

nificant acceleration, and busi-

nesses continue to navigate com-

plex regulatory landscapes.

USIBC urges a more ambitious

push for systemic reforms in

taxation, regulatory frame-

works, and business proce-

dures to further enhance India's

global competitiveness and at-

tract greater investment,"

Keshap noted.

USIBC welcomed the plan to

set up a high-level committee

for regulatory reforms but

urged a quick movement to

identify and remove regula-

tions detrimental to business.

"A cut in taxes for the middle

class is also welcome as the

move will help boost consump-

tion, savings and investments,"

said the Council.

Cairo, Feb 6 (IANS) : The

Egyptian side of the Rafah cross-

ing received on Thursday eight

Palestinian prisoners set for de-

portation after being released by

Israel as part of the ongoing

ceasefire deal with Hamas,

Egypt's Al-Qahera News TV

channel reported.

An Egyptian source, who re-

quired anonymity, told Xinhua

that the released Palestinians,

convicted of murder by Israel,

will be deported to Turkiye,

Qatar, Algeria, and Tunisia, af-

ter being transferred to Cairo.

The source explained that Egypt

would serve as a transit point for

these released Palestinian pris-

oners until their departure to

other countries. The decision on

their destinations is coordinated

with Israel, which required the

deportation of Palestinian mur-

der convicts, Xinhua news

agency reported. According to a

report by the Times of Israel on

Wednesday, Israel demanded

that Palestinians convicted of the

most serious crimes not be re-

leased to the Gaza Strip or the

West Bank. Egypt agreed to tem-

porarily host these individuals,

including 70 prisoners released

last week, who are now in Cairo.

Egyptian authorities are ramping

up preparations to receive more

prisoners at the Rafah crossing,

Eight Palestinians freed byEight Palestinians freed byEight Palestinians freed byEight Palestinians freed byEight Palestinians freed by
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the source added. Earlier in the

day, 50 patients from Gaza

crossed into Egypt through

Rafah, the only link between the

Palestinian enclave and Egypt.

Meanwhile, for the first time in

eight months, 50 wounded Pal-

estinians and patients were al-

lowed to leave Gaza through the

Rafah border crossing for treat-

ment in Egypt, under the super-

vision of the World Health Or-

ganization (WHO).

On Saturday, Egypt announced

the reopening of the Rafah cross-

ing between Egypt and Gaza,

which had been closed since

May 2024 when Israel took con-

trol of the Palestinian side.

Patients gathered at Al-Shifa

Hospital in Gaza City and Nasser

Hospital in Khan Younis before

being transported to the crossing,

with critical cases evacuated by

Palestinian Red Crescent ambu-

lances. Mohammed Zaqout, di-

rector general of hospitals in

Gaza, told Xinhua that more than

6,000 wounded and sick Pales-

tinians require urgent treatment,

with 12,000 in need of care

abroad.

Israeli media outlets reported

that the Israeli army withdrew

from the Rafah crossing on Fri-

day, handing control to interna-

tional forces, and approved the

list of patients permitted to leave.

New York, Feb 6 (IANS) : US

President Donald Trump has

fired Rohit Chopra, who was

appointed the head of the Con-

sumer Financial Protection Bu-

reau (CFPB) by former Presi-

dent Joe Biden. In a letter to

Trump on Thursday, Chopra ac-

knowledged that his term as the

director of the CFPB “has con-

cluded”. Media reports said that

he was informed of his firing in

an email.

Chopra, whose five-year term

was to end next year, was caught

in the Trump purge of Biden ad-

ministration hold-overs. He was

among the last of the Indian

Americans appointed by Biden

to senior, high-visibility posi-

tions left after Trump took over.

Chopra had served on the Fed-

eral Trade Commission as a

nominee of the Democratic Party

before Biden picked him to head

the CFPB. The bureau says its

mission is to protect consumers

from “unfair, deceptive, or abu-

sive practices” and deal with con-

sumer complaints. In his last ma-

jor action at CFPB, Chopra fined

the international remittance com-

pany Wise about $2.5 million on

Thursday for inaccurately adver-

tising fees and not properly dis-

closing exchange rates.

Trump firesTrump firesTrump firesTrump firesTrump fires
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Canada, Mexico & China brace for US tariff hike
New York, Feb 6 (IANS) :

China, Canada, and Mexico,

the three biggest trading part-

ners of the U.S., are bracing

for tariff hikes threatened by

President Donald Trump, who

also warned of "short-term disrup-

tion".  Trump has said he would

raise the tariffs on imports from

Canada and Mexico by 25 per cent

to strong-arm them to stop illegal

migration to the US and the inflow

of drugs, and on China by 10

per cent to end the export of

the deadly Fentanyl drug and

its components that find their

way to the US.

Although Trump has asserted

that the added cost would be

absorbed by the exporters, he

conceded on Thursday, “There

could be some temporary,

short-term disruption, and

people will understand that.”

“But the tariffs are going to

make us very rich and very

strong – and we’re going to

treat other countries very

fairly,” he added.

The impact of the higher tar-

iffs would not be fully felt im-

mediately and will take time to

seep into the retail markets.
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New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

The owners/representatives

of a host of I-League and

IWL clubs had a meeting

with the All India Football

Federation president Kalyan

Chaubey and his team of se-

nior officials in the national

capital to discuss the way for-

I-League, IWL clubs owners meet AIFF chief,I-League, IWL clubs owners meet AIFF chief,I-League, IWL clubs owners meet AIFF chief,I-League, IWL clubs owners meet AIFF chief,I-League, IWL clubs owners meet AIFF chief,
discuss way forward for Indian footballdiscuss way forward for Indian footballdiscuss way forward for Indian footballdiscuss way forward for Indian footballdiscuss way forward for Indian football

ward for Indian football. AIFF secreatry

general Anilkumar, treasurer Kipa Ajay,

and DSG Satyanarayan M. were present

at the meeting attended by nine I-League

and four IWL clubs. The meeting discussed

at length about next season’s fixtures, cal-

endar, promotion of the leagues, broadcast-

ing and release of national team men and

women players for longer camps.

1st ODI: Kohli's injury appears

minor, likely to get into action in next match
Nagpur, Feb 6 (IANS) : The injury suffered by senior

batter Virat Kohli ahead of Thursday's first ODI against

England here may turn out to be a minor setback for

India as the injury does not look serious and the former

India captain is likely to be back in the next match. India

captain Rohit Sharma informed at the toss that Kohli

had injured his right knee during practice on Wednes-

day evening and therefore was withdrawn from the first

ODI.  Though both the Indian team management and

Kohli himself would feel disappointed in losing the op-

portunity to play the match, the injury seems minor. BCCI

said in an official update that Kohli was unavailable for

selection in the first ODI in Nagpur due to a sore right

knee. Kohi was on the field with his teammates soon af-

ter they arrived at the stadium, warming up for the first

ODI though with a strapping or kneecap on his right knee.

 This proves the injury is not very serious.
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Nagpur, Feb 6 (IANS) Ahead of the first

ODI against England, India batter Shreyas

Iyer said he would give his best and abso-

lutely play the game with full energy in the

bilateral series, as both teams plan to fine-

tune their combinations ahead of the

Champions Trophy.

Iyer last played for India in the 2-0 ODI

series defeat in Sri Lanka in August 2024,

and is now back in the mix for back-to-

back 50-over assignments in the national

set-up. “I love to be in the present and

that’s what I am going to do in the ODI

series right now, match by match. The

learnings and knowledge I would be gain-

ing out of this, especially on joining the

team after a long time, is key. “It gives me

chills every time I wear the Indian team

jersey – showcasing the emblem and logo

– is a proud moment. I would play the

game with full energy and give my best.

St George (Antigua), Feb 6

(IANS) : The West Indies men's

team will begin their 2025-27 World

Test Championship cycle three-

match home Test series against Aus-

tralia while their women's side will

play host to South Africa ahead of

a potential place at this year's

World Cup as the Cricket West

Indies (CWI) unveiled schedule

from May to December 2025, fea-

turing a mix of home and away

WI to commence new WTC

cycle with three-Test home series against Australia
fixtures. The Windies men

will battle for the prestigious

Frank Worrell Trophy against

Australia in a three-match

Test series, beginning in Bar-

bados (June 25-29), before

moving to Grenada (July 3-7)

and concluding in Jamaica

(July 12-16). It will be the

first time Australia has toured

the West Indies to play Tests

since 2015.

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Australia have officially an-

nounced that skipper Pat

Cummins and fellow fast

bowler Josh Hazlewood have

been ruled out of the squad for

the upcoming Champions Tro-

phy and preceding two ODIs

against Sri Lanka.

Cummins has not recovered

from the left ankle soreness

which he developed at the end

of the Border-Gavaskar Tro-

phy series against India, where

he led Australia to a 3-1 win.

On the other hand, Hazlewood

has developed a hip problem

after recovering from his pre-

vious injuries - side strain and

calf issue. "Unfortunately Pat,

Josh and Mitch are managing

some ongoing injuries and

Champions Trophy: Cummins,

Hazlewood ruled out of Australia’s squad
haven’t come up in time for

the Champion’s Trophy.

While disappointing, it does

present a great opportunity

for other players to perform

for Australia in a world

event," national selection

panel chair George Bailey

said in a statement.

Both Cummins and

Hazlewood will require ex-

tensive rehabilitation before

they are declared fit to play.

The big double blows mean

Australia have four vacancies

to fill in their Champions

Trophy squad, after Mitchell

Marsh was ruled out due to

back injury and Marcus

Stoinis surprisingly an-

nounced his retirement from

the format.

Dallas, Feb 6 (IANS) :

American No. 1 Taylor

Fritz notched up his first

home win of the 2025

ATP Tour season, cruis-

ing past Arthur

Rinderknech 6-4, 6-2 at

the Dallas Open on

Thursday (IST) to open

his campaign at the

newly upgraded ATP

500 event.

Fritz lost just six points

on serve against

Rinderknech and raced

through the finish line

after breaking in the fi-

nal game of the opening

set. The American fired

11 aces and won 93 per

cent (27/29) of his first-

serve points, backing up

his deliveries with ruth-

less aggression on short

balls, according to ATP

Stats.

Fritz prevails in

Dallas opener for

season's first home win

1st ODI: Hammered for

26 in an over, Harshit Rana bags

2-43 in first spell on debut
Nagpur, Feb 6 (IANS) : It was baptism by

fire for India's pace-bowling all-rounder

Harshit Rana as he was hammered for 26

runs in an over by England opener Phil Salt

in the first ODI of the three-match series at

the Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium

here on Thursday.   But the young pacer on

his debut showed great courage to recover

from that hammering and came back strongly

to bag the first two wickets of his ODI ca-

reer to help India recover in the match. Af-

ter Mohammed Shami had started the proceedings

with a maiden over, Rana bowled a few good de-

liveries but the English opener took him on aggres-

sively, welcoming the newcomer with a boundary

on the fourth ball of his first over and then wal-

loped him again on the last ball of the over.

Melbourne, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Melbourne Stars have signed

leg-spinner Mitchell

Swepson on a three-year deal

on the final day of the BBL's

first player movement win-

dow. Swepson makes the

move from the Brisbane Heat,

where he played 87 matches

Melbourne Stars sign Mitchell Swepson on three-year deal
over the course of 10 years,

including the BBL 2023-24

title.

The 31-year-old has 72

scalps to his name in BBL

with an average of 31.12 and

an economy rate of 7.66.

However, he struggled in the

2024-25 season.

New Delhi, Feb 6 (IANS) :

Pakistan's interim head coach

Aaqib Javed said India should be

worried about the fitness of their

leading fast-bowler Jasprit

Bumrah ahead of their clash in the

upcoming Champions Trophy, set

to happen in Dubai on February

23. Bumrah has been out of action

since back spasms ruled him out

of bowling in the fourth innings

of the Sydney Test.

India should be worriedIndia should be worriedIndia should be worriedIndia should be worriedIndia should be worried
about Bumrah’s fitness,about Bumrah’s fitness,about Bumrah’s fitness,about Bumrah’s fitness,about Bumrah’s fitness,
says Pakistan coach Javedsays Pakistan coach Javedsays Pakistan coach Javedsays Pakistan coach Javedsays Pakistan coach Javed


